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ASL Team Still at its Peak

T ONATHAN TALARICO
Consistency is not a problem
1h the Collegiate Academy Sports
ue  team. Despite its  annual
1on of competitors. the team
has continually achieved one of the
ghest positions at the national level.
Last year four ASL team members
graduated. so there
weme uncenamntes

about how the team
would farr this vear

At the November

n competition at

Mercyvhurst College.

schools

ned another

dcompetition

on December 6th

Competition results
can be found on ability
page 2 of this issue PHOTO COURTESY Ol t o
s Junior - Vid The ASL team celebrates their victory at the Penn State Behrend Competition on
Yogeswaran. o December 6th. ) o
new addition to the ASL family. has that we have an agenda — to Win.” maintain positive inter-team
already inherited the confidence The subject that ASL studies also relationships. The team
of  returning members. She changes every year, but the team does has awarded some
asseris  that “Collegiate owns.” not let a particularly dull or difficult fellow members

That common characteristic of theme disrupt its winning streak. nicknames «3

confidence is not to be confused with
arrogance. however. The team endures
many hours of study. test-taking, and

Holiday Concerts Set New

speech and interview preparation Each
individual also devotes an hour after
school to studying at least once a week.

Sentor  Amal Abukar, who 1s
competing for a third year, believes that
the team's weakest category 1s math,
vet Abukar says. “[We] understand

I "

This year they must study
history of Latin America. Abukar
says that the subject does not really

Standards

EY JAMIE BADAMS

On Dec. 9 Collegiate Academy’s
choral groups charmed audiences
with their “best winter concert [in]
years” according to Carly Dodick, a
sophomore at Collegiate Academy.

Four groups including ninth
GradeGirls
Chorus,
Women's
Chorus,
Collegiate
Voices, and '
Chamber
Singers

performed
songs such as
“White Christmas™
and “Ding-a-Ding-
a-Ding” as well as f,"
other holiday favorites
The  show  ended
with  the
and some of the
faculty and
performers as the combined chorus

“Hallelyjah  Chorus,”
Collegiate
alumm  joined  the

“It was so powerful, right when
we started I got a chill,” said Dodick,
who participated in the event.

Dec. 11 heralded a
much anticipated Vocal
Jazz and Instrumental
concert. As always
they thnlled the
audience  with
. their spin on

popular
holiday
songs  as
well as
some more
obscure ones.

Collegiate Academy.

In addition to the two school
performances,  Collegiate  Academy
Chamber  Smgers
the Eric Philharmome on Dec. 13.

“Both hohday
concerts  set new
standards for
A few
words cannot give them justice,”
said Collegiate Dean Dr. Gornall.

performed  with

appeal to her. However, a lack of
interest in the yearly theme has yet
to hinder the sccuring team goals.
Junior Joshua Habursky, who is
competing for a second year, says that
relationships between teams are “filled
with hostile rivalries, however each
@ team  respects

one  another;
chivalry 1S
ever present.”
Abukar  refers
o these
“chivalrous
hostilities™
as boos from
the crowd.
Another
unchanging
quality of the
Academy tecam
i s its

reminiscent
of comic book
heroes. For example,

'SNOWFLAKE PHOTO COURTESIES OF DANNY HAAS

“The  performances went
exceptionally well, the highlight
being our performance with the

oo coumresy or owen waxs
Collegiate Academy'’s Women's Chorus performs
at the holiday concert.

Philharmonic,” said Mrs. Huster,
Collgiate’s choral director.

Danka Kovalevich, a sophomore
at Collegiate academy summed it
up saying,” “The choruses all sang
wonderfully. It was magnificent.”

People interested in hearing
Collegiate’s Vocal Jazz should tune
in to WSEE on Christimas-eve and
Christmas day.  The group made
several recordings with the  station.

Senior Joshua Ohmer has become “Josh
the Man Machine,” and Sophomore
Benjamin Engel has become “Bengel "

Something else that stays the

same from year to year is the goal. the
driving force behind all this studying
and test-taking. From year to year it has
not changed. It is, at least for Abukar
and Junior Reeve Hunsaker.
the desire for
a shiny gold

medal. round
., and cold,
~ around the

neck.
F 4
¥
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Rudi Awards
Showcase
Diverse Talent

BY SARAH DAVIS |

December 23, 2008, Collegiate |
Academy hosted a favorite tradition, |
the Rudi Awards. Senior Brittany
Barko won for the fourth consecutive
year.  Accompanying herself on
piano, she sang "O Holy Night."

"l just perform to have fun
and praise God. It was nice to
share the stage with many of my
friends this year,” says Barko.

Junior Katie Ahrens plaved
her rendition of  "Christmas
Eve" by the Trans-Sibenan
Orchestra, capturing second place. |

Senior Heather Sitek
snagged third place by singing:
"The Christmas Seng”. |

The Rudis  hosted some !

]
|
i

of  the most diverse talents, |
including  instrumental  groups.

idunccr& and vocal performances.
L See page 2 for Rudis pictures. |
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In a Red Economy, “Blue” Remains the
Dominant Color

BY SCOVE TARASOVITON

When Obama stamped  America
with “change™ unul the country was
deat o the cars, he really did
mean e Indeed, president-clect
Obama plans to use his executive
poners oo make an aimmedinte
mpact when he takes  oflice.

lohn Podesta, Obama's
transtion chiet, said that Obama
nooreviewing - President Bush's
executne orders on those issues
and others as he works o undo
pohcies enacted duning eight years
of Republican rule. He said the
president can use such orders to
move quickly on s own, "There's
Aot that the president can do
using s exeeutive  authority
without warting for congressional
action, and T thunk we'll see the
prestdent do that” Podesta said.

In spite of the 105 million
natonal debr, Obama has argued
tor a pubhce spending  incrcase
as the best way o get the dead-
m-the-water — cconomy — moving
agam. "This panful ersis" he
saud, s an opportunity to improve
the Inves of ordinary people by
rebutlding roads and modernizing
schools  for our children, and by
myesting in clean energy  projects.”

Also. Obama plans to hift full
aborton restrictions on ULS. overseas
ad. spend more money instem cell
rescarch and close 360,000 acres of

public land in Utah that was uscd in
the Bush administration for o1l and

gas drilling. "They want to have oil
and gas drilling in some of the most
sensitive, fragile lands in Utah,"
Podesta said. "I think that's a mistake."

Obama could use his executive
powers to atleast signal that Washington

Behrend
ASL Competition
Medals 2008

SPEECH

\arsiny - Gold, Vid Yogeswaran
Scholastic - Gold. Amal Abukar
Honors - Silver, Ben Engel; Silver,
Rachel Vandevert

SUPER QUIZ

Varsity — Gold, Reeve Hunsaker;
Bronze. Vid Yogeswaran,
Scholastic — Gold, Cullen Skinner
Honors — Gold, Rachel Vandevert

is changing. "Obama's advantage of
course is he'll have the House and the

7

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BOSTON HERALD

Obama plans to undo President Bush's policies in the near future.

Senate working with him. and that
makes it easier,” said Carl Tobias,

a law professor at the University of

Richmond. "But even then. having
an immediate impact is very difficult
to do because the machinery of
government doesn't move that quickly.”

Two top House Republicans said
there is a willingness to try to work with
Obama to reach decisions. However,
both claim that Republicans will most
likely check the power held by Obama
and Democratic leaders in Congress.
"It's going to be a cheerful opposition.”
said Rep. Mike Pence. R-Ind.
"We're going to carry those timeless
principles of limited government.
a strong  defense. traditional
values, to the American people.”

Obama, itappears, hasbackeduphis
talk of doing away with President Bush's
policies, whether Republicans like it or
not. For the next four years. America
will see if Obama's measures will wake
the United States up from its economic
slumber, and "change" the country
back into an unquestioned superpower.

INTERVIEW

\ansiny - Silver, Stan Tuznik: Silver,
\'id Yogeswaran

Honors - Bronze, Sujay Jayakar

SUPER QUIZ RELAY

Bronze - Moniteau and Commodore
Perry

Silver - McDowell

Gold - Collegiate Academy

MATH

\arsiy -~ Bronze, Stan Tuznik; Gold,
Reey e Hunsaker

Scholastic -~ Gold, Cullen Skinner
Honors - Gold, Sujay Jayakar

TOP INDIVIDUAL OVERALL
SCORERS

Varsily — Gold — Reeve Hunsaker;
Silver, Vid Yogeswaran

Scholastic - Silver, Cullen Skinner
Honors - Gold, Sujay Jayakar; Silver,
Rachel Vandevert

ESS Y
Honors — Silver, Sujay Jayvakar

TEAM PLACES
5th - Commodore Perry
4th - Fawrview
3rd McDowell

2nd- Monitcau

Ist - Collegiate Academy

Rudi Award__s 2008
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It is Time to Start Appreciating Our Diversity

BY ABIGAIL 1AV OR

Itisthe 211 century, and according
tou Washington Post Poll done on June
12,2008, 69 pereent of people believe
that being racially prejudice is
wrong.  However, stercotypes
continue 1o exist even in our
own hallways at Collegiate.

The media portrays our
school us having the best kids
in the city of Erie; however,
there are students here who feel
alone and verbally abused daily
Just because they are different.

“Depression is the most |
common mental health
disorder in the United States
among teens and adults, and can have a
serious impact on the lives of the many

teens who suffer from depression,”

according 1o the Teen  Depression

website. “About 20 percent of teens
' /

will
betore

experience
they

teen
reach

Snow Complicates
Parking Habits

BY RYAN REED-CAMPBELL

Parking in the winter at
Collegiate Academy adds to the
already  troublesome  issue  of

normal parking among the student
population as well as among the
residents  surrounding the school.
attempt  to

In an save the

at Academy

be parked on one side of the street
only. On odd days, cars will be along
one side of the street. and on even
days, the other side to allow plows to
come through and push the snow to
the side where the cars are not parked.
However, for those who park on
28th and 29th Streets, this
law is enforced V¢ G
Violators will usually find
a ticket waiting for them
_undertheirwindshicld wiper
shortly after  dismissal.
“Ihadjuststarteddriving
when 1 got my first one, but
.| after I got my third [parking
" ticket], 1 was just like, ‘Are
you serious’?” Senior Dan
Majewski said, recalling his
experience with the parking

mano cownesy of over s pepylations on 29th Street.

Academy population from being
buried by the city plows this
winter, here are some tips on where
to park, and where not to park:

Parking on the East side of French
Street may result in being plowed in
while school is in session. The snow
plows will push all the
street’s snow to this side
regardless  of  whethel
a car is there or not.

“I literally  spent 7
filcen minutes digging M
my car out [after the
snowstorm in  March
last year],” Collegiate
graduate Andy
Wienzcowski said. Andy
wasaregularparkeronthe
Eastside of French Street.

The city recognizes
the lack of a parking arca for
Academy, and is Ienient about French
Street parking. Instead ol enforcing an
odd-cven parking law, the backache
of digging yourself out of the snow
bank will become the penalty.

“Qdd-cven” parking means that
cach day, between the hours of 8§ AM
and 4 PM on weekdays, all cars must

State Street is the only true safe
zone, where odd-cven parking does
not apply, due in part to its boulevard.
However, parking on State Street
is the most difficult because it is
the most popular street to park on.

Because of this, some turn

FHOTO COURTESY OF DANNY MAAS
to the stadium parking lot. It is
well plowed; however, parking is
only available for teachers there.

-The final tip is to pay attention to
the parking regulation signs and to the
other cars parked nearby. If everyone
seems to be favoring one side of the
street, a wise decision would be to
park on the side they arc parked on.

depression
adulthood.™

Here at collegiate students sit alone
atlunch cveryday and the only ime they
are even acknowledged s if they are
going to be the center of ajoke for others
to laugh at. Anyone would be slighted
by a rude remark made about their
character regardless if it is concerning
race, religion, or intelligence.

Unfortunately, some ¢
students do not know how to
react to these remarks because
of disabilities or even social
awkwardness. There  are
many reasons why students
in high school are criticized
by their piers. After all, cach
onc of us plays into “Survival
of the Fittest,” and high school
scems to be a race as to who

can comc out on top of every « :

trend and style the world has to offer.

Weird, geek, dork, and freak are all
adjectives | hear daily at Collegiate that
people are called, whether they spend
their free time studying, playing video
games, or shopping for the perfect outfit.

There are plenty of minorities in
our school, and I know that I do not
recognize this a lot of the time because
I am not the one getting picked on.

When 1 came to Collegiate |

“did not feel like I was part of the

“family” but with the help of a few
people 1 found my niche. 1 know
that it can be hard to do that, and |

AT

am sure 1t would be more difficult
to do so if you had no one to tum to

I know that | have become more
compassionate toward the people who
look lost, confused, or hurt. [ try to sit
withthe people whohave noone else and
say hello to everyone in the hallnays

"

We all know that it is wrong
hate people because of race. The truth
is. though, we should be accepting
of everyone no matter what their

differences are. I know it is cliché
but when I hear and see people do
these terrible things day in and day
out, I realize that the people who need
to hear it, did not get the message.

In math class the person sitting
next 10 you may be a refugee, gay,
wicken, a2 member of the chess club,
or a player on the basketball team.
There are so many things that make us
different. We should appreciate thai

NHS Meeting
Wednesday,
January 28th
at 7:30 A.M. or 3:00
P.M. in the library
Next Clean-Up on
Wednesday,
February 11th

Seniors, Don’t forget
to submit your service
hours by April 17,
2009
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Thowe who
Aare pro-hite and
opposed o wime
Wonomatrape driane
heavily on then rehpnious
heliers
argrenngt

when
the

merits ol thei
positrons.
P'eople who

are - pro- choice
o n favor of gay
martiage often  declare
religious beliefs null
and void in dcbates  over
public policy, citing the

principal of separation of church and

Sl St s Oy L OIS JCITCT SO,
In its current form, separation of
church and state means that religion
should not have control or a hand
in government.  Unfortunately  for
those who espouse this view, Thomas
Jcl'l‘crhunwu.snnttalkingaboulany\hing
of the sort when he first used the words

Creating

BY ALEAANDER DAVIS

Just about a year ago, FOX News
ran a story cntitled “Barack Obama
Gioes 10 Church, Talks About His Faith
Amid Muslim Rumors,” which despite
its numecrous disclaimers that he is not
a Muslim, had two very disturbing
statements. One, the despairing
fact that questions of
his religious orien-
tation arc impor-
tant and meaning-
ful enough 1o be
news, and two, that
said religious orienta-
ton 1s now “a threat
to the security  of
the United  States.”

It is a given that

politics  and  reli-
pious beliefs will
always nter-
twine while
discuns-

ing  be-

“Cllh, for
the  two
arc heav-

ily influenced by cach other,
and scparation of church and state by

minly abortion

cnn be bhorled

Tearing Down the Wall o

“sepatation of  church and  state”
When Ieffercon wrote of a “wall

of <epatation.” he  was responding
1o letter from the Danbury Baptist
Association of  Connecticnt. The
Danburys were a religious minority
i Connccticut who  felt that
their religious  frecedom  was
bemng infringed upon so they
appealed to Jefferson for help.

Jefferson™s  response,
therefore, dealt
with the state

influencing

controlling
religion, not
influencing
government.
“Believing with you that religion
is a matter which lies solely between
man & his god...T contemplate with
sovereign reverence that act of the
whole American people which declared
that their legislature should make
no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof, thus building a wall of
separation between church and state.”

the Schism:

no means asks this re-
lationship to end. How-
cver, it does entail an
exclusion of government
guidance on
that are

religion

issues

strict-
ly  faith  based.
Thomas Jefferson once

said that the American people
nced to construct a “wall of
separation between church
and state” with the
First Amendment.
Just as James
Madison
agreed on
that same
right,
s0 did

the vast

major-

ity of other
colonists, including

the LFounding  Fathers who
originally came to America to

-

g S were

fhe Founding f Mh;;t i

tted to making surc ! ne
wikier forhisreligio

a
“Mpcl:‘:ft':jl:?lzafn: :n:mm? glu(!cd
;‘: Wr‘;liginn. spcciﬁcally (,'hrmnamt:yi

g The Mayflower Compact slatc:)lr:h
the Pilgrims left England lr; (c:)t(:; ::nd
a colony *...for the glory 0 ;f ',}‘ d
advancement of the Christian all d

pPatrick Henry declared,
“[t cannot
b ¢

emphasized
too strongly or too
often that this great nation
was founded, not by religionists,
but by Christians not on religion,
but on the gospel of Jesus Christ!”

George Washington wrote in his
Farewell Address that “Of all the
dispositions and habits which lead
to political prosperity, religion and
morality are indispensible supports.”

Clearly the Founders intended
for the Christian religion to influence
the government. They did not want

to be told how
faith, but they all Vieweq

as essential to  pogd
This is not 10 say thay

is the only acceptable religion
American government, nor doeg m
those of other religiong “econd ke
citizens. If the time were cnmc‘tl;m
Muslims or Jews or Hindus

Christians  in America,
government would he
its rights to alter its

0 praciice

Whey
""""mhcr
then the
perfectly W"hm‘
et cllf 10 refleg the
religious Views Of the i
. Cw
Majory, "

No

matter what
the religious preference of the majority
of Americans is, let us stop deluding
ourselveswiththenotionthatreligionhas
no place in government. Ifgovernment
is supposed to be by the people. for
the people, it must include religion.

Church Versus State

avoid religious persecution.
The most promi-

nent
example of gov-
ernmental intrusion on
religious rights is the
debate over same-sex
marriage. By deny-
ing marriage
rights  to

ment s agreeing

with certain faiths and
violating both Separation
of church ang state
the Founding Fy.
thers designed
and the demo-
cratic  idealy
of  freedom
and equality
that this ng.
tion so firmly
relies upon.

“Marriage goes far beyond religio_n
into matter of the state...That alone 1
an obvious indication of how church
is seeping into state, prohibiting the
lives and rights of people and impos-
ing the practices and beliefs of certait
religions on all citizens of the Um}ed
States,” stated previous Rhetorical
Question writer Daniel \V}}cclcr:
“it’s a giant contradiction &
to what America stands tor.

The denial of any pet

. . >

son’s rights to be WA

homo- he or she is. especialt

sexuals d when it comes to marriage and
the govern-

lifestyle, seem more than famnt:
ly reminiscent of slave treatment
and segregation, an age in Amert
can history no one wishes to relve
By clecting our tirst African Amet
ican president, America has overeon¢
umerous faults in equality. while st
multancously undoing just as much
progress, especially reinforeed b.‘"th.c
passing of a gay marriage ban in Cali
tornia this past election. However, thcltj
is still a slight glimmer of hope in states
like Connecticut, where America ¢an
still be considered a land of equality:
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Sovmluecuniny we Hare, nmd heahiy,
enre e form o the Diet fon thye Obarmin
it ntion Unfortunmtely will
mean Mg with o Inhet ideolo
st solve theae ntional probleme

|

A social
actenzed by the distiibution of aid

wellare state s char-
frong the federal povernment 1o the
2009, Umited States
povernment plans 1o pive out nearly
$A70 billion m weltare and spend an-
other Arilion dollars on healtheare,

people. In the

Canada s a prime example ol the

undemable, inevitable falures of a na
tonalized, universal healtheare plan
Since it imtiation 1t has constituted
the equivalent of more than half of
Canada's entire national debt All this

O niversal
: Healtheare

for a service that 1s barely adequate.

According 1o Brian Lee Crow-
ley of the Heritage Foundation, in
his lecture on "The Top Ten Things
People  Believe  About  Canadian
Health Care, But Shouldn't”, "Medi-
care a8 we know it can only be 'sus-
tainable' i Canadians are willing to

l)('(‘('mvhcr 2008/]anuary 2009 ut: |i70ken -5

he Brink of Socialism

accept less service or more taxes ”

Cahfornia  governor  Arnold
Schwarzenegger proposed a plan for
universal statewide healthcare plan in
California earhier this year. The plan
failed for one of two
reasons' 1t either failed,
as liberals argued. to
provide enough aid to
those who could not
afford coverage, or as
conservatives asserted,
requires too much aid.

"Lowering cost and
Increasing  access, in
otherwords, are separate
and irreconcilable is-
sues,” the author writes
in “Terminated” from
the Wall Street Journal.

Theonly way forthe
government to imple-
ment a universal health-
care system would be
to do it on a national
scale. If this occurred
the American taxpayer
could expect to see ex-
ponential increases in
his or her taxes to cover the program.

While it is an idyllic system of
reciprocal  obligations  between  the
people and the government  with
the government acting as a primary
caregiver to its people, the govern-
ment has no right to infringe on per-
sonal choices such as healthcare.

s

The continual manifestation of
government power goes agamst the
principles of democracy that ensure in-
dividual liberties [f Congrzss and the
White House aim at American’s pock-
ethooks, they are depriving Americans
of the opportumities to make choces
such as which doctors to see. what
benefits they are willing to pay for or
want. and if they are willing to be tied
down to amonopolized industry s plan
Until Congress pushes legislation
through that dictates to the govern-
ment such a monumental violation of
personal liberty. it is up to the Amen-
can people to realize that it is not the
government's responsibility to man-
date that healthcare coverage should be
provided to everyone. especially 1f that
means following in Canada’s footsteps.
If the longer waits. fewer ser-
vices, aging technology. limited doc-
tor availability. closing clinics and
increased taxes were not deterrent
enough. the World Health Organiza-
tion ranks Canada's system 30th, with
the U.S. close behind. ranked 37th
Atthiscnitical social, economic. and
political juncture in Amernican history,
in a time of changing government phi-
losophies. the American people cannot
allow the federal government to grow
unrestrained into a colossus of burcau-
cracy that would trample the American
working middle class, stripping them
of their paycheck for the expansion
of federal power over the individual

What Ever Happened to the Iditarod?

10 BYAN L D=CAMIBE L L

Lach Iebruary at Collegiate Acade-
my the winter wind wisped through the
air, walering the cyes of many teams
of athletes as they trudged through the
snow. The sidelines were packed with
students yelling and  cheering, and
the teams dragged their sled by ropes
around Veterans stadiom, adrenaline
rushed and hearts pounded as the fin-
line came closer. “Just a little
further,” they

themselves

ish
bit
1old
“almost there

This the
SLene every  year.
Well, every  year
until st year, that
1n, when Academy
brought the memo-
tadition ol
Iditarod 1o @
and

wis

rahle
the

hding
left wtudents
denng why  some
one put the brakes
the  wledding
“There
be one [this year|”
Student Senite Ad
visor - Mr. Taylor
wayn, Afer [the
2000 Idiarod |1t was
decided to just keep
it part of the Winter
Olympics  [instead
of every ycar). |
think that it is a
good place for i

slop
won-

O
won't

The Iditarod should be brought
back as a ycarly tradition. Seemingly
endless  schoolwork that marks the
halfway point of the school year fills
the dull winter months. The lack of
a school spirit activity between De-
cember’s Rudi Awards and May’s
Prom and Senior Days, needs to be
filled with a school-wide day of fun.

Last year’s seniors never tasted

Collogiate students demonsteate twamwork and overcome exhaustion in the near marathoi-like
of the lditarod.

the February air due to the race’s dis-
continuation. After three years of per-
severance, they just needed to wait a
little bit longer. They kept telling them-
selves in order to get to their senior Idi-
tarod they needed to push just a little
bit further. But that day never came.

Mr. Taylor went on to comment on
the problem of physical exertion during
the race. Several people lost their break-

tine-honoced traditon

fast in the snow in 2007, and were sick
and exhausted from sprinting the laps.

“It's a good time, although [a
student] almost puked on my shoes
last [time],” Senior Pat Holmes says.

According to Dr. Gomnall, a big fan
of the Iditarod tradition, there may be
some discussion in the near future of
developing a shorter lap that would
require less physical exertion on the
students. With this, students
would be able to complete the
race with their lunch still in tact.

She says that the possibil-
ity of an lditarod taking place
this vear is not entirely ruled
out, but significant chang-
es would have 0 be made

Another major concern i~
the students who do not par-

ticipate i the event bemng
forced 0 warch the race 10
the fogd weather As 4 solu-
ton, the ree could be broad-
castwath g live teed w0 the b

screen i the auditonuim, which
Was done aen veans age
“Weshould do e this vear)
tor ceal” Senor Rvan Ziimer-
i say s Ulos sehoal spine
There v o confinnation
whether or not [ditarod
2009 will take place for sure or
nat. but it we vowee our opin-
was there 15 hope. We need
o push just 34 lide bit fur-
ther, and this tradition may-

rum 0 Academy for good.

oa



6 Religions

BY JONATHAN TALAIRICO

Worship is an aspect of relipion
that s completely unique 1o the
denomination and to the individual, My
experience in the Catholie Chureh (by
which I was raised) has always been

churchgocrsratherthanseparatepersons,

Churchgoers synchronize
responses and motions and take no
creative liberties, In faet, [ have always

the pew as possible. This is all 1 have
cver known of religion, so in order to
glimpse a different view, the newspaper
stafll” decided that a “day in the life”
of a dilferent  denomination would
assist in o more informed opinion,

Upon entering  the  Community
Missionary — Baptist ~ Church  once
Sunday morning the  parishioners
immediately accepted me as  their
brother.  Despite  peevish — attempts
to avoid cye contact with strangers,
cvery person there grected me with
a smile. They instilled in mc a sensc
of comfort while I was among them.

The parish members invited me
to cnjoy coffec and doughnuts before
the service, n weclcoming activity
during which I expericnced an excess
of handshakes and back pats. In the
corner sat a retro vending machine
most likely visiting from the 1950s.

formal and focused on the community of*

strove 1o become ns much o part of
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Baptlsts Worshlp to a Fascinatin’

Rhythm

The parishioners wore colorful formal
wenr und bejeweled ties or chorug robes,

Local newspapers print - that the
reverend will hold an 11:00 Sunday
service  there,  but - numbers  and

newsprint do not rule the church, One
ol the participunts will begin o hymn
in the upstairs sanctunry and gradually
the  friendly will
congrepate, ench bringing with him or
her an added voice and hands (o clap.

Associnte Reverend Gary  Brown
did not exaggerate in his assertion
that “it's gonna be on.™ The men and
women sing throughout the ceremony.
Lven  when  someone is  speaking,
there is usually music supplementing,
it (and often  competing  with it),

The men and woman do not strive
1o sing or pray in unison. On can hear
every voice, cach with its own unique
harmony,  phrasing, — emphasis — and
inflection. They do not allow notes
and lyrics and  Biblical  responses
1o confine them. Instead, personal
meaning scems to steer their worship.

No one in the congregation is shy to
respond aloud during the service. There
are frequent exclamations of praise and
“Amen!” Individual participation is
clearly valued in this setting. Although
they hold weekly programs, church
members  seem:-10  have. .no.. trouble

colfee  sharers

following the direction of the service,
and they already  know the songs
without having to follow the hymnal.

During,  the  sermon,  most ol
the men and women present form a
swaying, singing chain below the altar.
The reverend Herlies Murphy's words
are passionate, (he music underncath

them  unceasing, and the  devotion
of the people obvious and  true.
When | attended a service there

with my futher, the reverend introduced
us and gave us an opportunity o
speak. The parish is centirely African
American,  so  although  the  most
vigible difference between them and
ourselves is race, they arc an entirely
welcoming people and do not entertain
any preconceptions about their guests,

One  certainty  about  Christ’s
followers at the  Community
Missionary  Baptist  Church is  that
they are  enthusiastic  about  their
religion  and  entirely  accepting
without a second thought.

This is not to say that Catholicism
is any less than this. 1 do not have
the credibility to  suggest  what
religion should or should not do,
however | would not allow the
rules and status quo of a particular
denomination or religion to close my
mind to another. religious. perspective.

It Takes Faith, Understanding, and
Humility to be an Athiest

BY KATIE DIPRINZIO

The American  society is  one
that is  highly conservative and
intolerant in terms of religion, which
is why atheists arc often condemned
and almost always misunderstood.

Upon revealing the fact that |
am an atheist to very religiously
conscrvative individuals, [ have gotten
mixed reactions, from looks of pity to
being told that T am “damned to hell.”

Unfortunately for them, those words
have no ecffect on me because, well,
I do not believe that there is a hell.
However, those reactions do compel me
to offer some clarification on the true
nature of atheism and maybe a little
lesson  on tolerance.

Atheism is
not a religion.
There is no
worship;
docs not
demand
absolute,
unqucestioning
obcedience or make threats about cternal
damnation. But if individuals took the
time to dig deeper, think deeper and
learn more about atheism, they would
realize that it does share some important
characteristics  with  their  religions.

The fundamental characteristic that
all religions have in common is the
scarch for ultimate truth-the explanation
for human  existence.  However,

‘DEX

for some, like me, the gencerally
accepted  beliefs  are not  satislying,

At some point during my ten years
of Catholic education, | questioned
the teachers’ instruction. It was not
cnough for me to simply accept that
the Earth was created in seven days,
and that one woman was responsible

for the sorry state  of  humanity.
And because of that skepticism,
I began  scarching  for  different

explanations, new  beliefs that would
facilitate. my need for logic. To my
surprise, there were other people who
did not believe in God (heaven forbid).

Instead of viewing atheists as sinful
individuals, people should see us for
who we  really

are: some of the ultimate learners
and deep-thinkers of the world. We do
not simply accept what is spoon-led
to us during childhood, but steer from
the norm and scarch for our own truth,

Atheism is  often identified  as
a “belicf in nothing.” This could
not be more wrong. Like religion,
atheism involves  beliel and  faith.

IS

FFor example, [, and other atheists,
believe in scicnce. I firmly believe that as
humans, we are merely an element of the
carth’s endless, onc-way cycle of matter
and encrgy. We live, we die and after that,
there is nothing left but to decompose.

I know, this is not quitc as
glamorous an outcome as ascension
into heaven, or as favorable as living

forever, but it is reality, and a beliel
amount of

that takes an incredible
humility and inner strength to accept.

Athcists  also  have  faith.  But
instead of instilling faith in some
ultimate, supreme  being, we  instill

faith in scientific theory and  data.
You sce, atheism is
not  just a convenient

way 1o sin
without

consequence; it
is possible to
have  morality
and a conscious without religion as
a guide, Athcism is truly a scarch for
explanation and truth using  logic.

So the next time somcone tells
you that he or she is an atheist, take a
page out of the good book and love
your atheist neighbor as you love
yoursell, and practice that tolerance
those teachers taught you in Catholic
school, instead of passing judgment,
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People have always identified me g4

the African or Somalian girl; it set me
apart from all other students. However,
an carly age, 1 understood that my fellow
classmates held many misconceptiong

Africa  and  my  culture,
Many assumed that Africa was one

place- where cveryone spoke the same
Junguage, roamed around barely clothed,
lived in huts and lived amongst the wild
animals. 1 had been so accustomed to
being asked il ever rode a lion or lived
in the jungle that it all became funny,

that — all  changed  afler
11, 2001. 1 was no
Jonger identificd by my nationality

But

- suddenly it became my religion,

Just in the fifth grade at the time,
I did not completely comprehend the
hand. While we  waited
in linc at the supermarket, | did not
understand  why cveryone  stared at
my mother because she wore a hijab,

It was not a big deal before,
but suddenly it garnered so much
attention, 1 did not fully fathom the
snickers around us. I could hear
th¢ “why do not they just leave us
alone™ or “haven’t they done enough”.

The onc that hurt the most was “why
don’t they go back to their country.”
Was America not my country anymore?
I understand that it is a nation with a

Holiday
S|

Department stores have replaced
pumpkins with poinscttias, ghosts
with Santas, and orange and black
carpets with red and green bows.
The phrases, “The perfect Christmas
present for that special
someone,” and “Find
the lowest prices on
toys for a memorable
Christmas  day,” are
plastered along the
walls of local malls,

These  sights are
commonplace for
shoppers to  witness |
during the Christmas
scason, yet not all
shoppers in America e
celebrate that holiday "éﬁ i
that has become the
norm in advertisements,JePenney admils !
Anierica contains muny oalied S Gl
diverse individuals who are allowed to
practice their own faiths, but the media
during holiday seasons could lead
people to believe the United States is
made up solely of Christian citizens.

Junior  Brittani  Wood  says.
“I'm Jewish and I understand that
We are a minority in America.
However, 1 do sometimes wish that
commercials and other advertising
campaigns  had more focus on
Jewish and other religious holidays.”

Macy’s hangs banners reading
“Happy Holidays”atevery entranccand
requires employees to repeat the phrase
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@, I Don’t Know

,ian majority, but the whole reason
p qnl\'unmigrulcdhcrc wasbecause jt
" ation of acceptance and diversity,

Land

Gradually we became “those™
pople. | could feel the stares and
s the fingers. But 1 was hoping it
s just another misconception, one

s inAmerica are going through a rough patch.

that 1 coulg soon laugh about as well.

A f.cw years later, at a middle
Eric, just as (he

school in

bell rang 10
report to homeroom,
someone | thought
I knew very well
came 1o up 1o me
and  told e 1o
kindly ask  Osama
Bin Laden 1o stop
bombing us. 1 10ld
him 1 did not know
Osama Bin  Laden
because | thought
he was joking but he
replied, “Well, he's
part of your people.”

T h ¢ s ¢
misconceptions  did
not make me laugh;
instead they stung,
I could tolerate
strangers  believing
thisbut not someone |
knew, someone 1 had
talked to, laughed
with, and wrongfully
thought knew me.

The. very same
day a couple boys thought it would be
funny to mention bombings and Bin
Laden whenever | would pass them
in the hallway. I thought it was rather

PHOTO COURTEST OF 5 Ot et

Osama Bin Laden

ridiculous that I suddenly was linked to
all these things just because of my faith.

Over the years, whenever |
would go to the local Masjid with my
family, 1 would meet girls who had
come over all parts of the globe. They
would (el me  unfortunate  stories
about how they would conceal their
faith s0 as to be left alone at school.

One story, in particular, was difficult
to fathom. A ten year old's hijab was
ripped ofl' her head by a couple of
immature  students  who thought it
was a funny and clever stunt to pull.

As their confidante, 1 wanted to
desperatelyhelpthem. Ithurtmetobelieve
that such young and impressionable
girls were afraid to be (hemselves
because of the opinions of others.

Some resorted to homeschooling
because they were unable to put up
with so much bullying. When | would
tell them of my experiences, they would
gather around me wondering how 1
reacted. I told them, though sometimes
I let the comments go, most of the
time | found myself speaking up and
standing firm in what 1 belicved in.

I was not going to change who
I was to please others. I had hoped
they would do the same because
these bright, beautiful and fascinating
young girls did not and should not

have to hide or run from anything.
I could handle the rude remarks
because | had come to be confident

and  unwavering i my  beliefs.
But what about the young gitls?
Who would stand up for them?

Didthesnickersbotherme? They were
not delightful. Did the stares hurt? Yes,
but I could deal with it. What I could not
deal with was this awful misconception
about my faith. The religion | had
grown up loving and admiring, people
now saw as a violent and angry onc.

There is a large misconception
about Islam. My religion, a religion
of peace, is associated with terrorisim.
This small minority of “Muslims™ are
ruining and tamishing the image of a
true Muslim. But it is not entirely their
fault that people view Islam this way.
It is also the fault of the thousands of
people out there who decide to believe
that is Islam. They are the ones stomping
on and misunderstanding  Islam.

I will never be ashemed of being a
Muslim.Butlamashamedtoacknowledge
that there are still people out there who
believe being a Muslim makes you un-
Amecrican, unpatriotic or a terrorist. The
nation exists on the value of religious
freedom. In reality, what makes onc un-
American is not understanding the core
values that make this nation beawtiful.

dvertising Appeals to
ecific Religions

tocustomers. The store claims this phrase
sinclusive of all holidays that take place
during the last few months of the year.

However, when they place the same
bamer with a waving Rudolph in front
of a twinkling
Christmas
tree  with a
speech  bubble
© reading “Happy
Holidays,” they
are  obviously
. appealing  to
é the  Christian
‘holiday.
: Macy’s s

| not the only

store that has

a tendency

, P ¢ - v P > 10
holday cata swse 10 appeal

Cataiogye, - ogue is the standard

Christmas

JCPenney admits that their
.,O,hd_ay catalogue is always called the
hristmag Catalogue.” Another major
“Panment siore, Dillards, designed
;‘ new» holiday phrase to display
" their adventisements, “Discover
Mismas,  Discover  Dillards.”
app(:‘llh'le holiday advertising may only
majon 10 the hqhdays practiced by fhe
the > Some individuals do not mind
€Onstant - Christmas ~ atmosphere.
C()”I:"i“a")’ Friedman, a senior at
e 15 ?le Acfldemy and a membcr_ of
he C;}sh faith, says, “I don’t mind
Nstmas music, decorations, and

holj day.

themes that fill stores and commercials
during the holiday season because
living in a large city like Eric means
having a large population of people
who celebrate Christmas; it’s expected.”

Even though biased holiday
advertising may seem to exclude people
who practice other religions, companies
do have the right to decide the most
profitable marketing strategy.  That
means if stores want to display Santa
Claus placing a pair of Macy’s diamond
studded carrings under a Christmas
tree, it is their choice and not a decision
to be made by the government.

Wood explains, “People who are part
of the marketing aspect of companies
could be Christian, which mcans they
have a right to voice their religious
views in the form of advertising just
like any other religion would have
the right; just as long as they don't
push their belicfs on other pcoplc.“.

Holiday marketing is a big part of
America’s capitalistic society. While a
variety of religions and races comprise
modern America, it is undeniable that
Christianity has the largest following
in the country, meaning it has become
the standard holiday in television
shows, music, and  advertising.

Advertisers could take steps to
shed more light on other religions, but
American shoppers will continue to sce
a commercial of a jolly man in a red suit
placing a Toys R’ Us gift ca{rd below a
sparkling, red and green Christmas tree.

Coca Cola has used Santa Claus in their holiday advertisements ever year.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AD CLASSIX
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The inevitable  clash  between
political  correctness  and  religious
frececdom  manifests  during  the

holiday season. Extremists from both
partics lash out over contemporary

celebrations of Christmas.
According to the  Washington
Post, 85 percent  of  Americans

arc Christian, with still more who
celebrate the secular, borderline pagan,
commercialized holiday of American
Christmas. Even with such a large
following, 59 percent of people polled
ina FOX News Opinion Dynamics Poll
feel that Christianity is under attack.
Fanatical  crusaders for either
political correctness or preservation of
traditional beliefs draw lines between
marginalizing religions, defending
religious  freedom  and  promoting
secular tradition. These radicals cause
almost half of Americans to feel that
Christmas itself is being assaulted,
according to the same FOX News poll.
While the First  Amendment
guarantees the right of free and open
religious practice to all citizens, the
Constitution does not ensure that they
will “never be offended by any religious
symbolism,” as Albert Mohler notes
in his article “Anti-Christmas Bias
and the Political Correctness Police.”
Christmas is shelicred under the
First Amendment. Yet public displays
such as nativity scenes and mistletoe
provoke irate liberals to denounce

&

these  icons  as
openly neglecting
diverging belicfs, and o
ultraconservatives o
to  upbraid  such
displays as  evil.
The Church o
condemned  images
such as Santa Claus
and Christmas trecs
as blasphemous until
the fourth century, but |
ironically, these pagan
symbols are now the
heart of the modern
idea of Christmas.
In today’s society,
this holiday is not as
much of a celebration
of Jesus Christ’s birth
as it is of presents,
charity and family
gatherings.  Secular
displays arc in no
way religious except
in their changing cultural connotations.
But still, as John O’Sullivan in
National Review says, “The Spirit of
Scrooge is abroad in the land seeking
a hostile takcover of the Christmas
message.” Christmas needs to arm
itself with whatever it can, be it smnll
action hero figurines or Evar
wiclding their First Amendment nglm
In the Land of the Free, freedom
is restricted to only hypersensitive

—
o
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Merry Christmas, Iconoclasts.

S

I'M SICK oF /

ALL THIS
POLITICAL

CORRECTIESS)

CAN WE QST
CALLITWHATS
\TIS 222

minority groups. Such high-strung
adherents  threaten ‘to paint the
masses as demeaning and oppressive
if they do not surrender their own
religious rights to accommodate all.

It is discriminative to claim
that Christianity marginalizes while
condoning a stronger public presence
of minority religions. Controversy
surrounds  an ~ issueless  holiday,
caused by the soreness of iconoclasts.
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Political correctness has taken over the Christmas spirit and turned it into a commercialized,
consumer-based fraud.

Businesses  maintain  the right
to advertise using Christmas songs,
with iconic figures that now connote
Christmas, just as the individual retains
the right to give out Christmas cards.

It is ludicrous for the few who
are nothing more than agitators to
trample festivities.

upon  holiday

Merry  Christmas,  everyone!

Christmas is Not a Religious Holiday
to Most Americans

BY KATY WITKOWSKI

Children around America wait
patiently for that time of the year
when everyone is out of school for
a week, and they can ask
for whatever they want.

Christmas is a
holiday that has changed
American  culture.  In
the past, Christians
viewed Christmas as a
celebration of Jesus’ birth.
As the years progressed,
however, it became less of a
religious holiday, and more
and more of a cultural one.

In the 21st century, children
hardly remember the “*Christ™ part
of the holiday and the gifts the
Three Kings gave to little
babyJesusin Bethlehem.

Accordigng 1o
a  Newsweek  poll
conducted in 2004,
17 percent of all
Christians  believe
that the Nativity
scene,  including
the Virgin Birth,
the Wise Men,
the angel Gabriel,
ctc., was written to
establishfaithinJesus

Christ. In the same poll, 59 percent of
all non-Christians polled believed that
the nativity scene was not

historically  accurate.
“I’'m sure that
Christmas is very
religious  for’
some  people,
but not for me
because the
paradigm has
shifted...

I think
capitalism
has a lot

to do

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN WAAS

Nate Repasz is one of the many Americans who believe that Christmas in

the United States is a cultural celebration.

with it,” says junior Nate Repasz.
When someone says “Christmas,”
children across the country now
think of food, snowball fights, no
school and of course, presents.
Children, teenagers and adults
see Christmas as the time for giving.
However, things like money, clothing
and expensive toys are the only
presents they think about. The love and
compassion in giving are considered to
be looking through a store window the
week before Christmas and seeing an
expensive shirt (on sale) that reminds
someone of his or her boyfriend
or girlfriend, husband or wife.
For shopping outlets around
America, Christmas time is when they
shine the brightest. The first official
day of Christmas shopping, Black
Friday, brings mothers out of
their beds at four in the morning
and out to the shops to get
cverything that their children’s
hearts desire. This tradition
gives malls the opportunity
to make a profit without
straining parents’ budgets.
“If  there

is  no
preestablished  element
of devotion, I'm only

in it for the business because

[companies] only see Christmas as the
perfect time to make a profit,” says
mall employee and senior Clay Grego.

Although the Christmas rush
sends ripples through parents’ budgets,
nobody seems to complain much.
It would be a lot cheaper to get the
holiday back to basics and just give
the love and compassion that strangers
and homeless deserve, but America’s

quick, easy fixes and obsession
with materialistic possessions
have gotten Americans this far.

To some families, the tradition of
going to mass has gone nowhere in the
past half century. One 1954 article in
The Christian Century said that “itis un-
Americantobeun-religious!“Andmun_v
have proven that during the holidays.

There are still a surprising amount
of people going to Christmas masses.
According to a 2005 Gallup Poll.
43 percent of all American adults
are “unchurched” during the regular
year. This study did not include
holiday seasons such as Christmas.

When more people attend mass
regularly throughout the year and see
the light of love, maybe then America
can sce less expensive toys leaving the
shelves and more cookies leavi ing the
oven- Looklgsthatlnvcl()\«.mevgrybltt
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students Immerse Themselves in the Holiday Spll‘lt

L alOR
- crowflakes fall heavily outside a

" “‘\Lmj window while oversized

‘\. mugs filled with hot, creamy
3 { atop a fireplace mantle.  The
e ““\m\mcnngﬁm flicker below
= hings hung carcfully in a linc. This
o could be the pinnacle of a
L holiday moment, but giving a
\J; it to a litde boy
| who never receives
« on  Chrstmas
¢ can fill a person
L T wammth than any

. or Cup of cocoa ever can.

]\. e are many charity
s that run during the
. of October through

o M

e, such as Seeret
an association  that
funds and  makes
jons o toy drive
as  that  benefit
children during
Chnstmas  hohidays.
with this  well-

\long !
jonation program - is
< Northwest Pe ennsvivania Second
~oat Food Bank. a group that takes
i products, packages them and
utes the food to the needy
in the arca.  While they run
they especially  encourage
ns around  the  holidays
people’s spirits need lifting.

{» Pennsylvania alone, programs
weh as Holiday Gift Wrapping for
Canny. Toys for Tots and annual
éives  offer  students the
to get involved, give back
vlimately make a difference

Think

During the holidays people are
inclined to be a little nicer, give a
lile more, and be more charitable.
People can do this in numerous
was: volunteering at soup Kitchens,
donating money or perhaps giving to
e Treasures for Children ministry.

Although not as popular as some of
the charities people seek to help during
the Christmas season, Treasures for
Children is important. The Salvation
Amy heads up this helpful charity, and
withall the work they do, it is necessary
10 bring attention to this program.

Clara Holden, the leader of local
Treasures for Children effort in Erie
xplains, “The main goal of our ministry
s 10 provide happiness in the form
of a gift and love expressed through
giving for people experiencing hard
times during the holiday season.”

Treasures for Children
seeks to provide new
toys and clothing
for the kids of

Aown

N
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in the lives of those less fortunate,
“Charity work makes me  put
in perspective  how good ' have
|‘l ompared  to  other people,”
says Hannah ‘
Junior gt Collegiate
\Vhllcthcorgamzanonst
are well-known, v,

Gleichsner, a
Academy.
hemselves
ery few people know

couATESY

Volunteering spreads holiday cheer among lhose wha
less fortunate.

the generous volunteers who make
those events possible. They spend
their free time passing out food to the
homeless, gathering cans for food drives
and putting together Christmas care
packages filled with toys and clothes.

Gleichsner says, “Last year |
participated in The Festival of the
Trees, helped my church with Operation
Christmas Child and worked with my

church to put on a food drive to give |

holiday dinners to needy families. This
year 1 plan to help my church again
with Operation Christmas Child.”

Operation Christmas  Child is
an organization that has students
‘raisc money and spend an entire
Saturday buying toys, clothes and
other necessities. They then spend
the cvening creating gift packages
filled with presents that they send to
needy children in Africa who rarely

get to cxperience Christmas.

Junior  Katic  Jobczynski
says, “Last year [ helped fill
bags with food for needy
familics to have Thanksgiving
dinners, and this year I will be
serving a Thanksgiving dinner
to exchange students.” It is
truly inspiring to see teenagers,
who are usually stereotyped as
being self centered or shallow,
giving back to the community.

Even  though  Academy
students are not required to
volunteer, they are well-known

werans fOr their work in  programs
are like NHS, the Care Team and

many others; these students

arec more concerned with making a
difference in the world, than jotting
down service hours on a resume.
This involvement in charity and
volunteer organizations does not
waver a bit when the busy holiday
season comes along. Students become
involved in holiday charity programs
for many different reasons: some to
gain service hours, some to benefit
“loved ones and some just do it because
they feel it is their responsibility.
“I've just always found myself
willing to help others because I have

P T P

the ability
to give my
time, and
it would be
a waste not to
do what I can,”
Jobezynski says. Attitudes
like these help put smiles on
the faces of families who do not have
the means to celebrate the holidays.
Senior Megan Blackford says. I
volunteer because it’s something that I
can do to actually make a difference.
I can impact someone’s life with the
simple act of volunteering. It is a
great way to help others who are less
fortunate or just need a little aid.”
Whatever the reason students get
involved, the most important factor
is they are giving back and helping
to bring holiday spirit. with the
assistance of good food and thoughtful
gifts, to the sick, the poor. the old and
the hungry families of the country.
While some children anxiously
mark uptheirToys R’US magazines with
red circles around potential Christmas
gifts, others wait patiently for a single
plate of food in a homeless shelter.
Though this situation may bring
pity to some. it brings inspiration to
others to become part of the solution.
This feeling is the driving power
behind many students who decide that
the holidays are about more than eating
mounds of food and opening dozens of
gifts; they are about bringing peace
and happiness to all those around.
A truly warm  sentiment
if  ever there was one.

of Others This Holiday Season

needy families. Churches, businesses,
schools and other organizations can
placeaChristmastreeintheirfacilityand
then purchase gifts to place underneath.
In the past this organization was
known as the Angel Tree ministry.
The Christmas trees were decorated
with tags with the child’s name, age
and gender on it. Toys used to be
purchased for specific children, but this
sometimes resulted in toys that did not
fit the child’s personality. Although
the children and families who received
the gifts were always thankful for
the gesture, the gift was sometimes
quite out of character for the child.
In order to resolve the issue of
mismatched gifts the Salvation Army
places all of the presents in a mock
store. The parents can then “shop” (the
gifts are free) for their child. This way
each kid will receivea gift they love and
cherish. Thisalsoallows parents the joy
of picking out presents for their kids.
Whichever organization sponsors

the tree is responsible for the storage of
thie gifts. After all of the presents are
bought the Salvation Army comes to
collect the donations. Meals are passed
out along with the presents to help
provndeahappyhohdayforlhctdmnl|cs
Collc;,mlc Academy teacher Ms.
Wagner says, “After my experiences
at Sarah Reed, I can see the benefits
of programs like this. Most of the

children’s gifts came from similar
organizations.” Ms. Wagner recognizes
the importance that projects like
Treasures for Children have. She also
stresses the importance of volunteering
during and after the holidays.

Senior  Patrick Holmes has
participated  with  Treasures for
Children with his church:  “Last
year my family bought clothes for a

PrOTO COURTESY O NELTRONS

The Treasures for Children Ministry donates gifts to children of underpriviledged families.

little boy; it felt really nice to know I
Helped bring joy to a family in need.”

Treasures for Children is a great
way to get involved with helping the
less fortunate in the community. It
can bring joy to a needy family and
spread a little extra holiday cheer.
Contact the Salvation Army online
at  www.salvationarmyusa.org  or
call (814) 454-6497 to help out.
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The Way to Achieving Energy Independence

BY ALEXANDER DAVIS

United  States taxpaycrs  contest
forcign  oil more than any other
subject. For almost 40 years the United
States has been rapidly increasing its
dependence on imported ol for energy,
to the point where even a decrease of
10 per cent could cripple American
energy by a minimum of seven percent.

Economist, geologist,
environmentalist, and even corporate
busmess man for big oil, T. Boone
Pickens has been working fervently
on a way to release foreign oil’s
grnip on  United  States  energy.

“We could casily cut down our
foreign o1l consumption by at Ilcast
38 percent simply by incorporating
domestic natural gas nto our cnergy
plan,” Pickens states n his own
personal energy plans for the country.

Pickens Plan, which “calls for
building new wind gencration facilitics
that will produce 20 pereent of our
nation's clectricity and
allow us to use natural
gas as a transportation
fuel. The combination
of these  domestic
energies can  replace

Nuclear

more than one-third
of our forcign oil
imports,” which
according o the oy
website WAVW,

pickensplan.com. is all

puts America on the 2/most completely.

track for renewable and ccologically
friendly energy resources for the future.

College Costs Take a
Toll on Youth

BY KATY WITKOWSKI .
For many high school students

who look forward to college, the costs
are one of the many things that scare
them about leaving home. Because
of the current financial
crisis staring prospective
college students in their
faces, college 1s looking iz,
like a futurc filled with
debt up to their ecye
balls.

“l have come to
accept the fact that 1 do
not have the money to
pay for college, but I'm

Uy 0 T B

B e g
hotte S

s an
o w0,

e & 5

scholarships as possibleof federal loan.
to help me reduce the

debt 1 will be in,” says senior Mike
Adams.

This is also the first time for most
students to take out loans or search
for scholarships to be able to even
think about furthering education. The
thousands of dollars look scary at first,
but after taking a closer look, high
school students have nothing to fear.
Seniors can find financial aid when
they look for it.

According to the National Center
of Education Statistics, 63 percent of
all undergraduates cnrolled in 2003-
2004 received some type of financial

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLLEGEBOARD.COM

. Forty percent of college >
looking for as manyyndergraduates receive some sort Teceive some type of

than student loans that helped pay less
tuition.

“Over half of our student body
receivessometype ofmeritscholarship,

which «is  based
smagringsres on  their  academic
~iv  achievements,”  says
== ouidance  counselor|

" Mrs. Nichols.
Mr. Marnella,
another  Collegiate

Academy  guidance
. counselor, says that
nearly 85 percent of]
the students he helps

St Lo
)

financial aid: merit,
need-based, or both.

Also, according to a College
Board study, undérgraduale students
of the 2006-2007 school year received
$97.1 billion in many different kinds
of financial aid, such as work study,
federal loans and tax credits and
deductions.

“I know that during the ten years
after college, I will be working very
hard to try to pay off my student loans.
I don’t have the money now, but I'm
going to college to get a job to earn it,”
says senior Mariah Sager.

But student loans come less often
as they did a decade ago. According

to the same 2007

and other government aid programs.

aid. It also states that the majority of
the 63 percent received more grants

WA ARVERSN CIALEGEAP COM

College costs can be easily paid through scholarships. student

College Board
study, federal loans
~~to undergraduate
/students decreased
percent
between the 1996-
1997 school year|
fand the 2006-2007
rear.
- Will  student]
iK1 loans become
‘Mless common in
the coming years,
leaving  college]
students to struggle
and resort to other means for paying for
higher education, like credit cards?

US soutces of
electrical generation

PoT0 CouRTesy or
completely achievable Utilizing available wind power
within 10 years and could cut natural gas consumption

completely encrgy independent nation
Pickens Plan already shows success in
small towns such as Sweetwater, Texas
which moved to completely renewable
cnergy by building wind  farms,
exhibited an increase of available
jobs by 25%, all of which arc high
paying. The property on which these
wind farms are lcased also create extra

The Plan also provides numerous
financial 'benefits for the country. The
current forcign oil dependency will
cost the United States
about $700 billion 1n
2008, and could chmb
as high as $10 trillion by
2018. Pickens believes
that by following his

plan  America could  income for the farmers who lease them,
casily reduce the current along with a cut in their energy bill.
bill - for foreign ol If the communitics, lowns,

citics, and eventually states of the
United States mirrored  the energy
policy of Sweetwater, Texas or
the one depicted 1 Pickens Plan,
the country would be cnsured an
ecologically, and more importantly
and  cconomically sound  future.

by over $300 billion

Large savings such
as this could then be used
to invest more heavily
in renewable resources,
which in due ime would
completely rid the United States of
foreign oil dependence, and creatc a

Student Art
Flourishes at

Collegiate Academy

Artwork courtesy of Rose Heid

Natura!
Gas

PICKENSPLAN COM

FHOTOS COURTESY OF DANNY HARS
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Winter is Here. Do Not Waste It!

BY ABIGAIL TAYLOR

This year, Collegiate Academy
has a winter break made up of twelve
days. which 1s cleven more days than
it takes to get sick of your family,
and cight more days than it takes o
watch every episode of your favorite
TV show. Unfonunutcly most of
the students will be missing school
with four days still left to have fun,

Because of the “no homework
over  break™ policy, the diligent

Baking goodies during winter break is & longtim

worth all the hard work.

students, who are eager to learn,
cannot even get ahead in their work
for the upcoming semester. Bummer!

Since  everyone  will  have
a2 ot of tme on their hands,
there 1s no excuse to do nothing.

Because there 1s a 99 percent
chance of snow in Erie and the
surrounding areas, take advantage
of the snow. For the students who
are nvolved in Ski Club this year
and have already purchased their
passes, remember that they include
unhmited free skiing until Dec. 25

For the many students not involved:
in Ski club, this is the time to try!
That may be a little too dangerous

or strenuous for some people, but
the Peak also has a tubing hill that
involves no walking, not even to
the top of the hill. Also remember
§Ieddvng. snow angels, icc skating,
and of course making a snowman

“It is too cold to go outside,” one
might say, but that 1s not a good enough
excuse to sleep vacation away! Try
planning a fun New Years Eve party
If that 1s a little too much work, catch

snicker-doodle
butter  cookies
a cookbook. After
of the oven, put them
plate and add a bow, A
a nice personal touch
be added to any gift,

Volunteering 15

or  peanut
online or in
they are out
on 4 nice
card s also
that  can

" will make somenne clse sinile,
and that will be worth the tirne

After all of the exhausting,
work ol beny an amazing
friend and citizen, make a fin
in the fire place preferably
watch a few holiday moves,
l and drink a big mug of hot

one of the most P COCon Pegardless  of
satisfying  ways religion, watching
to getinvolved holiday et
and have a o4 fun way o
fun  time. spend any stonny
“rom winter night
making "My favorite
cards and movie around the
singing ﬂ’ holidays is E)f with
carols at % o Will Farrell, | would
~ the nursing %,,r s ‘ love 1o hve in New
““homes  to # ; York City, and | wish

PHOTO COURTESY OF V(W JOYOFBAKING, COM

e tradition and biting into a warm cookie is

up on those presents that are “on the
counter,” but really were never bought.
It ‘t.hey' really are on the counter, but
they-are not wrapped yet, take the time
to-do so to show the receiver that there
was_time. put o to make it special.
Sometiimes:the hardest gifts to pick

out are for your family and best friends.
Make. homemade cookies. This does
1ot mear putting the pre-made dough in
the-oven and Setting the timer for fifteen
minutes. 'No one will be impressed.
“Before turning.on the oven, make

_sure to have pargntzil approval to use

it. Also it is vital to know where the
fire extinguisher .is” located.  Find
a good recipe for chocolate chip,

working in the
soup  kitchen,
there are  an
infinite
number

v of  ways /

to  make ¢
someone
else’s
holiday
season a

litle bit 4

¥

1atl

brighter.  Rally up a
group of friends to go and volunteer
fora few hours. It will not take long, but

[ could cat M&Ms
and  chocolate  syrup
(not on my spaghett)
for breakfast,” says
Julha Chermicky who
plans to have a very
cventful winterbreak
Lastly, to the few
lucky individuals
who are going to
someplace sunny for
break, all of the ignored
texts  from  people
in Erie are not a
result of the bad
cell  service.
Everyone
here will
be too

busy  playing
inthesnowandbakingcookics
to talk about how tan you have become,

Dear Carolynne and Emily,

[ am absolutely dreading the
holidays. My whole family is
coming over, and I'm getting kicked
out of my room. I love my family
and everything, but not enough to
give up my room. 1 have delicate
spinal issues, so I need my own
bed My bossy sister doesn 't seem to
understand this, so I'm getting kicked
out. Any advice?

~ Forgotten Gimp

Emily: Don’t let her boss you
around: two can play this game.
‘Trash the room as much as possible
before she comes, and hide all her
clothes while she’s in the shower.
Make her wish she had never come.

Carolynne: | recommend

that you just become the dreaded
roommate. You know, the one who
is afraid of the dark and has frequent
Mariah Carey impersonation dreams.

~ TFireside Chats
~With Emily and Carolynne

wills, but when you're all alone and
abandoned someday, you will have

no need for the extra money. Happy
Holidays!

Dear Carolynne and Enuly,

First of all, don't
label me, okay? We're
all people. Second of
all, my feet are always
Jreezing cold. Actually,
1 think one of them just "
fell off See, evervdav i £

walk to and from school ¥

in the snow, but I cannot” ™~

stand those calve-lugh

hoots everyone is wearing this winter
You know, those tan ones with the

fuzzy lining. Obviously though, I can't

wear anything that everyone else s
wearing. That is absolutely degrading
(o my age, race, and gender: But that
doesn stop my feet from going numb
Help!

Cold Feet

FIOTO COURTESY OF DANNY AR

Emily: First of all, you cannot
start off'a question that begins
with “Don’t label me” because we
automatically will. Second of all,
I have no idea what you're talking
about, 1don’t follow the trends - 1
start them.

Carolynne: Yes,

Emily, which explains
why everyone is

“wearing a giant,
black, open-toed boot

- on their night foot

= You’re a trendsetter,

all right,

/%

Emily: Actually, 1t’s the left foot.

Dear Carolyane and Enuly,
This is humihating, | can't beliove
L'm even writing 1o you losers. But
I've gota problem, and Tneed help
fast Ever since D was voung, [ was
mortified of Santa Claus in any form

JSrom Christmas parties. I am very

Yes, Tam terrified of a fat, jolly man
in a suit, but seriously, he is a creep
As a result, Lam forced 1o stay away

populat, so this makes it even more
difficult. Help - or whatever it is you
do.

~ Ruined By Santa

Carolynne: T know exactly how
10 solve your problem. Just get
the most realistic chocolate Santa
you can find and make your own
Yuletide voodoo doll. 1T know a quick
decapitation of my edible enemies
generally gets me through the day.

Enuly, *Calls therapist®
I

Please Note: The views and
opunons expressed by the advisors
are not necessantly those of Fhe
Rhictorieal Question or Collegrate
Academy,

You may be omutted from a few
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County School Athletes Receive Less

BY CASEY FOLGA

The problem that presents itsclf
with Collegiate Academy, a public
school  without an official sports
program, is not that sports are
absent, but rather that the athletes
do not receive the same amount of
acknowledgement for their hard work.

Collegiate tends 1o
pluce more emphasison
the city school athletes.
Due 1o the availability
ol schedules, the
McDowell  scason s
the only county school
schedule posted in the
cafeteria.  The sport
schedules exclude
the scason games of
schools like ITroquois,
Harbor Creek, Girard,
Fort  LeBoceul, North
Last, General McLane-
the  county  schools.

The majority of student athletes,
201 students, play sports for one of the
threecity schools, butthe4 1 county sport
athletes who also attend Collegiate are

doing exceptionally well

and  deserve due  recognition.

While volleyball players from East,
Vincent and Central were trick-or-
treating, North East and Harbor Creck
girls volleyball players spent their time
on the court at District playoffs without
from  Collegiate.

any recognition

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICX MOLMES

Patrick Holmes, a Collegiate athlete playing for Iroquois,
also feels that city athletes tend to receive more credit.

Afterspeaking with Mr. Luthringer,
history teacher and athletic director
at Collegiate, some of the reasons for
the differences in athlete recognition
became apparent.  The fact that
Collegiate does not have an official
director coordinating all of the different
schools sports programs is problematic.

Mr. Luthringer reccives all of
the sports information from either the
newspaper or student athletes, and
points out that since most Collegiate
athletes play for the city he receives

more news about them. He has very |

little contact from the county schools
about sport schedules or records.

could have better communication
with the District schools then
the whole process would be
different.”  He recognizes
Collegiate does not presently
have the ideal situation, but
that it ultimately falls on
students to make the change.
If students make the
effort to get their tcams
scores posted, announced,
etc. then Mr. Luthringer will

Perhaps this situation seems

unfair. North East Volleyball
player Katherine

Palmer, along with

many  others,

thinks so. She
says, “I have
noticed that
during

the  sports
assemblics

the city
schools get a

lot of credit,

but the county
schools are kind
of meshed together.”

The differences in recognition are
apparent, yet change really cannot
take place without considerable time
spent in research of each school,
or the effort of county athletes to
get their sport “achievements heard.

Mr. Luthringer is eager to give
credit to all athletes. Tum in sport

Ski Club is Tiny Price for Great Fun

BY SCOTT TARASOVITCH

It is rare to mention skiing or
snowboarding and not hear grumblings
like “too expensive” “too hard” or
the popular “too cold”. There will
always be students who use these
superficial excuses, but for those
who are willing to listen, there is
indeed another side to the story.

Ski Club meets at Peak N’ Peek
Resort for eight consecutive Fridays
starting the first week of January. A bus
picks up all club members at 3:30 p.m.,
and returns them to Academy around

10:00 p.m. The cost changes each year, -

butitlevitatesaround $120-$150 for the

lift ticket, and $70-$80 for the bus ride. p

Ski Club advisor Mr. Feiock

says, “This program has a really good ’

price. People get a chance to ski or
snowboard with their friends, and
people who have never tried before

have a chance to get lessons, t00.”

Fellow senior Eric Adamus
adds, “The halfpipe they have
for snowboarding is  definitely
cool. There arc numerous trails as
well, ranging from the beginning
hills 1o challenging  inclines.”

While the price of going may be a
great value, Peak N’ Peak’s concessions
can be costly. Senior Adam Stolarski,
a snowboarder, says, “Even though the
food at the peak is really expensive, ski
clubisstillalotoffun,andllovetodoit.”

Junior  Rich  Wendel agrees,
“The food is extremely expensive,

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY MCKINNEY

Seth Taylor maneuvers his way down the slopes.

but other than that [ have heard that
the overall package is pretty cheap
compared with other programs.
Plus  you do spend practically
your whole day at the Peak, too.”

\ The threat .of injury

%% getting people to join.
l“ Wendel says, “I have only
seen a few accidents in
my life, but beginning
snowboarders tend to be the
common victims. Injuries
are rare, nevertheless they
are expected. I mean,
everybody falls, especially
when the snow is really
4 packed and icy because it
¢ makesithardtoturnorstop.”
i Stolarski  says, I

f do not know anybody
§ who has been seriously
hurt lately. For sure,
though, it does happen.”

Regardless of these
negatives, Stolarski and
Wendel agree that ski club
is well worth their time and
money, and that being with
friends is a huge bonus.

Thus, even if skiing
or snowboarding never
really crossed students’
minds before, they should
weigh the pros and cons

accordingly. Some students
may just prefer keeping warm with a
hot cup of chocolate, and obviously
everybody has their preferences.
However, it is rare for a program like
this to offer so much bang for the buck.

fa {

not be left with so much to do. ( g A

Sport Recognition

Mr. Luthringer says, “If we /

PMOTOS COURTESY OF LR

schedules and
important events to

him to get them posted

’ in the cafeteria. KING
TV can also broadcast
information on the sports segment.
And finally do not forget to submit
photos, video clips, etc. to the media
arts students for the sports assembly.
With the cooperation of student
athletes, the media outlets of Collegiate
Academy, and the help of Mr
Luthringer, it is possible for county and
city school athletes to receive duecredit.

Sports
A\ [ GlrIsCmss Country:
>\ is another roadblock in

District 10 Fall

First Team All-Star:

Anna Dunsworth- SV

Sccond Team All-Star:

Nicole Fiorenzo- Central Tech

Boys Cross Country:
First Team All-Star:
Liam Phillips- McDowell

Girls Soccer:

Region 6 Player of the Year:

Morgyn Patterson- SV

First Team All-Star:

Morgyn and Meghyn Patterson- SV
Second Team All-Star:

Brianna Opperman and Colleen Kresse- SV

Boys Soccer:

First Team All-Star;

Jordan M. Hart- Central Tech
Second Team All-Star:

Mike Murphy- Central Tech

Girls Yolleyball:

First Team All-Star:

Sara Narusewicz- Central Tech
Second Team All-Star:

Cortnie Prenaut- Central Tech

Girls Tennis D-10 Class AAA Champions:
Singles Champ:

Abby Taylor- McDowell

Doubles Champ:

Brittany Friedman- McDowell

Football D-10 Class AAA Champions and
Quartertinalist for States:
Strong Vincent

Arthur Adams

Tom Churchill

Alex Davis

Sean Herron

Jumes Hormuanshi

Shane Hurlburt

Dylan Nantes

Ramsey Ortiz-Estrada
Zachary Silvis

Mark Woodel
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