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ATHAN TALARCO 
COSIsteney is not a problem 

*ith ne Collegiate Academy Sports 
League team. Despite its annual 
rotation of competitors. the team 
has continually achieved one of the 
highest positions at the national level. 

Last ycar four ASL team members 
graduated. so there 
were uncertainties 

about how the team 
would fa1r this year 
A: the Norember 

1Sth competition at 
Merey hurst College. 
however. Academy 
once again defeated 
the other schools. 

They gained another 
win at the Penn State 

Behrendcompetution 
on December 6th. 

Competition results 
can be found on 

page 2 of this issue. 

BY JAME BADAMS 

Junior 
Yogeswaran. 
new addition to the ASL family. has 
already inherited the confidence 
of returming members. She 
asserts that Collegiate owns. 

Chorus, 

That common characteristic of 
conîdence is not to be confused with 
arrogance. however. The team endures 
many hours of study, test-taking, and 

Women's 

THE RHETORICAL QUESTION 

Chorus, 

Collegiate 
Voices, and 

On Dec. 9 Collegiate Academy's 
choral groups charmed audiences 
with their "best winter concert [in] 
years" according to Carly Dodick, a 
sophomore at Collegiate Academy. 

Four groups including ninth 
Grade Giris 

Chamber 
Singers 

Vid 

performed 

a 

ASL Team Still at its Peak 

with 
and 

Songs such as 
**White Christmas" 
and Ding-a-Ding 
a-Ding" as well as 
other holiday favorites. 
The show ended 

Holiday Concerts Set New 

The ASL team celebrates their victory at the Penn State Behrend Competition on 
December 6th. 

speech and interview preparation Each 
individual also devotes an hour after 
school to studying at least once a week. 

the "Hallelujah Chorus," 
of the Some Collegiate 

Senior Amal Abukar, who 1s 

competing for a third year, believes that 
the team's weakest category is math, 
vet Abukar savs. Wel understand 

that we have an agenda - to win." 
The subject that ASL studies also 

changes every year, but the team does 
not let a particularly dull or difficult 

theme disrupt its winning streak. 

Standards 

This year they must study 
history of Latin America. Abukar 
says that the subject does not really 

"It was so powerful, right when 
we started I got a chill," said Dodick, 
who participated in the event. 

Dec. 11 heralded a 
much anticipated Vocal 
Jazz and Instrumental 

concert. As always 
they thrilled the 

audience with 

popular 
holiday 

Songs as 

well as 

Some more 

obscure 

appeal to her. However, a lack of 
interest in the yearly theme has yet 
to hinder the securing team goals. 

PHOTO coURTEsY OF DANNY HAAs t 

ones. 

Junior Joshua Habursky, who is 

competing for a second ycar, says that 
relationships between teams are "filed 
with hostile rivalries, however each 

team respects 

one another:; 

"Both holiday 
concerts set new 

standards for 

Collegiate Academy. A few 
words cannot give them justice," 
said Collegiate Dean Dr. Gornall. 

In addition to the two school 
perfornmances, Collegiate Academy 
Chamber Singers perforned with 
the Erie Philharmonic on Dec. 13. 

ever present." 

Abukar refers 

of comic book 
heroes. For example, 

*chivalrous 
hostilities" 
as boOs fronm 

the 

ability 

maintain positive inter-team 
relationships. The team 
has awarded some 
fellow members 
nicknames 
reminiscent 

these 

crowd. 
Another same from year to year is the goal, the 

unchanging driving force behind all this studying 
quality of the and test-taking. From year to year it has 

Academy team not changed. It is, at least for Abukar 
and Junior Reeve Hunsaker, 

the desire for 

a shiny gold 

PHOTO CoURTESY OF DANNY HAS 

Collegiate Academy's Women's Chorus performs 
at the holiday concert. 

SNOWFLAKE PHOTO COURTESIES OF DANNY HAAS 

ts 

The perfornmances went 

exceptionally well, the highlight 
being our perfomance with the 

SeniorJoshua Ohmer has become "Josh 
the Man Machine," and Sophomore 
Benjamin Engcl has become "Bengel. 

Philbarmonic." said Mrs. Huster, 
Collgiate's choral director. 

Danka Kovalevich, a sophomore 
at Collegiate academy summed it 
up saying, The choruses all sang 
wonderfully.. It was magnificent." 

People interested in hearing 
Collegiate's Vocal Jazz should tune 
in to wSEE on Christmas-eve and 

Something else that stays the 

Rudi Awards 
Showcase 

Diverse Talent 
BY SARAH DAVIS 

December 23, 2008, Collegiate 
Academy hosted a favorite tradition, 
the Rudi Awards. Senior Brittany 
Barko won for the fourth consecutive 

year. Accompanying herself on 
piano, she sang "O Holy Night." 

"I just perform to have fun 
and praise God. It was nice to 
share the stage with many of my 
friends this year," says Barko. 

Junior Katie Ahrens played 
her rend1tion of "Christmas 

Eve" by the Trans-Siberian 

Orchestra, capturing second place. 
Senior Heather Sitek 

snagged thrd place by singing 
"The Christmas Song". 

The Rudis hosted SOme 

faculty and alumn1 joined the 
performers as the combined chorus 

their spin on 

chivalry 

medal, round 
and cold, 
around the 

nec k. 

Christmas day. The group made 
several recordings with the station. 

the most diverse talents, 

including instrumental groups, 
dancers. and vocal pertormances. 

See page 2 for Rudis pictures. 



lst 

-
Co

lle
gia

te 

Ac
ad

em
y 

2nd
-

M
on

itc
au

 
3rd 

M
cD

ow
ell

 
4th 

-
Fa

irv
iew

 

Ho
no

s 

-
Slh

er,
 

Suj
ay Sth

-
Co

mm
od

or
e 

Per
ry 

ESS
 4

) 

TE
AM

 
PL

AC
ES

 

Sc
ho

las
tic

-

Go
ld.,

 

Cu
llen

 

Sk
inn

er 

Go
ld,

 
Su

jay
 

Jay
ak

ar 

Ho
no

rs 

Ra
ch

el 
V

an
de

ve
rt Ho
nor

s 

-
Go

ld, 

Suj
ay 

Jay
ak

ar;
 

Sil
ver

, 

Sc
ho

las
tic

 -
Si

lve
r, 

Cu
lle

n 

Sk
inn

er 

Re
eve

 
Hu

ns
ak

er
 

Va
rsit

y 

-
Br

on
ze

, 

Sta
n 

Tu
zn

ik:
 

Go
ld, 

Si
lve

r, Vid 
Y

og
es

w
ar

an
 Va
rsi

ty 

-G
ol

d 

-
Re

eve
 

lH
un

sa
ke

r; 

M4
TH

 

SC
O

R
ER

S 
TOP

 
IN

D
IV

ID
U

A
L 

G
ol

d-
Co

lle
gi

at
e 

Ac
ad

en
y 

Ho
no

rs-

Br
on

ze
. 

Suj
ay 

Jay
ak

ar 

Si
lve

r-
M

cD
ow

ell
 \id 

lo
ge

sw
ar

an
 \as
ity

 -
Sil

ve
r, Stan

 

Tu
zni

k: 

Sil
ve

r, 

Per
ry 

B
ro

nz
e-

M
on

ite
au

 and 

C
om

m
od

or
e 

IN
TE

RI TER 

SU
PE

R 
QU

IZ 
RE

LA
Y 

Ra
che

l 
\an

de
ve

rt Ho
no

rs 

--
Sil

ve
r, Ben 

En
ge

l; 

Sil
ve

r, 

Sc
ho

las
tic

 -

Ho
no

rs 

-
Go

ld, 

Ra
ch

el 

Va
nd

ev
ert

 

Sc
ho

la
sti

c 

-G
ol

d,
 

Cu
lle

n 

Sk
inn

er 

Br
on

ze
, Vid 

Y
og

sw
ar

an
, Va
rsi

ty 

-
Go

ld,
 

Re
eve

 

Hu
ns

ak
er;

 

SP
E

E
H

 

SU
PE

R 
QU

IZ 

M
ed

al
s 

20
08

 ASL
 

Co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

B
eh

re
nd

 

id, 

spe
nd

 

mo
re 

mo
nC

y in
 

stem
 

cel
l 

a
rI

o
n

 

es
riC

U
O

N
s O

n 

U.S
. 

Ov
er

sC
as

 Als
o, 

Ob
am

a 

nla
ns 

to
 

liff full
 

res
ea

rch
 

and 

clo
se 

36
0,0

00
 

acr
es of

 

po
we

rs 

to
 

at
 

lea
sts

ig
na

l that
 

W
ash

ing
ton

 

Ob
am

a 

co
uld

 use his 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e 

in
-t

he
-W

af
er

 
in\ 

est
ing

 in
 

clc
an

 

en
erg

y 

pr
oj

cc
ts.

" 

sc
ho

ols
 for our 

ch
ild

re
n,

 and by
 

re
bu

ild
in

g 

roa
ds and 

m
od

er
ni

zin
g 

the 

liv
es of

 
ord

im
ary

 

pc
op

le by
 

sad
, "is a

n 

op
po

rtu
ni

ty
 to

 
mp

rov
e lga

in.
 

"T
his

 

pa
int

ul 

eri
sis

," he
 

as
 

the hes
t way 

to
 

get the dea
d 

tor 

a 
pu

bli
e 

sp
en

di
ng

 

Po
dc

sta
 

sai
d. '"I 

thi
nk

 

tha
t's

 a 
m

ist
ak

e.
" 

se
ns

iti
ve

, 

fra
gil

e 

lan
ds 

in
 

Ut
ah

," 

and gas 

dr
ill

in
g in

 
som

e of
 

the 

mo
st 

gas 

Ru
di 

A
w

ar
ds

 
20

08
 

Ob
am

a 

pla
ns 

to
 

und
o 

Pr
es

id
en

t 

Bu
sh

's 

po
lic

ies
 in

 
the 

nea
r 

fut
ure

. 

PH
OT

O 

CO
UR

TE
SY

 O
F 

THE
 

BO
ST

ON
 

HE
RA

LD
 

Joh
n 

pr
es

de
nt

 do
 

tha
t," 

Po
de

sta
 

said
. 

lvi
on

, nd
 T
 

thi
nk

 

we
'll see the 

I 
tho

ut 

ait
ing

 for 

co
m

gr
es

sio
ha

l usi
ng

 his 

cC
CU

tiv
e 

au
th

or
ity

 

a lo
 

tha
t the 

pr
es

id
en

t can do
 

Mo
re 

qu
ck

ly on
 

his 
own

. 

"T
he

re'
s 

Ns
de

nt can use suc
h 

ord
ers

 o 

ot
 

Re
pu

bli
ca

n rule
. lle said
 the 

po
lie

es
 

en
ac

ted
 

du
rin

g 

cig
ht 

yea
rs 

nd
 

oh
er

s as
 

Ihe 

wo
rk

s to
 

un
do

 

ew
ui

\e
 

ord
eT

s on
 

ho
se 

iss
ue

s 

Te
eW

in
g 

a 

str
on

g 

said
 

Rep
. 

bac
k into

 an
 

un
qu

es
tio

ne
d 

su
pe

rp
ow

er
. 

slu
mb

er,
 and 

"c
ha

ng
e"

 the 
co

un
try

 

the 
Un

ite
d 

Sta
tes

 up
 

from
 its 

ec
on

om
ic 

will
 see i
f 

Ob
am

a's
 

m
ea

su
re

s wil
l 

wak
e 

not
. For the nex

t 

fou
r 

ye
ars

, 

Am
eri

ca
 

po
lic

ies
, 

wh
eth

er 

Re
pu

bl
ica

ns
 like
 it or

 talk
 

ofd
oin

g 

aw
ay

wi
th 

Pr
es

ide
nt 

Bu
sh'

s 

Ob
am

a, 

it 
app

ear
s, has 

bac
ked

 up
 

his va
lue

s, t
o 

the 

W
 

1th 

"h
an

ge
" 

unt
il the 

co
un

try
 was IW

hen
 

Ob
am

a 

sta
mp

ed
 

Am
eri

ca
 

pu
bli

c land
 in

 
Uta

h tha
t was usc

d in
 

Ihe 

Bu
sh 

ad
m

in
ist

ra
tio

n for oil and 

co
urs

c is
 

he'
ll 

hav
e the 

Ho
use

 and the 

is
 

cha
ng

ing
. 

"O
bam

a's
 

ad
va

nta
ge

 of
 

Se
nat

e 

wo
rki

ng
 

with
 

him
. and that

 

go
ver

nm
ent

 

doe
sn't

 

mov
e that 

qui
ckl

y."
 

to
 

do
 

bec
aus

e the 

ma
ch

ine
ry 

of
 an

 
im

me
dia

te 

im
pac

t is
 

very
 

dif
icu

lt 

Ri
ch

mo
nd

. "Bu
t 

eve
n 

the
n. 

hav
ing

 

R
Y

 
SC

O1
 

TA
RA

SO
VV

TC
H 

D
om

in
an

t 
Co

lo
r 

In
 a 

Red 

Ec
on

om
y, 

�BI
ue"

 

Re
m

ain
s the 

Ne
ws

 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

08
/Ja

nu
ar

y 200
9 The 

R
he

to
ric

al
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Jay
ak

ar 

OV
ER

AL
L 

Go
ld, Am
al 

Ab
uk

ar Ta
sit

y 

-
Go

ld, Vid 

Yo
ge

sw
ara

n 

ine
rea

se
 

cC
On

oN
y 

mo
vin

g 

11
att

on
al 

de
bt,

 

Ob
am

a has 

arg
uc

d 

ln
 

spi
te of

 

the 10.5
 

ril
lio

n 

dr
illi

ng
. 

"T
hey

 

wan
t to

 
hav

e oil 

Pr
Cs

Id
en

t 
Bu

sh
's 

tr
an

st
io

n 

ch
ie

l, 

sai
d hat
 

Ob
na

 

Po
de

sta
, m

ae
t 

wh
en he

 

tak
es 

of
lic

c. ow
CI

N 

l0
 

ma
ke an

 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 Ob

am
a 

pla
ns t

o 

use his 
ex

eC
ut

iv
e 

dea
t in

 
the 

car
s, he

 

rea
lly

 did 

lnd
ec

d. 
pr

es
id

en
t-c

le
et

 

Ob
an

a's
 

Am
eri

can
 

pe
op

le.
" 

de
fe

ns
e. 

pr
inc

ipl
es

 of
 

lim
ite

d 

go
ve

rnm
en

t. "W
e're

 

go
ing

 to
 

car
ry 

tho
se 

tim
ele

ss 

"It'
s 

goi
ng 

to
 

be
 

a 
ch

ee
rfu

l 

op
po

sit
ion

," 

Mi
ke 

Pe
nc

e, 
R-

Ind
. 

and 

De
mo

cra
tic

 

lea
de

rs in
 

Co
ng

res
s. lik

ely
 

che
ck the 

pow
er held

 by
 

Ob
am

a 

both
 

cla
im that

 

Re
pu

bli
ca

ns
 will
 

mos
t Ob
am

a to
 

rea
ch 

de
cis

ion
s. 

Ho
we

ve
r. the

re is
 a 

wi
llin

gn
es

s to
 

try to
 

wor
k with

 Two top 

Ho
use

 

Re
pu

bli
ca

ns
 said
 

tra
di

tio
na

l 

a 
law 

pro
fes

sor
 at

 
the 

Un
ive

rsi
ty 

of
 

ma
kes

 it 
eas

ier
," said

 

Car
l 

To
bia

s. 



cach
 day,
 

bet
we

en the 
hou

rs of8 A
M

 

of
 

dig
gin

g 

yo
urs

elf
 out of

 
the 

snow
 

odd
-ev

en 

par
kin

g law, the 
bac

kuc
he 

and 

4 
PM

 

on
 

we
ek

da
ys,

 all cars
 

mus
t 

bank
 will 

bec
om

e the 

pen
alty

. 

Stre
et 

par
kin

g. 

Ins
tea

do
f 

cnf
orc

ing
 an

 

"O
dd

-ev
en"

 

par
kin

g 

mea
ns hat 

Ac
ade

my
, and is

 
len

ien
t 

abo
ut 

Fre
nch

 

the lack
 of

 
a 

par
kin

g area
 for 

park
 on

 
the side

 

they
 arc 

par
ked

 on. 

othe
r cars
 

par
ked

 

nca
rby

. 

Ife
ver

yo
ne 

scem
s to

 
be

 
fav

orin
g onc side

 of
 

the 

str
ec

t, 

a 
wis

e 

de
cis

ion
 

wo
uld

 be
 

to
 

the 
par

kin
g 

rcg
ula

tio
n 

sign
s and to

 
the -Th

e fina
l tip is

 
to

 

only
 

ava
ilab

le for 

tea
che

rs 

the
rc. 

well
 

plo
wc

d; 

how
cve

r, 

par
kin

g is
 to

 
the 

sta
diu

m 

par
kin

g lot. It
 

is
 

200
9 ho

urs
 by

 
Ap

ril 17, 

The city
 

rec
og

niz
es PO

TO
 

CO
UA

TE
SY

 O
F 

OA
Y HA

AS 

to
 

su
bm

it 

you
r 

se
rv

ice
 

gra
du

ate
 

East
 

side
 

ofF
ren

ch Stre
et. 

wa
sare

gul
arp

ark
ero

n the 
W

ien
zco

ws
ki said

. 
And

y 
"1

 

lite
ral

ly 

last 
yea

r],"
 

Co
lle

gia
te 

sno
ws

tor
m 

in
 

Ma
rch 

ny
 

car out 

(aft
er the fifl

een
 

mi
nu

tes
 

dig
gin

g 
a 

car 

is
 

the
re or

 

not. 

reg
ard

les
s o

f 
whe

ther
 

str
ee

t's sno
w to

 
this

 

sid
e, 

Se
nio

rs,
 

Do
n't 

for
ge

t 

H
 

plo
ws will pus

h all the wh
ile

 

sc
ho

ol 

is
 

in
 

se
ss

io
n.

 

The sno
w Str

eet
 

may 

res
ult 

in
 

bei
ng 

plo
we

d in
 

Par
kin

g on
 

the East
 

side
 

ofF
ren

ch
 

Ac
ad

em
y 

po
pu

lat
ion

 

from
 

bei
ng 

wi
nte

r, lher
e are 

som
e tips

 on
 

wh
ere

 bu
rie

d by
 

the city
 

plo
ws

 this
 

to
 

par
k, and 

wh
ere

 not lo
 

par
k: 

not 
app

ly, due i
n 

part
 to

 

zon
e, 

wh
ere

 
od

d-c
ve

n 
the mos
t 

po
pu

lar
 

stre
et to

 
park

 on. Ho
we

ver
, 

par
kin

g o
n 

Sta
te 

Str
eet

 

is
 

the mos
t 

dif
icu

lt 

bec
aus

e it is
 

Be
ca

us
e of

 

this
, 

som
e turn

 

Sta
te 

Str
eet

 is
 

the only
 

true
 

safe
 

reg
ula

tio
ns

 on
 

29th
 

Str
cet

. 

exp
eri

cnc
e with

 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 
11th

 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

, Nex
t 

Cl
ea

n-
Up

 on
 

PHO
T0 

Co
UN

ES
Y O

F 
DAD

NY 

A
S 

P.M
. in

 
the 

lib
rar

y 

at
 

7:3
0 

A.M
. or

 
3:0

0 

Ja
nu

ary
 

28t
h 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
, 

NHS
 

M
ee

tin
g 

alr
ead

y 
tro

ub
les

om
e 

res
ide

nts
 

su
rro

un
din

g the 

sch
oo

l. 

po
pu

lat
ion

 as
 

wel
l as

 
am

ong
 the 

In
 

an
 

att
em

pt
 to

 

sav
e the 

in
 

the 

nor
ma

l 

par
kin

g 

am
ong

 the 

stu
den

t Co
lle

gia
te 

Ac
ade

my
 

add
s to

 
the 

tha
t it 

can be
 

har
d to

 
do

 

tha
t, and 

I "fa
mi

ly"
 but with
 the help
 of

 a 
few 

did not feel
 

like
 I 

was par
t of

 
the Wh

en 

I 
cam

e to
 Parkin

g 

day
s, the 

oth
er side

 to
 

allo
w 

plo
ws 

to
 onl

y. O
n 

odd day
s, cars

 

will
 be

 
alo

ng 

one sid
e of

 

thc 

str
cc

t, and on
 

eve
n 

wi
nte

r a
t 

be
 

Th
ere

 are so
 

man
y 

thi
ng

s that
 

mn
ake

 us
 

dif
fer

en
t. W

e 

sho
uld

 

ap
pr

ec
iat

e tha
t. 

or
 a 

pla
ye

r on
 

the 

ba
sk

etb
all

 

tea
m. wi
ck

en
, 

a 
me

mb
er of

 
the 

che
ss 

clu
b, 

B
Y

 
RY

AN
 

EED
-CA

MPB
ELL

 at
 

Ac
ad

em
y 

am
 

not the one 

ge
ttin

g 

pic
ked

 on. 

rec
og

niz
e this

 a 
lot of

 
the tim
e 

be
ca

us
e 

our 

sch
oo

l, and 

I 
kno

w that
 I do

 
not The

re are 
ple

nty
 of

 
mi

no
riti

es in
 

Pa
rk

ing
 

Ha
bit

s Sno
w 

Co
m

pli
ca

tes
 

se
rio

us
 

im
pa

ct on
 

the 

live
s of

 
the 

man
y am

on
g 

tce
ns and 

ad
ult

s, 

out,
 I 

rea
liz

e that
 the 

peo
ple

 
who need

 

but 

whe
n 

I 
hea

r and see 

peo
ple

 do
 

dif
fer

en
ce

s are.
 I 

kno
w 

it is
 

clic
h� 

of
 

ev
ery

on
e no

 

ma
tter

 

wha
t 

the
ir 

is, 
tho

ug
h, w

e 

sho
uld

 be
 

acc
ep

tin
g 

the
se 

ter
rib

le 

thin
gs day in

 
and day 

hate
 

peo
ple

 

bec
aus

e of
 

race
. The trut

h 

be
tor

e 
will

 

they
 

reac
h 

ad
ult

ho
od

." 

CO
M

m
on

 
me

nta
l 

di
so

rd
er

 in
 

the 

Un
ite

d 

St
ate

s 

just
 

be
cau

se they
 are 

di
ler

en
t. 

"D
ep

res
sio

n is
 

the mos
t 

alo
ne and 

ve
rba

lly
 

abu
scd

 

dai
ly 

the
re are 

stu
de

nts
 

her
e who feel
 

in
 

the city
 of

 
Eri

e; 

ho
we

ve
r. sch

ool
 as

 
hav

ing
 the best
 

kids
 

The 

me
dia

 

po
rtr

ay
s our 

(own
 

ha
llw

ay
s at

 
Co

lle
gia

te.
 

C
on

tin
ue

 to
 

cX
ISt

 

ev
en

 in
 

our wr
on

g. 
Ho

we
ve

r, 
ste

rco
typ

es
 

that
 

bei
ng 

rac
ial

ly 

pre
jud

ice
 is

 12. 
200

8, 69
 

pe
rcc

nt of
 

peo
ple

 

bel
iev

e 

It
 

is
 

the 2Ist
 

cen
tur

y, and 

acc
ord

1n
g to
 u 

Wa
shi

ngt
on Post

 

Poll done
 on

 
June

 

wc
bsi

tc. 
teen

s who 

suf
fer

 

rom 

de
pr

es
sio

n,"
 

acc
ord

ing
 to

 
the Teen
 

De
pre

ssio
n 

"A
bo

ut 20
 

pe
rce

nt of
 

tee
ns 

at
 

lunc
h 

eve
ryd

ay and the only
 

time
 

they
 

onc of
 

us
 

pla
ys into

 

"S
urv

iva
l 

aw
kw

ar
dn

es
s. 

tren
d and sty
le the 

wo
rld

 has to
 

off
er.

 

can 

com
e out on

 
top of

 
eve

ry scc
ms

 to
 

be
 a 

rac
e as

 
to

 
who

 

of
 

the 
Fi

tte
st,

" and high
 

sch
oo

l 

Un
for

tun
ate

ly.
 

by
 

the
ir 

pie
rs. 

Aft
er all, cach

 

in
 

high
 

sch
ool

 are 

cri
tic

ize
d man

y 

rca
so

ns
 

why 

stu
de

nts
 

of
 

di
sa

bi
lit

ie
s or

 

eve
n 

so
cia

l rea
ct to

 
the

se 

re
m

ar
ks

 

be
ca

us
c 

stu
de

nt
s do

 

not 

kno
w how

 to
 rac

e, 

rel
igi

on
, or

 
int

ell
ige

nc
c. 

ch
ara

cte
r 

reg
ard

les
s if

 
it is

 
co

nc
ern

ing
 

Th
ere

 are 

goi
ng 

to
 

be
 

the 
cen

ter
 

ofa
jok

e for 
oth

ers
 

arc eve
n 

ac
kn

ow
led

ge
d is

 
if

 
they

 are 

Her
e a

t 
co

lle
gia

te 

stu
de

nts
 sit 

alo
ne 

So
me

 

gam
es,

 

or
sh

op
pin

g for the 
pe

rfe
ct 

ou
tfit

. the
ir free

 

time
 

stu
dy

ing
, 

pla
yin

g 

vid
eo peo

ple
 are 

cal
led

, 

wh
eth

er they
 

spe
nd 

wi
tht

he
 

peo
ple

 

wh
oh

av
en

o one else
 and 

look
 

los
t, 

co
nfu

sed
, or

 
hur

t. I 
try to

 
sit 

say 
hel

lo to
 

ev
ery

on
e in

 
the 

ha
ll»

ay
s. co
mp

ass
ion

ate
 

to
 

do
 

so
 

if
 

you had no
 

one 

to
 

tun to. 

am
 

sure
 it 

wo
uld

 be
 

mo
re 

d1
fic

ult
 

B
Y

 

AB
IG

AI
L 

IAY
L O

R
 It

 
is

 
Tim

e to
 

Sta
rt 

A
pp

re
cia

tin
g Our 

Di
ve

rsi
ty 

The 
Rh

eto
ric

al 
Qu

es
tio

n 

De
ce

m
be

r 
20

08
/Ja

nu
ar

y 200
9 

Ne
ws

 

3 

pay 
att

en
tio

n t
o 

And
y 

spe
nt 

the 
par

kin
g 

Ma
jcw

ski
 

said
, 

rec
all

ing
 his 

you 

se
rio

us
'?"

 

Se
nio

r Dan tick
et),

 I 
was just like

, 'Are
 afte

r I 
got m

y 
thir

d 

[pa
rki

ng
 whe

n 

I 
got m

y 
firs

t 

one
, but 

sho
rtly

 

afte
r 

dis
mis

sal.
 

un
de

rth
eir

wi
nd

sh
icl

d 
wip

er 
"lh

ad
ju

sts
tar

ted
dr

iv
in

g 
a 

tic
ket

 

wa
itin

g for 

them
 

Vi
ola

tor
s will 

usu
all

y find
 

law is
 

en
for

ce
d very

 

str
ict

ly 

28t
h and 29t
h 

St
re

et
s, this

 

par
kin

g s 
bo

ule
va

rd.
 doe

s 

iss
ue

 of
 

Co
lle

gia
te 

I 

peo
ple

 I 
fou

nd m
y 

nic
he

. 1 
kno

w 

pa
rke

d on
 

onc side
 of

 
the 

str
eet

 

the side
 

wh
ere

 the cars
 are not 

pa
rke

d. com
e 

thr
ou

gh
 and pus

h the 
sno

w to
 

Ho
we

ve
r, for 

tho
se who par
k on

 

nex
t to

 
you may 

be
 a 

ref
ug

ee
, 

gay
. 

In
 

mat
h 

cla
ss the 

per
son

 

sit
tin

g 

and can hav
e 

a 

to
 

hea
r it, did not get the 

m
es

sa
ge

. 

W
e 

all 

kno
w that

 it is
 

WT
Ong

 to
 

cx
pe

rie
nc

e teen
 

de
pr

es
sio

n 

he
alt

h 

ad
jec

tiv
es 

I 
hear

 

dail
y at

 
Co

lle
gia

te that
 

by
 

a 
rud

e 

rem
ark

 

mad
e 

abo
ut the
ir 

to
 

lau
gh at. 

An
yon

e 

wo
uld

 be
 

sli
gh

ted
 

We
ird,

 

gec
k, 

dor
k, and frea
k are all 

tow ard the 

peo
ple

 who 

1 
kno

w that
 I 

hav
e 

bec
om

e 

mor
e 



Q
uestion 

I'o
in

t/C
o

u
terp

o
in

t 

4 

how
 

be to
 they 

but 

W
erc 

faith. 

to
 

good 
as 

essen
tial 

governance, 
all 
vicw

ed 
faith m

 

be 
bosled 

C
xploive 

Found1ng 
Fathers 

committcl 
to 

making 
sure 

that 
no 

one waspcrsCCutcdinany 
way 

forhisrcligion 

The 

Mayflower 

Compact 
states 
that 

as wcll 
as 

cstablishing 
a 

nation 

guided by 

religion, 

specifically 

Christianity. 

the 

Pilgrims 
left 

England 
to 

establish 

T
hc 

duw
n 

A
m

erican 

governm
ent, 

nor 

does 
it mal of religions 

th
e
 

colony 

The 

tinjple, M
uslim

s 
Jew

s 

C
hristians 

Henry 
declared, 

advancement 
of 
the 

Christian 

faith..." 

W
huut 

ule, 
it in

 

A
m

nerica, 

then 

the 

dealt 
responsc, 

with 
the 
state influencing 

W
hen 

Jcfferson 

w
rote 

o
f 

a "w
all 

bcing 

infringcd 

upon 
so 

thcy 

their 

rcligious 

frccdom
 

was 

appcalcd 
to

 

Jefferson 
for 

help. 

sC
p

aalo
n

 

of 

church 

and 

statc. 

D
anburys 

werc 
a rcligious 

m
inority 

in 

Connccticut 

who 

felt 

that 

to 
a lettct 

from
 

the 

D
anbury 

Baptist 

thercforc, 

A
socation hould 

m
ajorIly. 

religious 

V
Iew

s 
of 
the 

new
 

its 

rights 
to 

alter 

itself 
to

 

reflcct 
th 

w
ould 

Patrick 

It 
cannot 

b
e
 

th
e 

l
e
u

s
S

 

I ho
e
 

w
ho 

heav1ly 
on 

then 

reliious 

bclet. 

w
hen 

th
e 

m
euts 

of 
thei People 

who 

e mp
h

 

c
h

o
ic

c
 

pro 

to
o

 

strongly 

controlling 
religion, 

111 rcligion 

not often 

that 

this 

great 

nation 

was 

founded, 

not 

by 

religionists, 

but 

by 

Christians 

not 

on 

g
o

v
e
rn

 
im

 
c
n

t. 
n 
fluencing 

null 
often 
dcclarc 

favor 
of gay 

in
 

dcbates 
over policy, 

citing 
thc 

bcliefs 

principal 
of 

separation 
of church 

and 

public w
h 

at 

m
atter 

No 

of A
m

ericans 
is, let 
us stop 

deluding 
ourselvesw

iththenotionthatreligionhas 

no 

place 
in 

governm
ent. 

Ifgovermment 

the 

people, 
it m

ust 

include 

George 

W
ashington 

wrote 
in 

his 

to
 

political 

prosperity, 

religion 

and 

Farew
ell 

A
ddress 

that 

"0
f 

all 

the 

mnorality 

are 

indispensible 

supports." 

dispositions 

and 

habits 

which 

lead 

for 

the 

Christian 

religion 
to

 

influence 

sovercign 
reverencc 

that 

act 

of the 

no 

law
 

respecting 
an 

establishm
ent 

w
hole 

A
m

erican 

people 

which 

declared 

"B
elieving 

with 

you 

that 

religion 

is 
a m

atter 

which 

lies 

solely 

betw
een 

m
an 

e is 

so
d

...I 

contem
platc 

w
ith 

of religion, 
or prohibiting 

the 

free 

that 

their 

legislature 

should 

make 

church 

and 

state 

m
eans 

that 

relivion 
Jeffersonw

asnot 
talkingabout 
anything 

for 

should 

not 

have 

control 
or a hand 

In 

its 

current 

form
, 

separation 
of 

those 

w
ho 

espouse 

this 

vicw
, 

Thom
as 

of 
the 

sort 

when 
he 

first 

used 

the 

words 

in 
governm

ent. 
U

nfortunately C
reating 

the 

Schism
: 

C
hurch 

ersus 

State 

BY 
ALEXANDER 
DAVIS 

*M
arriage 

goes 
far 

beyond 

religon 

into 

matter 
of 
the 

state...That 

alone 
is 

an 

obvious 

indication 
of 

how 

church is seeping 

into 

state, 

prohibiting 
the lives 

and 

rights 
of people 

and 

impos ing 
the 

practices 
and 

beliefs 
of certain religions 

on 
all 

citizens 
of the 

United States," 

stated 

previous 

Rhctorical 

Question 

writer 

Daniel 

Wheeler. 

avoid 
religious 
persecution. 

The 
m

ost 
prom

i 

n
e
n

t 
exam

ple 
of gov ernm

ental 
intrusion 
on religious 

rights 
is the debate 

over 
sam

e-sex 
m

arriage. 
By 
deny rights 

to 
ing 
m

arriage h
o

 
m

o 
-

sex
u

als 

ever, 
it does 

entail 
an 

no 

m
eans 

asks 

this 
re lationship 

to 

end. 

H
ow

 C
xclusion 

of 
governm

ent 
guidance 
on 
issues 

that 
are 

ran 
a story 

entitled 

"B
arack 

Obam
a A

m
id 

M
uslim

 

R
um

ors," 

which 

despite 

Just 

aboul 
a year 

ago, 

FO
X

 

N
ew

s 

its 

num
erous 

disclaim
ers 

that 
he 
is 

not 

G
oes 

to 

C
hurch, 

Talks 

A
bout 

His 

Faith 

a M
uslim

, 

had 

tw
o 

very 

disturbing 

slatem
ents. 

Onc, 

the 

despairing 

fact 

thal 

questions 
of his 

religious 
orien 

The 

denial 
of 
any 
per 

it's 
a giant 

contradiction 
JS 

to 

what 

America 

stands 
for. 

son's 

rights 
to 

be 

who he 
or she 

is, 

especially 

when 
it com

es 
to 

m
aTage 

an Iitestyle, 

seem
 

more 

than 

faint y 

rem
iniscent 

of slave 

treatm
ent 

nd 

segregation, 
an 

age 
in 

A
m

en 

Can 

history 
no 

one 

w
ishes 

to 

reie: 

By 

electing 
our 

tirst 

Atrican 

Ane IC
an 

president, 

A
m

erica 

has 

overcotte progess, 

cspecially 

reinforced 
by 
the Palssing 

of' a gay 

m
arriage 

ban 
in 
Cali 

num
erous 

fu
lts 

in 

the 
govern 

faith 

m
ent 

is 
agreeing 

hers 
designed 

und 
the 
dem

o- freedom
 

cratic 
ideals und 

equality 
the 
Founding 
Fa 

th
at 

this 
n

a 

of 

church 

and 

state 

with 

certain 

faiths 

and 

based. 
"w

all 
of 

strict 

that 
sam

e 
right. 

agrecd 
on 

SO 
did 

M
a
d

is
o

n
 

th
e 

vast 
Just 
a_ 
Jam

es 
First 
A

m
endm

ent. 
Thom

as 
JefferSon 
once 

and 

state" 

with 

the 

said 

that 

the 

A
m

erican 

people separation 
betw

een 
church 

nced 
to

 
construct 

inter 
talion 
ate 
im

por 

new
s, 

nd 
tw

o, 

that 
tant 
and 
ncaning said 

religious 
orienta 

ful 

enough 

to 
be 

lion 
Is 

nO
w

 
"a 

thrcat 

It 
is 
a given 

that 

1
0

 

ihe 

hcC
urily 

ol the 
U

ited 
States." politics 

and 

of 

licfs, 
for of 

tion 
so 

fin
ly

 

like 

C
onnecticut, 

other 
including 

the 

Founding 

Fathers 

who originally 

cam
e 

to 

Anerica 
to 

ty colonists, 

th
e arc 

still 
be 

considered 
a land 
of equaliy 

upon. 

relies 

other, 

and 

separation 
of church 

and 

state 
by 

heav 

ily 

influenccd 
by 

cach 

(W
o 

D
ecem

ber 

January 
2009 

The 

Rhetorical 

2008/J 
the 

W
all 

of 

Separation 

T
earing 

D
ow

n 

to 

to
ld

 
p

ractice 
th

e
ir 

This 
is 

not 
to

 

say 

that 

Christiaanty 

only 
acceptable 

the 

is religion 
in

 

u
lu

n
l 

es, 

ly 

ab
o

tio
n

 

s
d

 

lo
d

ay
'e 

debnles 

those 

other 
second 

class 

"..for 
the 

glory 
of 

God, 

and 

citizens. 
If tim

e 

w
erc 

to 

com
e 

w
h

e
n

 

a or 

or Hindus 

outnum
ber 

of 
C

onnccticut. 

Jefferson's 

of 

scpatalion, 

he 

was 

respond1ng 

government 

bc 

perfectly 

w
ithin 

a
siz

e
d

 

religion, 

but 
on 
the 

gospel 
of Jesus 

Christ!" 

nartiage 
religiouS 

and 
void 

religion. 

is 

supposed 
to 
be 
by 
the 

people. 
for 

the 

religious 

preference 
of the 

majority 

Clearly 

the 

Founders 

intended 

the 

governm
ent. 

They 

did 

not 

want 

separation 

betw
een 

church 

and 

state." 

exercise 

thereof, 

thus 

building 
a wall 
of 

cquality. 

while 
st 

Tom
a 

this 

past 

clection, 

However, 

there 

m
ultaneously 

undoing 

just 
aS 

is 

still 
a slight 

glim
m

er 
of 

hope 

in 
state 

violating 
both 
separation 

reli gious 
bcliefs 

will 

tw
ine 

w
hile 

alw
ays discuss 

ing 
be 

where 

America 

Can 



Outspoken 
5 D

ecem
ber 

2008/1anuary 
2009 

The 
R

hetorical 
Q

uestion 
H

ealthcare 
on 

the 

B
rink 

of Socialism
 

The 

cnntinual 

man1festation 
of 

government 

power 

gnes 

against 
the of dem

ocracy 

that 

ensure 
in 

want, 
and 
if they 
are 

will1ng 
to 
be 
ticd 

of 
the 

opportunities 
to 

make 

choices benefits 

they 
are 

willng 
to 

pay 
for 
or 

etbooks, 

they 
are 

depriving 

Am
ericans 

such 
as 

which 

doctors 
to 

see. 

what 

down 
to 
a monopolized 

industry's 
plan. 

W
hite 

House 

aim
 

at 

Arnold 

California 

earlier 

this 

year. 

The 

plan 

universal 
statew

ide 

healthcare 
plan 
in 

goverm
or 

accept 

less 

service 
or 

m
ore 

taxes 

he 
equivalent 
of more 

than 

half 
of 

initiation 
it has 

constituted 

1ionalized, 

universal 

healthcare 

plan. 

S
ia

l 

a
i
t
y

. 

w
elfare, 

and 

healh 

undenable, 

inevitable 

failures 
of 
a nà 

ies 
o olve 

th
ee 

national 

problem
s 

nlm
im

slntion 

U
nfotunately 

that 

will m
ean 

firtiny 

wilh 

socialist 

ideolo 

reasons: 
it 

either 

failed, provide 

enough 
aid 
to 

failed 
for 

one 
of tw

o 

as 

liberals 

argued. 
to 

afford 

coverage. 
or as 

requires 
too 

much 
aid. 

those 

who 

could 

not 
conservatives 
asserted. 

D
 

SchwarneDeRReT 
lnivesal 

M
ealheare 
Lun 

S
E

 

Until 

Congress 

pushes 

legislation personal 

liberty. 
it is 
up 
to 
the 

Ameri 

means 

following 
in 

Canada's 

footsteps. 

ment 

such 
a monumental 

violation 
of 

through 
that 

dictates 
to 
the 

govern 

can 

people 
to 

realize 
that 
it is not 
the governm

ent's 

responsibility 
to 

man date 

that 

healthcare 

coverage 

should 
be provided 

to 

everyone, 

especially 
if that 

TAKE CHOVE 
ON 
DEM

.. 

in 
"Low

ering 
cost 
and 

other 

words, 
are 

separate 
and 
irreconcilable 
is-sues," 

the 

author 

writes 
in 
"Term

inated" 
from

 

increasing 
access, 

the 

Wall 

Street 

Journal. 

FEES 

If the 

longer 

waits, 

few
er 

ser VIces, 

aging 

technology. 

Iim
ited 

doc tor 

availability. 

closing 

clinics 

and increased 

taxes 

were 

not 

deterrent tion 

ranks 

Canada's 

system
 

30th, 

with the 

U.S. 

close 

behind, 

ranked 

37th. 

enough, 
the 

W
orld 

Health 

Organiza 

A
tthis 

critical 

social, 

econom
ic, 

and 

in
 

a tim
e 

of 

changing 

govem
m

ent 

phi 

cracy 

that 

w
ould 

tram
ple 

the 

A
m

erican 

w
orking 

m
iddle 

class, 

stripping 

hem
 

of their 

paycheck 
for 

the 
expansion 

of 
federal 

to 
do 
it on 
a national 

ponential 
increases 
in 

The 

only 
way 
for 
the governm

ent 
to 
im

ple 

m
ent 

a universal 

health 

care 

system
 

would 
be 

Scale. 
If 

this 

O
ccurred 

the 

A
m

erican 
taxpayer 

MIDOLE 
EARNERS 

p
o

tO
 

cRTESY
 

OF VENTURA 

COUNTY 

STAR 

for 
a service 
that 
is 

barely 

adcquate. 

W
hile 

it is an 

idyllic 

system
 

of 

carcgiver 
to

 
its 

peoplc, 

the 

govern 

the 

governm
ent 

acting 
as 
a prim

ary 

rcciprocal 

obligations 

betw
een 

the pcople 

and 

the 

governm
ent 

with 

m
ent 

has 

no 

right 
to

 

infringe 

on 

per sonal 

C
anadian 

ley 
of the 

|leritage 

Foundation, 
in his 

lccture 
on 

"T
he 

Top 

Ten 

Things 

care 
as 

We 

know
 

it can 

only 

b
e
 

'sus-lainable' 
if Canadians 
are 

willing 
to 

About 

A
ccording 

to 

Brian 

Lee 

Crow 

'are, 

But 

Shouldn't", 

"M
edi 

Itonn 

thc 

lederal 

povem
m

ent 
lo

 

the people. 

In
 

2009, 

the 

Dnited 

States 

Canada 
is 
a prim

e 

C
xaiple 

of 
the 

1
'o

v
e
n

e
n

t 

plans 
lo

 

uvC 

out 

Icarly 

A
 

s0CH
al 

w
ell:are 

state 
is 

char ctenzed 
by 
the 

W
hat 

Ever 

H
appened 

to 

the 

Iditarod? 

BY 
RYA 
ELD-.AM

PBLL 

and 

exhausted 

from
 

sprinting 
the 

laps. 

tast 
in the 

snow
 

in 

2007, 
and 

were 

sick 

"It's 
a good 

tim
e, 

although 
(a student] 

alm
ost 

puked 
on 

my 

shoes last 

[tim
e]," 

Senior 

Pat 

Holm
es 

savs. According 
to 
Dr. Gomall, 
a big 
tan of the 

Iditarod 

tradition, 

there 

may 
be som

e 

discussion 
in

 

the 

near 

future 
of 

require 

less 

physical 

exertion 
on 

the 

developing 
a shorter 

lap 

that 

w
ould 

severance, 

they 

just 

needed 
to 

wait 
a 

the 

February 
air 

due 
to 
the 

race's 

dis-

little 
bit 

longer. 

They 

kept 

telling 

them
-

selves 
in

 

order 
to get 
to 

their 

senior 
Idi-tarod 

they 

needed 
to 

push 

just 
a little 

continuation. 

After 

three 

years 
of per 

bit 
further. 

Mr. 

Taylor 

went 
on 
to

 

com
m

ent 
on 

the 

problem
 

of physical 

exertion 

during 

the 

race. 

Several 

people 

lost 

their 

break 

The 

Iditarod 

should 
be 

brought 

halfw
ay 

point 
of the 

school 

year 

fills the 

dull 

winter 

m
onths. 

The 

lack 
of 

a school 

spirit 

activity 

betw
een 

De-

filled 

with 
a school-w

ide 

day 
of 

fun. 

back 
as 
a yearly 

Iradition. 

Seem
ingly 

cem
ber's 

Rudi 

Awards 

and 

M
ay's 

endless 
schoolw

ork 
that 

Last 

year's 

seniors 

never 

tasted 

students. 

With 

this, 

students 

would 
be 

able 
to 

com
plete 

the race 

with 

their 

lunch 

still 
in 

tact. She 

says 

that 
the 

possibil 

ity 
of 
an lditarod 

taking 

place but 
signiticant 
chang 

es 

w
ould 

have 
to 

e m
d

e. 

this 

vear 
is not 

entirely 

ruled 

A
nother 

m
ajor 

conter 

IS 

ticipate 

in 

the 

nt v
n

y
 

to
rcd

 
to

 

w
alch 

the 

r
e
 

n 

the 

students 

ho 

do 

IN
 

R
r 

cast 

W
ith 

a ive 

te
t 

o the 
b

g
 

the 

trigd 

w
eather. 

s olu 

of athletes 
as 

they 

trudged 

through 
the show

. 

Thc 

sidelines 

were 

packed 

with 

rushed 

and 

hearts 

pounded 
as 

the 

fin-

my 
the 

winter 

wind 

wisped 

through 
the 

the 

tcam
s 

dragged 

their 

slcd 
by 

ropes 

ait, 

watering 
the 

cyes 
of' 

many 

tcanms 

around 
Veterans 

stadiun, 

adrenaline 

Lach 

February 
at 

Collegiate 

Acade 

This 

w
as 

the ene 
every 
ycar. Well, 

every 
year unlil B, when 

Academy 
broupht 
the 
nen0 

rable 
rd1tion 
of 

i
d

 
the 
lditiatod 
to 

Jel 
su

d
e
n

s 
wO denup 

w
iy 

sone 

idinp 
top. 

ne 

pul 

the 

bakes 
sleddm

g. 

"
h

e
re

 

*W
esheud 

do 
| th:s 

vear. 

be 

one 

(ths 

yeat|." ys. 

"lu
s 

school 

spnt.. 

tor 

eal, 

S
e
o

r 

R
am

 

Z
iu

e
 

Student 
Senate 
Ad. 

'A
ler...[the 

Visor 
MI. 
Taylor says. 009 

will 

take 

p
lae 

for 

sure 
or 

00 

w
hclher 

or Itot 

lditarod 

Itet, 

but 
it 
w

 

voC
e 

our 

opM
 

IOIS 

there 
Is hope. 

We 

need to 

push 

just 
s little 
bit fur ther, 

and 

this 

tradition 

may retum
 

to
 

A
cadem

y 

for 

good. 

2006 
lduarod]it 
w

s decided 
to 
just 

keep 

C
ollogalo 

studonts 

dom
O

nsttalo 

lo
am

w
o

k
 

und 

ovorcoM
lO 

of the 
lditarod. 

it part 
of the 

Winter Olympics 
|instead 

of every 

year]. 
I 

think 

that 
it is 
a 

good 

place 
for 
it." 

A
m

erican's 
pock 

d1vidual 

liberties 
If 

Congress 

and 
the 

principles 

Schwarzenegger 

proposed 
a plan 
for 

Cal1formia Canada's 

entire 

national 

debt 

All 

this 

SiCe 
its 

power 
over 

the 
individual. 

political 

juncture 
in 

A
m

erican 

history. losophies, 
the 

A
m

erican 

people 

cannot 

allow
 

the 

federal 

governm
ent 

to 

grow unrestrained 

into 
a colossus 
of bureau 

could 

expect 
to 

see 
ex 

his 
or her 

taxes 
to 

cover 

thc 

program
. 

choices 

such 
as healthcare. 

Jleal1h 

People 
B

elieve 

distibution 
of 
aid 

S470 

billon 
n w

ellare 

and 

spend 
-

other 

trillion 

dollars 

on 

healthcarc. 

But 

that 

day 

never 

cam
e. 

marks 
the 

Prom
 

and 

Senior 

Days, 

needs 
to 
be 

lion, 
the 

r
e
 

vulk 
be 

b
t
 

out, 

students 

yelling 

und 

cheering, 

and 

Ish 

Iinc 

cam
e 

closer. 

"Just 
u little 

there" 
themselves, 

bit 
further," 

they 

"alm
ost 

told 

last 
year, 

that 

O
xhauslion 

inn 
the 

neat 

nharatho-ike 

tm
e
-h

o
n

d
 

rad1tU
n 



6 Religions 

BY JONAAN IA AIICO 

Baptists Worship to a Fascinatin 

Worship is an aspcct of religion 
that is completcly nique to the 
denominution and to the individual, My 
Cxperience in the Catholie Chureh (by 

which I was raisel) has always bcen 

formal and focused on the commumity of 
churchgocrsratherthanseparatepersons. 

synehronize 
responses and molions and tuke 0 
crcative liberties. In fact, I lave ulways 
strove to bcco)e s much a part ol 
the pew s possible. This is all T huve 
cver known of' religion, so in order to 
glimpse u diflerent vicw, thc newspuper 
stafl decided that a "duy in the lifc" 
of u dilerent denomination would 
ssist in a more infornned opinion. 

Churchgoers 

BY KATIE DIPRINZIO 

The Amcrican society is onc 
that is highly conservative and 

intolerant in terms of religion, which 
is why atheists are often condemncd 
and almost alvways misunderstood. 

Upon revcaling the fact that I 
am an atheist to very religiously 
conscrvative individuals, I have gotten 
mixed reactions, from looks of pity to 
being told that I am "damned to hel]," 

Unfortunately for them, those words 
have no cffect on me becausc, well, 
I do not belicve that there is a hcll. 

However, those reactions do compel me 
to offer some clarification on the truc 

nature of atheism and maybe a little 
lesson on tolcrance. 

Atheism is 

Upon cntering the Comnunity 
Missionary Baptist Church One 

Sunday morning the parishioncrs One certainty about Christ's 
immediatcly ncccpted me us their followes the Community 
brother. Despite pecvish uttempts Missionary Buptist Church is that 
to avoid cyc contact witlh strangers, they arc enthusiastic about their 
cvcry person therc grcctcd me with religion and cntirely accepting 
u smile. They instilled in mc u scnse without second thought. 
of comfort while I was among them. This is not to say that Catholicism 

The parish members invitcd me No onc in the congrcgution is shy to is any less than this. I do not have 
to cnjoy coffec and doughnuts before respond aloud during the scrvice. Thcre the credibility to suggest what 
the servicc, a wclcoming activity arc frcquent exclamations of praisc and religion should or should not do, 
during which I cxpericnced an excess "Amen!"" Individual participation is however I would not allow the 
of handshakes and back pats. In the clcarly valued this sctting, Although rules and status quo of a particular 

not a religion. 
There is no 

Wors hip; 
docs not 

de m an d 

It Takes Faith, Understanding, and 

a bs o | ule 
unqucs tioning 

December 2008/January 2009 

obcdicnce or make thrcats about cternal 
damnation. But if individuals took the 
time to dig deeper, think decper and 
learn more about atheism, they would 
realize that it docs share some important 
characteristics with their religions. 

The fundamental characteristic that 

Rhythm 

all religions have in comnon is the 
scarch for ultimate iruth-the cxplanation 

However, 

The parishioncrs wore coloriul lonal 
wenr d bcjeweled ties or chorus robes. 

Humility to be an Athiest 

for human cxistence. 

Local ncwspapers print that the 
reverendl will hold an |:00 Suday 
service there, but numbers and 
newsprint do not rule the church. One 
of the participants vwill bezin a hymn 
in the upstairs sanetuary and gradually 
tlhe Irienlly collee sharers will 
conyrepute, eueh bringzing with him or 
her an alled voiee und unds to cla). 

Associnte Reverend Gury Brown 
did not exaggerate in his assertion 
Ihat "i's 20n0a be on," Tlhe mcn and 
women sing throughout tlhe ceremony. 
1iven when somcone is spcaking, 
there is Usually music supplementing 
it (und olten competing with it). 

The men and woman lo not srive 
to sing or pray in unison, On can hear 
cvery voice, cach with its own unique 
harmony, phrasing, emphasis and 
inflection. They do not allow notes 
and lyrics and Bilblical responscs 
to confinc them. Instcad, personal 
meaning scems to steer thcir worship. 

for some, like me, thc generally 
accepted belicfs are not satislying, 

At some point during ny ten ycars 
of Catholic cducation, I questioned 
the teachers' instructio, It was not 

enough for me to simply accept that 
the Earth was ercuted in seven days, 
and thal one woiman was responsible 
Tor th Sorry state of humanily. 

And because of that skepticism, 
I began scarching for different 
explanations, new beliefs that would 
facilitate my nced for logic. To my 
surprise, there were other people who 
did not believe in God (heaven forbid). 

Instead of viewing atheists as sinful 
individuals, people should see us for 
who we rcally 

The Rhetorical Question 

arc: sOme of the ultimate lcarners 
and deep-thinkers of the world. We do 
not simply accept what is spoon-fed 
to us during childhood, but stccr from 
the norm and search for our own truth. 

following the dircction of the service, 
nd they alrcady know the songs 
wilhout having to follow the hymnal. 

Aheism is often identificd as 

During the scron, ost of 
the men and women prescnt form a 
swayiny,, singing chain below the allar. 
Tie reverend llerlies Murphy's words 
are passionale, the music underncath 
them unceasing, and the devotion 
of the people obvious and rue. 

a belicf in nothing." This could 
not be more wrong Like religion, 

When | attendcl a servicc there 
with ny fatber, the reverend introduced 
us and gave us un opportunity to 
speak. The parish is cntircly African 
American, so although the most 
visible diflerence belwecn them and 
ourselves is race, they are an cntircly 
welcoming people and do not cntertain 
nny preeonceptions about their gucsts. 

For cxample, I, and other atheists, 
believe in scicnce. I firmly believe that as 
humans, we are merely an clement of the 
carth's cndless, onc-way cyele of matter 
and energy. We live, we die and after that, 
there is nothing left but to decompose. 

I know, this is not quite as 
glamorous an outcome as ascension 
intlo heaven, or as favorablc as living 
forcver, but it is reality, and a belict 
that takes an incredible amount of 
humility and inner strength to acccpt. 

Athcists also have faith. But 
instead of instilling faith in some 
ultimatc, supreme being, we instill 
faith in scientific theory and data. 

You sce, utheism 
not just COnvCnicnt 

way to Sin 

Conscqucnce: it 

is possible to 
have morality 

and a conscious without rcligion as 
a guide. Atheis1m is truly a scarch for 
explanation and truth using logic. 

So thc next time someone lclls 

you that he she is an atheist, takc a 
page out of the good book and love 
your athcist ncighbor as you love 
yourself, and practice that tolerance 
those teachers taught you in Catholic 
school, instcad of passing judgment. 

OY AMAL ABUKAR 

Pcople have always identified me as 
the African or Somalian girl; it set me 
upart from all other students. However. at 
un carly age, I understood that my fellow 
classmates lheld many misconceptions 

Africa about and my culture. 
Many ussumcd that Alrica was one 

pluce- wherc cveryonc spoke the same 
language, roamcd around barely clothed 
lived in huls and lived amongst the wild 
animals. I had becn so aCCUstomed to 
being usked ir I ever rodc a lion or lived 
in the jungle that it all became unny 

all But that changed after 
September 1, 2001. I was ng 
longer identified by my nationality 

Just in the fifth grade at the time. 
I did not complctely comprchend the 

situation at hand. While we waitcd 
in line at the supermarket, I did not 
understand why cveryone stared at 
Imy mother becausc she wore a hijab. 

It was not a big deal bcfore. 
but suddenly it garnered so much 
attention. I did not fully fathom the 
snickers uround us. I could hcar 
th¡ "why do not they just leave us A 
alone" or "haven't they done enough". 

The onc that hurt the most was "why 
don't they go back to their country." 
Was America not my country anymore? 

I understand that it is a nation with a 

BY LEAH TAYLOR 

Holiday. 
Department stores have replaced 

pumpkins with poinsetias, ghosts 
with Santas, and orange and black 
carpets with rcd and green bows. 
The phrases, "The perfect Christmas 
present for that special 
someonc," and "Find 
the lowest prices on 
toys for a memorable 
Christmas day," are 
plastered along the 
walls of local malls. 

Any Cittle Th 

These sights are 
commonplace for 
shoppers to witness 
during the Christmas 
Scason, yct not all 

shoppers in Amcrica 
celebrate that holiday 
that has becomc the 
norm in advertiscments.JcPenney admis 
America contains called "The 

many 
diverse individuals who are allowed to 
practice their own faiths, but the media 
during holiday seasons could lead 
pcoplc to believe the Unitcd States is 

Junior Brittani Wood says, 
"'m Jewish and I understand that 
we are a minority in America. 
However, do somctimes wish that 
commercials and other advertising 
campaigns had more focus 
Jewish and other religious holidays." 

Macy's hangs banners reading 
"Happy Holidays"atevery entrance and 
rcquires employees to repeat thc p1rase 

corner sat a rctro vending machinc they hold weekly programs, church denomination or rcligion to close my 
most likcly visiting from the 1950s. members scemto huve.no.. rouble.mind to another religious pcrspective. 

atheisn involves belicf and Taith. 

without 

suddenly it became my rcligion. 

made up solcly of Christian citizens. 
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The 
R

hetorical 
Q

uestion 
't 
K

now
 

have 
to 

hide 
or run 

from
 

w
hole 

bcliefs. 

my 

I could 
handle 
the 

rude 
rensarks 

D
idthesnickersbotherm

e?Theyw
ere 

not 

deliyhtful. 

Did 
the 

stares 
hurt? 

Yes, but 
I could 

deal 
with 
it. WIhat 
I 

ridiculous 
that 
I 

Som
eone 

T
 

thought 
report 
to hom

eroom
, 

to
 

A
 

few
 

ycars 

later, 
at a m

iddle 

I knew
 

very 

well cam
e 

t0
 

up to
 

m
e 

school 
in

 

Eric, 

just 
as 

the 

bell 

rang 
to 

that 
I could 

soon 

laugh 

about 
as 

w
ell. 

and 
told 

Over 

the 

years, 

w
henever 

I 

com
e 

over 
all 

parts 
of the 

globe. 

They 

fam
ily, 

I would 

meet 

girls 

w
ho 

had 
me 
unfortunate 
stories 

would 
go 
to 
the 

local 

M
asjid 

w
ith 

my 

about 

how
 

they 

would 

conccal 

their 

laith 
so 
as 
to 
be 

left 

alonc 
at school. 

W
ould 

tell 

im
ily 

immigratedhere 
was 

because 
it 

.a
 

nation 
of accepance 
and 

diversity 

Islam
. 

There 
is a largc 

m
isconiccption 

about 

Islam. 

My 

religion, 

a religion 

of 

peacc, 
IS 

assO
ciated 

witlh 
terrO

rism
. 

misunderstanding 

ruining 
and 

tarnishing 
the 

im
age 

of a 

I will 

never 
be 

ashem
cd 

of bcing 
a 

truc 

M
uslim

. 

But 
it is 
not 

entiely 

their 

values 

that 

m
ake 

this 

nation 
beautiful. 

that 

therc 
are 

still 

people 

out 

there 

who 

and 

fault 

that 

pcople 

vicw 

Islam
 

this 

way. 
M

uslim
.ButIam

asham
edtoacknow

ledge 

Onc 

story, 
in 

particular, 
was 

difficult 

that 

such 

young 

and 

im
pressionable 

to 

fathom
. 

A
 

ten 

year 

old's 

hijab 

was rippcd 

ofl 

her 

head 
by 
a couple 
of 

As 

their 

confidante, 
I wanted 
to 

was 
a funny 

and 

clever 

stunt 
t0 

pull. 

im
m

ature 

students 

w
ho 

hought desperatelyhclpthem
.Ithurtm

etobelieve 

girls 

were 

afraid 
to 

be 

them
sclves 

because 

of 

the 

opinions 
of others. 

O
n 

Som
e 

resorted 
to hom

eschooling 

with 
so 

much 

bullying. 

W
hen 

I would 

because 

they 

were 

unable 
to 

put 
up 

tell 

them
 

of my 

cxperiences, 

they 

would 

gather 

around 

me 

w
ondering 

how
 

I reacted. 
I told 

them
, 

though 

som
etim

es 

S 

let 

the 

com
m

ents 

go, 

most 
of the 

standing 

firm
 

in 

what 
I belicvcd 
in. 

time 
I found 

myself 

spcaking 
üp and 

part 
of your 
people." 

bom
bing 

us. 
I told 

tolerate 

him
 

I did 
not 

know
 

instead 
thcy 
stung. 

becausc 
thought 

O
sam

a 
Bin 
Laden 

strangers 
belicving 

replied, 
"W

ell, 
he's 

e 

this 
but 
not 

som
eoncI 

funny 
to 

mention 

bom
bings 

and 

Bin 

knew, 

som
eone 

I had 
with, 
and 
wrongfully 

in 

the 

hallway. 
I thought 
it was 

rather 
kindly 
ask 
Osam

a 

B
in 

Laden 

to
 

stop 

T
 h c m

isconceptions 
did 

he 

was 

joking 
but 
he 

not 

m
ake 

m
e 

laugh; 
The. 
very 
sam

e 
talked 
to, 
laughed 

PHOTO 

COURTESY 
of 
s O

 

these 

bright, 

beautiful 

and 

fascinating 

would 

do 

the 

sam
e 

bccause 

young 

girls 

did 

not 

and 

should 

not 

ims 
in 

T
 

was 

not 

going 
to 

change 

who was 
to 

please 

others. 
I had 

hopcd 

they 

Gradually 

we 

becam
e 

"those" 

athe 

fingers. 

But 
I was 

hoping 
it 

n2oole. 
1 

advertising 
Appeals 
to ecifie 

Religions 
them

es 

that 

fill 

stores 

and 

com
m

ercials 

during 

the 

holiday 

season 

because 

living 
in a large 

city 

like 

Eric 

means 

having 
a large 

population 
of pcople 

w
ho 

celebrate 

Christm
as; 

it's 

cxpccted." 

and 
noW

 

C
h

ris 
t m

 
a s 

speech 
bubble 

to 

However, 

when 

they 

place 
the 

sam
e 

Christian 
are 
obviously 

reading 
"Happy 

banner 
with 
a waving 

Rudolph 
in

 

front of a 
twinkling 

with 

Holidays," 
they 

Macy's 
is 

h olid
a
 

y
. 

appealing 

That 

Even 

though 

biased 

holiday who 

practice 

other 

religions, 

com
panics m

eans 
if 

stores 

want 
to 

display 

Santa 

Wood 

explains, 

"People 
who 
arc 
part 

advertiSing 

may 

secm
 

to 

Cxclude 

people do 

have 
the 

right 
to 

decide 
the 

most 

studded 

carrings 

under 
a Christm

as 

to 

be 

made 

by 

the 

governm
ent. 

tree, 
it is 

their 

choice 
and 
not 
a decision of the 

marketing 

aspect 
of companies 

Claus 

placing 
a pair 
of Macy's 

diamond 

profitable 
marketing 
strategy. 

have 
a right 
to 

voice 

their 

religious 

or Christmas 

the 
gifi 
for 

thirst 

store 
that 
has 

not 
the 
only 

a A
 

standard 
"Discover 

Dillards." 

L
 

JCPenney 

adm
its 

that 

their A
m

as 

Catalogue." 

Another 

major runent 

store, 

Dillards., 

designed 

in noliday 

phrase 
to 

display 
tendency 

appeal 
to 

C
h

ris
t 

m
 

a s 

the 

nolnday 
catalogue 

holiday 
cataloque 
is 

Drink 

Holiday 

marketing 
is 
a big 

part 
of 

Christianity 
has 
the 

largest 

following 

in 
the 

country, 

meaning 
it has 

bccome 

America's 

capitalistic 

society. 

While 
a 

variety 
of religions 

and 

races 

com
prise 

modern 

America, 
it is 

undeniable 
that 

Catalogue. 

advertising 

other 
religions, 

Discover 
In their 
advertisem

ents, 

Christm
as, 

advertising 
and 
music, 

njoity, 

Som
e 

individuals 
do 

not 

m
ind 

man 
in 
a red 
suit 

PrOTO 

COUATESY 
OF AD 

LASSx 

a commercial 
ofa 

jolly 

ny 

Friedman. 
a senior 
at American 

shoppers 
will 

continue 
to 
sce 

m
em

ber 
of the 

below
 

Coca 

Cola 

has 

used 

Santa 

Claus 
In 

their 

holiday 

advetisem
ents 

ever 

year. 

th
e 

sparkling, 
red 

and 

green 

Christmas 

tree. 

C
hristm

as 

m
usic, 

and 

decorations, 

Vo, 
I D
on 
O

sam
a 

a Bin 
L

aden 

anything. 

majority, 
but 
the 

rcason 

(hnslan 

could 
not 

about 

my 

faith. 

The 

religion 
I had grown 

up 

loving 
and 

adm
iring, 

pcople 

now
 

saw
 

as 
a violent 

and 

angry 

onc. 

because 
I had 

com
e 

to
 

be 

confident 

unw
avering 

deal 

with 

was 

this 

aw
ful 

m
isconception 

and 
W

ho 

would 

stand 

up 

for 

thenn? 

But 

what 

about 

the 

young 

grls? 

suddenly 

was 

linked 
to

 all 

these 

things 

just 

becausc 
of my 

faith. 

believe 

being 
a M

uslim 

makes 

you 
un A

m
erican, 

unpatriotic 
or a terrorist. 

The nation 

exists 
on 

the 

value 
of 

rcligious 

A
m

erican 
is 
not 

understanding 
the 

corc 

This 

sm
all 

m
inority 

of "M
uslim

s* 

are 

people 
out 

there 

who 

decide 
to 

believe 

h is also 
the 

fault 
of 

the 

thousands 
of 

that 
is Islam

. 

They 
are 
the 

ones 

stom
p1ny 

frecdom
. 

In 

reality, 

what 

makes 

onc 
un 

could 

thought 
knew

 
me. 

day 
a couple 

boys 

thought 
it would 
be 

Laden 

whenever 
I would 

pass 

them
 

America 
are 

going 

through 
a rough 

patch. 

could 
feel 
the 

stares 

and 

K3 
just 

another 

m
isconception, 

one 

tree 
the 

to customers. 
The 

store 

claim
s 

this 
phrase 

S 
inclusive 

ofall 

holidays 
that 

take 

place 

during 
the 

ast 

few
 

m
onths 

of the 

year. 

view
s 

in the 

form
 

of 

advertising 
just 

the 

right; 
just 
as 

long 
as 

they 

don't 

could 
be 

Christian, 

which 

means 

they 

like 

any 

other 

religion 

would 

have 

push 

their 

belicfs 
on 

other 

people." 

is alw
ays 

called 
the 

TESY 
UF ESS 
VALA 
to

 

may 
only 

the 

standard 

holiday 
in 

television 
While 
holiday 

4ppeal 
to the 

by practiced 

the 

shows, 
holidays atmosphere. 

shed 

more 

light 
on the 

but 

constant 

C
hristm

as 

Advertiscrs 
could 

take 
steps 
to 

Collegiate 

Academ
y 

and 

card 
a don't 

mind 

placing 

Toys 
R' 
Us gift 
Jew

ish 

a faith, 
says, 

"I 
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EY ALEXANDRA PFADI 

The incvitable clash betwecn thesc icons as 
political correctness and religious openly neglecting 
frecdom nanifests during the diverging belicfs, and 

holiday scason. Extremists from both ultraconservatives 
purtics lash out over contemporary to upbraid such 
cclebrations of Christmas. displays as evil. 

According to the Washington 
Post, 8S perccnt of Americans 
arc Christian, with still more who 
cclebrate the sccular, borderline pagan, 

Fanatical crusaders for either 

political correctness or preservation of 
traditional beliefs draw lincs between 
marginalizing religions, defending 
religious frecdom and promoting 
secular tradition. These radicals cause 
almost half of Americans to feel that 
Christmas itself is being assaulted, 
according to the same FOX News poll. 

While the First Amendment 
guarantees the right of free and opcn 
religious practice to all citizens, the 
Constitution does not ensure that they 

will 'never be offended by any religious 
symbolism," as Albert Mohler notes 
in his article Anti-Christmas Bias 
and the Political Correctness Police." 

Christnas is sheltered under the 

Merry Christmas, Iconoclasts. 

BY KATY WITKOWSKI 

Children around America wait 

patiently for that time of the year 
when everyone is out of school for 
a week, and they can ask 
for whatever they want. 

Christmas is 
holiday that has changed 
American culture. 
the past, Christians 
viewed Christmas as a 
celebration of Jesus' birth. 

As the years progressed, 
however, it became less of a 
religious holiday, and more 
and more of a cultural one. 

First Amendment. Yet public displays 
such as nativity scenes and mistletoe 

provoke irate liberals to denounce is restricted to only hypersensitive 

a 

a Newsweck poll 
conducted in 2004, 
17 percent of all 
Christians believe 

that the Nativity 
Scene, including 
the Virgin 

The Church 
condemned images 
such as Santa Claus 
and Christmas trecs 

as blasphemous until 
the fourth century, but 
ironically, these pagan 
symbols are now the 
heart of the moderm 

In the 2lst century, children 
hardly remember the "Christ part 
of the holiday and the gifts the 
Three Kings gave to litle 
baby Jesusin Bethlehem. 

Accordigng 

|Aolidaye 

In today's socicty, 
this holiday is not as 
much of a cclcbration 
of Jesus Christ's birth 
as it is of presents, 
charity and family 
gatherings. Secular 
displays are in no 
way religious except 
in their changing cultural connotations. 

But still, as John 0'Sullivan in 
National Review says, "The Spirit of 
Scrooge is abroad in the land seeking 
a hostile takeover of the Christmas 
message." Christmas needs to arm 
itself with whatever it can, be it small 
action hero fgurines or Evangelists 
wielding their First Amend1ment rights. 

the Land of the Free, frecdom 

Christ. In the same poll, 59 percent of 
all non-Christians polled believed that 

the nativity scene was not 
historically accurate. 

"I'm sure that 
Christmas is very 

religious for 

the United States is a cultural celebration. 

but not for me 

The Rhetorical Question 

Political correctness has taken over the Christmas spirit and turned it into a commercialized, 
Consumer-based fraud. 

to Most Americans 

because the 

paradigm has 
shifted 

Christmas is Not a Religious Holiday 

think 
capitalism 

has a lot 
to do 

AL THIS 
POUTICAL 

CORRECTNESS! 
CAN WEJST 
CALL ITWAT 
1T IS ? 

minority groups. Such high-strung 
adherents threaten to paint the 
masses as demeaning and oppressive 
if they do not surrender their own 
religious rights to accommodate all. 

It is discriminative to claim 

that Christianity marginalizes while 
condoning a stronger public presence 
of minority religions. Controversy 
surOunds an issueless holiday, 

caused by the soreness of iconoclasts. 

with it," says junior Nate Repasz. 
When someone says "Christmas," 

children across the country now 
think of food, snowball fights, no 
school and of course, presents. 

Birth, 
the Wise Men, 
the angel Gabriel, 
etc., was written to 
establishfaithinJesusNate Repasz is one of the many Americarns who believe that Christmas in 

Children, teenagers and adults 
see Christmas as the time for giving. 
However, things like money, clothing 
and expensive toys are the only 
presents they think about. The love and 
compassion in giving are considered to 
be looking through a store wvindow the 
week before Christmas and seeing an 
expensive shirt (on sale) that reminds 
someone of his or her boyfriend 
or girlfriend, husband or wife. 

Hag 
MAE-YOUR-KDS 
INoGREDY-LITRE 
MATERIALISTIC 
CONSUMPTON 
ADDICTS 

PHO1O COURTESY Or DAN HAAS 

For shopping outlets around 
America, Christmas time is when they 

shine the brightest. The first official 
day of Christmas shopping, Black 

Friday, brings mothers out of 
their beds at four in the morning 

and out to the shops to get 
everything that their children's 

hcarts desire. This tradition 
gives malls the opportunity 
to make a profit without 
straining parents' budgets. 

Day! 

BETTER? 

PHOrO COURTESY OF DEMOCRATIC UNDERGAOUND 

Businesses maintain the right 
to advertise using Christmas songs, 
with iconic figures that now connote 
Christmas, just as the individual retains 
the right to give out Christmas cards. 

It is ludicrous for the few who 

are nothing more than agitators to 
trample upon holiday festivities. 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

[companies] only see Christmas as the 
perfect time to make a profit," says 
mall enmployee and senior Clay Grego. 

Although the Christmas rush 
sends ripples through parents' budgets, 
nobody seems to complain much. 
It would be a lot cheaper to get the 
holiday back to basics and just give 
the love and compassion that strangers 
and homeless deserve, but America's 
quick, easy fixes and obsession 

with materialistic possessions 

To some families, the tradition of 
going to mass has gone nowhere in the 
past half century. One 1954 article in 
The Christian Century said that it is un 

Americantobeun-religious!"Andmany have proven that during the holidays. 
There are still a surprising amount 

of people going to Christmas masses. 
According to a 2005 Gallup Poll. 
43 percent of all American adults 
are unchurched" during the regular 
ycar. This study did not include 
holiday seasons such as Christmas. 

When nnore people attend mass 
regularly tlhroughout the vear and sce 

"If there is no the light of love, maybe then America preestablished element can see less expensive toys leaving the of devotion, I'm only shelves and more cookies leaving the 

commercialized holiday of American 
Christmas. Even with such a large 
following, 59 percent of people polled 
in a FOX News Opinion Dynamics Poll 
feel that Christianity is under attack. 

idca of Christmas. 

some people, 

have gotten Americans this far. 

in it for the business because oven-cookiesthathaveloveineverybite. 
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to 
give 
my 

Operation 

Christmas 

Child 
is the 

ability 

ost 

COvered 

window 
while 

oversized 

raise 

m
oney 

and 

spend 
an 

entire 

organization 

heavily 

outside 
a in

 

the 

lives 

have 
put tim

e, 
and 

perspective 
how

 
good 

"C
harity 

work 

m
akes 

me 

it would 
be 

hot, 
w

ith 

a waste 
not 
to 

The 

a fireplace 

mantle. 

Saturday 

buying 

toys, 

clothes 

and other 

necessities. 

They 

then 

spend 

A
cadem

y. 

the 

evening 

creating 

gift 

packages 

a 

do 

what 
I can, 

other 
pcople," 

Gleichsner, 

Collegiate 

Hannah 

Says W
hile 

the 
organizations 

i 

narno 

could 
be 

the 

pinnacle 
of a 

the 

means 
to 

celebrate 
the 

holidays. 

the 

faces 
of fam

ilies 
who 
do 
not 

have 

like 

these 

help 
put 

sm
iles 

on 

G
inow

n, 

vcry 

few
 

people 

know
 

needy 

children 
in 

Africa 

who 

rarely 

, holiday 

m
om

ent, 

but 

giving 
a 

VI gitt 
to 
a 

little 
boy get 

to 

experience 

Christmas. 

It is a 

Senior 

Megan 

Blackford 

says, 
"I 

great 

way 
to 

help 

others 

who 
are 

less fortunate 
or just 

need 
a little 

aid." 

volunteer 

because 
it's 

som
ething 

that 
I 

can 
do 
to 

actually 

make 
a difference. 

I can 

im
pact 

som
eone's 

life 

with 
the sim

ple 
act 
of 

W
hatever 

the 

reason 

students 
get 

bring 

holiday 

spirit. 

with 
the assistance 

of good 

food 
and 

thoughtful 

involved, 
the 

most 

important 

factor 

is they 
are 

giving 

back 

and 

helping 

gifts, 
to 
the 

sick. 
the 

poor. 
the 
old 

and 

While 

som
e 

children 

anxiously 

plate 
of food 
in a hom

eless 

shelter. 

mark 

uptheirToys 

R'U
S 

magazines 
with red 

It is 
Junior 
Katie 
Jobczynski 

bags 

with 

food 

for 

needy 

familics 
to 

have 

Thanksgiving 

dinners, 
and 

this 

year 
I will 
be 

being 

self 

centered 
or shallow, 

giving 

back 
to

 
the 

community. volunteer, 

they 
are 

well-known 

serving 
a Thanksgiving 
dinner 

Academy 

s for 

their 

work 

in 

program
s 

says, 

"Last 

year 
I helped 
fill 

truly 

inspiring 
to 
see 

teenagerS, 

though 

who 

are 

usually 

stereotypcd 
as 

noro 

cOJATEsr 
or DAwY 

Vorunteering 

spreads 

holiday 

cheer 

am
ong 

those 

who 
are less 

fortunate. 

many 
others; 

these 
students 

are 
more 
concencd 

one. 
sentim

ent 
warm

 

Though 
this 

situation 
may 
bring 

there 

truly ever 

pity 
to 
som

e. 
it brings 

inspiration 
to others 

to 

becom
e 

part 
of 
the 

solution. 

not waver 
a bit 

when 

the 

busy 

holiday 

season 

com
es 

along. 

Students 

becom
e 

gain 

service 

hours, 

som
e 

to 

benefit 

This 

involvem
ent 

in 

charity 
and organizations 

does 

for 

many 

different 

reasons: 

som
e 

to 

they 

feel 
it is their 

responsibility. 

those 

events 

possible. 

They 

spend 

their 

free 

tim
e 

passing 
out 

food 
to 
the 

and 

putting 

together 

Christm
as 

care 

the 

generous 

volunteers 

who 

make 

hom
eless, 

gathering 

cans 
for 

food 

drives packages 

filled 

with 

toys 

and 

clothes. hhen 

people 
s spirits 

need 

lifting. 

Lono 
u ith 

this 

well-

As 

Vothwest 

Pennsylvania 

Second 

riistrbutes 

the 
food 

to 
the 

needy A] 

sear. 

they 

especially 

encourage 

the 

holidays 

during 
C

hristm
as 

holidays. 

o
d

 

who 

never 

receives n
g

 
can 

hll 
a 

person ath 
m

 

wamth 

than 

any 

Ihere 
are 

many 

charity 

ir0f 
cup 
ot 

cocoa 
ever 

can. 
that 
bcncfit 

mpnths 
of 

October 

through 

pUams 
that 
run 

during 
the 

nNnbr. 
such 
as Sccret 

i' 

funds 

and 

makes 

L
d

 
an 

association 
that 

was 

in 

Pernnsylvania 

alone, 

program
s 

Charity. 

Toys 

for 

Tots 

and 

annual 

Such 
as Holiday 

Gift 

W
rapping 

for 

Trees, 

helped 
my 

church 

with 

O
peration holiday 

dinners 
to 

needy 

fam
ilies. 

This 

participated 
in The 

Festival 
of the 

church 
to 
put 
on 
a food 

drive 
to 

give 

G
leichsner 

says, 

"Last 

year 
I 

with 

"I've 

just 

always 

found 

myself willing 
to 

help 

others 

because 
I have 
if Operation 
Christmas 
Child." 

ives 

offer 

students 

the 

and 

ultim
ately 

make 
a difference 

chance 
to 

get 

involved, 

give 

back Think 
of 

O
thers 

This E
 

CASEY 
FOLGA needy 

fam
ilies. 

Churches, 

businesses, 

schools 

and 

other 

organizations 

can placeaC
hristm

astreeintheir 
facility 
and then 

During 
the 

holidays 

people 

are inclined 
to 
be 
a little 

nicer, 

give 
a 

litie 

more, 

and 
be more 

charitable. 

People 

can 

do 

this 

in 

num
erous 

COnating 

money 
or perhaps 

giving 
to the 

PO
TO

 

COJRTESY 
OF 

NETRONS 

ie charities 

people 
seek 
to 

help 

during 

the 

Christmas 

season, 

Treasures 
for Children 

is im
portant. 

The 

Salvation 

Amy 

heads 
up this 

helpful 

charity, 
and W

th 
all 
the 

work 

they 
do, 
it is necessary 

The 

Treasures 
for 

Children little 

boy; 
it felt 

really 

nice 
to 

know
 

I 

helped 

bring 
joy 
to a fam

ily 
in 

need." Treasures 

for 

Children 
is a great way 

to 
get 

involved 

with 

helping 
the less 

fortunate 
in 
the 

com
m

unity. 
It 

during 
the 

holiday 

season." seeks 
to 

provide 
new toys 

and 
clothing 

g
t 

and 
love 

expressed 

through 

Ireasures 
for 

Children 

effort 
in Erie 

Treasures 
for 
Children 

stO
 

provide 

happiness 
in the 

form
 

$
n

g
 

tor 

people 

experiencing 
hard 

for 

the 

kids 
of 

Clara 

Holden, 

the 

leader 
of 

w
w

w
.salvationarm

yusa.org 

can 

bring 
joy 
to 
a needy 

fam
ily 

and spread 
a little 

extra 

holiday 

cheer. 

Contact 

the 

Salvation 

A
m

y 

online Or 

Holm
es 

Treasures 

Patrick 
with 

the 

im
portance 

that 

projccts 

like 

children's 

gits 

came 

from
 

sim
ilar 

organizations." 

Ms. 

W
agner 

recognizes 

Senior 
Treasures 
for 

Children 

have. 

She 

also 

Children 

with 

his 

church: 

stresses 
the 

im
portance 

of volunteering 

during 

and 

the 
tree 
is 

responsible 
for 
the 

storage 
of the 

oifs. 

After 
all of the 

presents 
are 

eollect 
the 

donations. 

Meals 
are 

passed 

out 

along 

with 

the 

presents 
to 

help provideahappyholiday 
forthe 
families. 

of 

program
s 

like 

this. 

M
ost 

of the 

In 
the 

past 

this 

organization 

was 
gitt 
was 
som

etim
es 

with 

tags 

with 

the 

child's 

nam
e, 

age 

In 

order 
to 

resolve 
the 

issue 
of 

the 

gifts 

were 

always 

thankful 
for 

W
hichever 

organization 
sponsors 

Collegiate 

Academy 

teacher 
Ms. Wagner 

says, 

"After 
my 

experiences 

bought 
the 

Salvation 

Am
y 

comes 
to 

at Sarah 

Reed, 
I can 

see 
the 

benefits 

known 
as 

the 

Angel 

Tree 

ministry. 

The 

Christmas 

trees 

wvere 

decorated 

and 

gender 
on 
it. Toys 

used 
to 
be 

purchased 
for 

specific 

children, 
but 
this som

etim
es 

resulted 
in 

toys 

that 
did 
not fit the 

child's 

personality. 

Although 

the 

children 
and 

families 

who 

received 

gifts 
are 

free) 
for 

their 

child. 

This 

way 

cherish. 
This 
also 

allows 

parents 
the 
joy of picking 

out 

presents 
for 

their 
kids. 

call 

(814) 

454-6497 
to help 

out. 

has for "Last 

in 
the 

Holiday 

Spirit 

Students 
R

hetorical 

Q
uestion 

D
ecem

ber 

2008/January 

2009 

The 

that 

has 

students 

an 

Snowtlakes 
fall of 

those 

less 

fortunate. 

a 
mugs 

illed cream
y 

it com
parcd 

to ans 
ofa 

simmenng 
fire 

flicker 

below 

them
selves 

to 
send 

presents 
that 

they 

Jobczynski 
says. 

Attitudes 
filled 
with 

in 
line. 
a This 

skings 
hung 

carefully 

junior 

volunteering. 

to 
the 

hungry 

fam
ilies 

of 

the 

country. circles 
around 
potential 

Christm
as 

gifts, 

others 

wait 

patiently 
for 
a single 

to exchange 
students." 

students 
are 
not 

required 
to 

like 

NHS, 

the 

C
are 

Team
 

and 

Even 

with 
m

aking 
a difference 

in the 

world, 

than 

jotting 

down 

service 

hours 

on 
a resum

e. 

This 

feeling 
is 

the 

driving 

pow
er 

m
ounds 

of food 
and 

opening 
dozens 
of 

the 

holidays 
are 

about 

more 

than 

eating 

and 

happiness 
to 
all 

those 

around. 

behind 

rmany 

students 

who 

decide 
that 

gifts; 
they 
are 

about 
bringing 
peace 

volunteer involved 
in 

holiday 

charity 

program
s loved 

ones 

and 

som
e 

just 
do 
it because 

tbutOns 
lo 

tov 

drive 

i
d

 

products, 

packages 

them
 

and 

H
n 

st Fod 

Bank. 
a group 
that 

takes 

.
s
 

in 

the 

area. 

W
hile 

they 

run 

inun 

donation 

program
 

is 

children 
around 

on 
Chrnstm

as 

Gonatons 

Christm
as 

Child 

and 

worked 

with 
my 

year 
I plan 
to 

help 

my 
church 
again H

oliday 
Season 

purchase 

gifts 
to 

place 

undermeath. Treasures 
for 

Children 

ministry. 

W
as: 

volunteering 
at soup 

kitchens, 

to 

bring 

attention 
to 

th
s 

P 

Although 
not 
as 

popular 
as som

e 
of 

M
inistry 

donates 

gifts 
to

 

children 
of underpriviledged 

fam
ilies. 

explains,"The 

main 

goal 
of our 

m
inistry 

tim
es 

after 
the 

holidays. 

year 

my 

fam
ily 

bought 

clothes 

for 
a 

participated 

places 
all 
of 
the 

presents 
in 
a mock 

quite 
out 
of character 
for 
the 

child. 

each 
kid 
will 

receive 
a gift 
they 
love 
and 

mismatched 
gifts 
the 

Salvation 

Army 

store. 
The 

parents 
can 
then 

"shop" 
(the 

the 

gesture, 

the 
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The Way to Achieving Energy Independence 
BY ALEXANDER DAVIS 

United Statcs taxpaycrs contcst 
0reign O1l mor than any other 
subjcct. For almost 40 ycars the United 
States has been rapidly incrcas1ng its 

dependence on imported oul for cncrgy, 
to the point where cven a decrease of gas as a transportation 

10 per cent could cripple American fucl. The comb1nation 
cncrgy by a minimum of sevcn percent. 

Economist. geologist, 
cnvironmentalist, and cven corporate 
business man for big oil, T. Boone 
Pickens has been working fervently 
on a way to release foreign oil's 
grip on United States energy. 

"We could casily cut down our 
foreign oil consumption by at lcast 
38 percent sumply by ncoporat1ng 
domestic natural gas into our energy 
plan," Pickens statcs in his own 
personal energy plans for the country 

BY KATY WITKOwSKI 

For many high school students 
|who look forward to college, the costs 
are one of the many things that scare 
|them about leaving home. Because 
of the current financial 
crisis staring prospective 
lcollege students in their 
faces, college is looking 
ike a furure filled with 

ldebt up to theiT eye 
balls. 

December 2008/|anuary 2009 The Rhetorical Question 

*"I have come to 

Pickens Plan, which "calls for 
building new wind generation facilitics 
that will producc 20 percent of our 
nation's clectricity and 
allow us to use natural 

The Plan also provides numerous 
fnancal benefts for the country. The 

current forcign oil depcndency will 
cost the United States 
about $700 billion in 
2008, and could cl1mb 
as high as $10 trillion by 
2018. Pickens believes 
that by following his 
plan America could 
casily reduce the current 
bill for foreign oil 

Natura by over $300 billion. 
Gas Large savings such 

as this could then be uscd 
to invest more heavily 

within 10 years and could cu natural gas consumption in renewable resources, 
which in duc time would 

completely rid the United States of 

This is also the first time for most 
students to take out loans or search 
for scholarships to be able to even 
think about furthering education. The 
thousands of dollars look scary at first, 
|but after taking a closer look, high 
school students have nothing to fear. 
Seniors can find financial aid when 
they look for it. 

Toll on Youth 
College Costs Take a 

According to the National Center 
lof Education Statistics, 63 percent of 
Jall undergraduates enrolled in 2003 
l2004 received some type of financial 

laid. It also states that the majority of 
the 63 percent received more grants 

of these domestic 

energ1cs can replace 
more than onc-third 
of our forc1gn oil 
imports," which 

according the Coa! 
webs1te 
pickensplan.com., is all 
completcly achievable Uilizing available wind power 

www. 

puts America on the almost completely. 

track for rencwable and ccologically 
fricndly energy resources for the future. 

PHOTO COURTESY CF CALEGESOARD.coN 

US soutces of 
electrical generation 

Nuclear 

than student loans that helped pay less 
tuition. 

"Over half of our student body 
receivessometype ofmeritscholarship, 

which is based 

accept the fact that I do 
not have the money to 
pay for college, but l'mForty percent of college 
|looking tor as manyunderaraduates receive some sot receive some type of 
|scholarships as possibleof federal loan. financial aid: merit, 
to help me reduce the 
debt I will be in," says senior Mike 
|Adams. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENSPLAN cOM 

e on their academic 

achievements," says 
guidance counselor 

10Mrs. Nichols. 
Mr. Marnella, 

another Collegiate| 

Academy guidance 
counselor, says that 
nearly 85 percent of 
the students he helps 

College costs can be easily paid through scholarshíps, student 
and other government aid programs. 

need-based, or both. 

Also, according to a College 
Board study, undergraduate students 
of the 2006-2007 school year received 
$97.1 billion in many different kinds 
of financial aid, such as work study, 
federal loans and tax credits and 
deductions. 

"I know that during the ten years 
after college, I will be working very 
hard to try to pay off my student loans. 
I don't have the money now, but I'm 

going to college to get a job to carn it, 
says senior Mariah Sager. 

WwwPERSN COLEGEAPP CO 

But student loans come less often 
as they did a decade ago. According 

year. 

to the same 2007 

College Board 

study, federal loans 
to undergraduate 
students decreased| 

nine percent 
between the 1996 
1997 school year 

Will student 
iER loans become 

less common in 

the coming years, 
lcaving college 
students to struggle 

Ottha 

and resort to other means for paving for 
higher education, like credit cards? 

completcly energy independent nation. 

Pickens Plan already showS sSuccess n 
small towns such as Swectwatcr, Texas 

which movcd to completcly renewable 

encrgy by building wind farms. 

exhibited an increase of available 

jobs by 25%, all of which are high 
paying. Thc property on which these 
wind farms are leased also create extra 
income for the farmers who lcase them. 
along with a cut in their cnergy b1lI. 

the communitics, towns, 
cities, and cventually states of the 
United States mirrored the cncrgy 
policy of Swcctwater, Texas or 
the one depictcd in Pickens Plan, 

the country would be ensurcd an ecologically, and more importantly 

and cconomically sound futurc. 

Student Art 
Flourishes at 

Collegiate Academy 
Artwork courtesy of Rose Heid 

oUS CoRTE SY v MNY NAAS 

foreign oil dependence, and crcate a 

and the 2006-2007 
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Winter is Here. 
This ycar. Collegiate Academy or strenuous for some people, but has a wintcr break made up of twelve the Peak also has a tubing hill that dnys, which is cleven more days than involves no walking, not cven to i takes to get sick of your family, the top of the hill. Also remember and cight more days than it takes to sledd1ng, snow angels, ice skating, 

TV show. Unfortunatcly most of 
the students will be missing school 
with four days still left to have fun. 

Becausc of the "no homework 
over break policy, the diligent 

students, who are eager to learn, 
cannot even get ahead in their work 
for the upcoming semester. Bummer! 

Since everyone will have 
lot of time on their hands, 

there 1s no excuse to do nothing. 

Baking goodies during winter break is a longtime tradition and biting into a warm 
Worth all the hard work. 

Because there is a 99 percent 
chance of snow in Erie and the 
surrounding arcas, take advantage 
of the snow. For the students who 

are involved in Ski Club this year 
and have already purchased their 
passes, remember that they include 
unl1mited free sking until Dec. 25. 

For the many students not involved; 
in Ski club, this is the time to try! 

That may be a little too dangerous 

Dear Carolynne and Emily, 
I am absolutely dreading the 

holidays. My whole family is 
coming over, and I'm getting kicked 
Oul of my room. I love my family 
and evervthing, but not enough to 
give up ny room. I have delicate 
spinal issues, so I need my own 
bed. My bossy sister doesnt seem to 
understand this, so I'm geting kicked 

|out. Any advice? 
~ Forgotten Gimp 

Emily: Don't let her boss you 
around: (wo can play this game. 
Trash the room as much as possible 
before she comes, and hide all her 
clothes while she's in the shower 
Make her wish she had never come. 

"It is too cold to go outsidc," one 
might say, but that is not a good enough 
excuse to slcep vacation away! Try 
planning a fun New Years Eve party 
If that is a little too much work, catch 

Carolynne: I recommend 
that you just become the drcaded 
rOommate. You know, the onc who 
is afrajd of the dark and has frequent 
Mariah Carey impersonation dreams. 
You may be omitted from a few 

4010 COURTESY OF WW.JOYOFBAKING,.coM 
cookie is 

Sometiin�s:the hardest gifts to pick 
out are for your family and best friends. 
Make. homemade cookies. This does 

not mean putting the pre-made dough in 
theoven and setting the timer for fifteen 
minutes. No one will be impressed. 

Before furning the oven, make 
sure to have parental approval to use 
it. Also it is vital to know where the 
fire extinguisheris located. Find 

Do Not Waste It! 

wills, but when you're all alone and 
abandoned someday, you will have 
no need for the extra money. Happy 
Holidays! 

Dear Carolynne and Emily, 
First of all, don t 

Cold Fect 

snicker-doodle 
butter cookies 
a cookbook. After 

plate and add a bow, A 
of the oven, put them 

a nice personal touch 
be added to any gift. 

Volunteering 

label me, okay? We 're 
all people. Second of 
all. my feet are always 
fieezing cold. Actually. 
Ithink one of them just 

fell off See, everv dav 
walk to and fiom schoo! 
in the snow, but l cannot 
stand those calve-lhigh 
boots everyone is wearing this winter 
You know, those tan ones with the 
fuzzy lining Obviously thouglh, I can 't 
wear aything that everyone else is 
wearing That is absolutely degrading 
to my age, ruce, and gende: But that 
doesn stop v feet from going mnb. 
llelp! 

one of the most 

satisfying ways 
to get involved 
and have a 
fur time. 

m akin g 
cards and 

Singing 
carols at 

the nursing 

0 m 

homes to 
working in the 
Soup kitchen, 
there are 
In fin ile 

of 

up on those presents that are "on the 
counter," but really were never bought. 
If they really are on the counter, but little bit 
they are not wrapped yet, take the time 
to do so to show the receiver that there 
was �time put in to make it special. 

to 

ways 
make 

SOmeone 

e lse 's 
holiiday 

Fireside 

season 

ar 

a good recipe for chocolate chip, for a few hours. It will not take long, but 

With Emily and Carolynne 

peanut il 
online or in 

they are out 
on a nice 
card is also 

that 

brighter. Rally up a 
group of friends to g0 and voluntcer 

Chats 

or 

PHOIO COURIESY oF DANNY HAAS 

can 

Emily: First of all, you cannot 
start off a question that begins 
with "Don't label me" because we 

automatically will. Second of all, 
I have no idea what you're talking 

about. I don't follow the trends -I 
start them. 

Carolynne: Yes, 
Emily, which explains 
why everyone is 
wearing a giant, 
black, open-toed b00t 

on their right foot. 
You're a trendsctter. 
all right. 

Emily: Actually, 1t's the left foot. 

Dear Carolyne and Eml:. 
This is humiliating. l can t beliere 

l'm even writing to l'ou loscrs, But 
I'e got a problem, and I need help 
-fust Eer since l was vowng. I was 

mortificd of Santu Cluus in any form. 

will rmake omef cl sInile, 
and that will he worth the tirn 

After all of the ezhaustiny 
work of beiny an asnang 
friend and citízen, make a hre, 
in the fhre place preferably. 
watch a few holiday mvvse. 
and drink a b1g muy of hot 

COc0a. Reyardless of 
religion, walching 

11 

IS 4 fun way to 

spend any stony 
Winter night 

"My favorite 
rmovie around thc 

holidays is EIf with 
Will Farrell. I would 

love to bve in New 
York City, and I wish 

could cat M&Ms 
and ch0colate syrup 
(not on my spaghetti) 
for break fast," says 
Julia Chernicky who 
plans to have a very 

Lastly, to the few 
lucky ind1viduals 
who are going to 

someplace sunny for 
break, all ofthe ignored 

texts from people 
in Erie are not a 

result of the bad 
cell service. 

Everyonc 
here will 

be too 

busy playing 
inthesnowandbakingcookies 

to talk about hOw tan you have become, 

Yes, I amn terrified of u fat, jolly man 
in a suit, but seriously, he is a creep. 
As a result, I am forced to stay away 
from Christmas parties. Iam very 
popular: so this makes it even more 
ditfhcult. Help - or whatever it is you 

do. 
~ Ruincd By Santu 

Carolynne: I know exactly how 
to solve your problenn. Just get 
the ost realistic chocolate Santa 
you can find and nake your own 

Yuletide voodoo doll. I know a quick 
decapitation of nny ed1ble enenmics 
generally gets ne through the day. 

Emily, *Calls therupist* 

Please Note: The Iews and 
opions exprcsscd by the dvisors 
ure not necessarily those of The 
Rhetoicat Question r Collegate 
Acudemv. 

watch every cpisode of your favorite and of course making a snowman. 

nu m ber 

holiday 

cventful winterbreak 
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County School Athletes Receive Les Sport Recognition 
BY CASEY FOLGA 

The problem that presents itsclf 
with Collegiate Academy, a public 

school without an official sports 
program, is not that sports are 
absent, but ratlher that the athletes 
do not reccive the same amount of 
acknowledgement for their hard work. 

Collegiate tends to 
pluce more emphasis on 
the city school athletes. 
Due to the availability 
of schedules, the 
McDowell scason is 
the only county school 
schedule posted in the 
cafeteria. The sport 
schedules exclude 

the scason games of 
schools like Iroquois, 
Harbor Creek, Girard. 
Fort LeBocuf, North 
East. Gencral McLane-

The majority of student athletes, 

201 students. play sports lor one of the 
threccitvyschools, but the 4l county sport 
athletes who also attend Collegiate are 

doing exceptionally well 

BY SCOTT TARASOvITCH 

December 2008/January 2009 The Rhetorical Question 

It is rare to mention skiing or 
snowboarding and not hear grumblings 
like "too expensive" "too hard" or 
the popular "too cold". There will 
always be students who use these 
superficial excuses, but for those 
who are willing to listen, there is 
indeed another side to the story. 

hills 

lo loole that city athletes tend to receive more credit. 
Patrick Holmes, a Collegiate athlete playing for Iroquois, 

Ski Club meets at Peak N' Peek 
Resort for eight consecutive Fridays 
starting the first week of January. A bus 
picks up all club members at 3:30 p.m., 
and returns them to Academy around 
10:00 p.m. The cost changes each year, 
butit levitates around S120-$150 for the 
lit ticket. and $70-S80 for the bus ride. 

Ski Club advisor Mr. Feiock 
says, "This program has a really good 
price. People get a chance to ski or 
snowboard with their friends, and 
people who have never tried before 
have a chance to get lessons, too." 

Fellow senior Eric Adamus 

adds. The halfpipe they have 
for snowboarding is definitely 
cool. There are numerous trails as 
well, ranging from the beginning 

and deserve due recognition. 
While volleyball players from East, 

Vincent and Central were trick-or-
treating. North East and Harbor Crek 
girls volleyball players spent their time 
on the court at District playoffs without 
any recognition from Collegiate. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PATRICK HOL MES 

Afterspeaking with Mr. Luthringer, 
history teacher and athletic director 
at Collegiate, some of the rcasons for 
the differences in athlete recognition 
became apparent. The fact that 
Collegiate does not have an official 
director coordinating all of the different 
schools sports programs is problematic. 

Mr. Luthringer receives all of 
the sports information from either the 

newspaper or student athletes, and 
points out that since most Collegiate 
athletes play for the city he receives 

more news about hem. He has very 
little contact from the county schools 
about sport schedules or records. 

Mr. Luthringer says, "If we 
could have better communication 
with the District schools then 
the whole process would be 
different." He recognizes 
Collegiate does not presently 
have the ideal situation, but 
that it ultimately falls on 
students to make the change. 

If students make the 
effort to get their tcams 
scores posted, announced, 
etc. then Mr. Luthringer will 
not be left with so much to do. 

can be costly. Senior Adam Stolarski, 
a snowboarder, says, "Even though the but other than that | have heard that 

food at the peak is really expensive, ski the overall package is pretty cheap 
clubisstilla lotoffun, and I love to do it." compared with other programs. 

Perhaps this situation seems 
unfair. North East Volleyball 
player Katherinc 
Palmer, along with 
many others, 
thinks so. She 
says, "I have 
noticed that 

duri ng 
the sports 
assemblies 
the city 
schools get a 
lot of credit, 

but the county 
schools are kind 

The differences in recognition are 
apparent, yet change really cannot 
take place without considerable time 
spent in research of each school, 
or the effort of county athletes to 
get their sport achievements heard. 

Ski Club is Tiny Price for Great Fun District 10 Fall 
Mr. Luthringer is cager to give 

credit to all athletes. Tum in sport 

The threat .of injury 

packed and icy because it 
makesithardto turnorstop." 

Stolarski says, 
do not know anybody 
who has been seriously 
hurt lately. For sure, 
though, it does happen. 

schedules and 
important events to 

him to get them posted 
in the cafeteria. KING 

TV can also broadcast 

information on the sports segment. 
And finally do not forget to submit 
photos, video clips, etc. to the media 
arts students for the sports assembly. 

is another roadblock in 
gett 38 Peopie l0 Jom. 

says, "I have only 
seen a few accidents in 

my life, but beginningFirst TeamAll-Star: 
Boys Cross Country: 

Snowboarders tend to be the 

common victims. Injuries 
are rare, nevertheless they 
are expected. I mean, 
everybody falls, especially 
when the snow is reallySecond Team Al-Star: 

Regardless of these 
negatives, Stolarski and 
Wendel agree that ski cluh 
is well worth their time and 

money, and that being with 
friends is a huge bonus. 

Thus, even if skiing 
or snowboarding never 
really crossed students 

With the cooperation of student 
athletes, the media outlets ofCollegiate 
Academy, and the heip of M:. 
Luthringer, it is possible for county and 
city school athletes to receive due credit. 

Sports 
Girs Cross Country: 

First Team All-Star: 
Anna Dunsworth- SV 
Sssond Team Al.Star: 

NicoBe Fiorenzo- Central Tech 

Liant Philips- McDowell 

Giis Soccer: 
Region 6 Player of the Year: 
Mosgyn Paterson- SV 
First Team Al-Star: 

Morgyn and Meghyn Patterson- SV 

Brianna Opperman and Collcen Kresse- SV 

Boys Soccer: 

PHOTOS CoURTE SY OF ECJRP 

First Tean Al-Star; 

Jordan M. Hart- Central Tech 
Mike Muply- Central Tech 
Second Team All-Star: 

Girls Volleyball: 
First Teaun All-Star: 

Sara Narusewicz- Central Tech 
Second Teann All-Star: 
Cortnie Prenatt- Central Tech 

Girls Tennis D-10 Class AAA Champions: 
ingles Champ: 

Abby Taylor- MeDowell 
Doubles Champ: 
Brittany Fricdnun- McDowell 

While the price of going may bc a PHO10 COURTESY OF ANIY NOKNNEY ds berore, they should 
ereat value, PeakN'Peak's concessions Seth Tavlor maneuvers his way down the slopes. weigh the pros and cons 

accordingly. Some studentsAlex Davis 
mayjust prefer keeping warm with a Sean Herron 
hot cup of chocolate, and obyiously anes tomans 
everybody has their preferences. Dylan Nantes 
However, it is rare for a program likeRan1sey Oriz-kstrada 
this to offer so much bang tor the buck.n Sni 

Football D-10 Class AAA Champions and 
Quartertiualist for Stutes: 
Strong Vincent 
Arthur Adans 
Tom Churchill 

Hloranski 

Zachary Slvis 

the county schools. 

challenging inclines." 

Junior Rich Wendel agrees, Plus you do spend practically 

"The food is extremely expensive, your whole day at the Peak, to." 

of meshed together." 
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