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Collegiate Academy has not been immune to the

ﬁfmflcial crisis of the Erie School District. In late 2011, I
distinctly remember our adviser informing the staff that
the S'Choﬂl district had cut the funding for Collegiate Acad-
emy's former newspaper, The Rhetorical Question.
. At that moment, not only were we without fund-
ing, but we had also just become part of a global trend.
The Rhetorical Question joined the thousands of other
newspapers throughout the world as an obsolete form of
print journalism.

It was evident that we had to do something to fun-
damentally change our publication. Our staff established
Collegiate Academy’s newest form of print journalism
through a series of many uncertainty-filled discussions
about the future,

I am honored to introduce you to The Pride.

The Pride is a big step forward and an innovative
change for the Collegiate Academy's journalism program.
Not only does The Pride feature a magazine format but it
represents more versatility in opinion and feature writing
and creative layout designs.

Last year, the absence of our publication was
rightly noted by many members of the student body. Al-
though we produced two issues, print copies were not dis-
tributed to students. Last year, being the first year of our
new format, was defined as a trial run in which we learned
all about the new, imaginative things we can do to engage
you all. If you are interested in viewing last year’s issues
you may on our website: npcapride.com

Why The Pride? The staff did not take the task of
choosing a new name lightly. Finding a name that defines
Collegiate Academy in all aspects is easier said than done.

Now, I know what you are all thinking. Pride,
Eonor, Respect: the endlessly repeated motto was the

greatest influence on the name. Well yes, the motto was
one attribute of the name. However, The Pride draws from
many other influences.

First, being the term “pride.” The literal definition
of pride 1s applicable to Collegiate Acaderrfy in countle.s:s
ways. Inthe midst of all the stress of our daily workload, it
can be easy to forget the end result. Collegiate Academy is
one of the best high schools, not only in Pennsylvania, but
in the country. In a time where America’s schools are fail-

ing to compete abroad, we set the standard each and every

Editor’s Note

day of what America’s schools can be like. Our academic
success is a source of pride for many and a primary influ-
ence on our publication.

As embodied by the cover, the term pride has a cer-
tain connotation to the animal kingdom. A group of lions,
or more commonly known as a pride, is one of the most fa-
rmous animal groups in the world. Prides are noted for not
only their ferocity but their loyalty and close-knit relation-
ships. Much like the Collegiate Academy family, we are a
supportive group and a strong community. Also, it is no
coincidence that the Collegiate Academy mascot happens
to be a lion.

Lastly, this publication will be a showcase of Colle-
giate Academy’s best. This magazine is something we plan
on distributing to not only you, but to the community. Ev-
ery page of this publication is something I am extremely
proud of. Iwould like to thank the staff of The Pride, my
co-editor-in-chief Maggie, our adviser, Ms. Parthenakis,
and all of our business advertisers for working tirelessly to
bring print journalism back to Collegiate Academy.

The theme of this issue is Who We Are. This is-
sue takes a spotlight on the things that define Collegiate
Academy. Iurge all of you to become engaged in this issue
and look forward to being the first ever subscribers to the
newest addition to Collegiate Academy.

Sincerly,
Michael Sorensen
Editor-in-Chief
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As 2012-2013 out-of-district tu-
ition rates increase, the Class of
2016 enrollment drops

BY ELLIE HARTLEB,
LAYOUT BY CHRIS LILLY

This year, freshmen enrollment at Collegiate
Academy is down compared to previous years. Typ-
ically, of the hundreds of applicants only the top 225
students are accepted. However, the Class of 2016
consists of only 195 students.

There are a number of reasons for the decline.
First, the Erie School District Board of Directors
raised tuition for students who attend Collegiate
Academy from outside the school district. Tuition
can cost a student’s family anywhere from $3,400
to $5,000 depending on the student's year in school.

According to Associate Dean Mr. Vieira, the
School Board decided to make the tuition rate de-
pendent on a student’s year so that they gradually
had to pay more instead of immediately paying
$5,000 a year.

Additionally, county school
districts no longer provide
transportation or tuition as-
sistance for their students who
attend Collegiate Academy. Mr.
Vieira explains that these school
districts, understandably, “want

to keep their good kids in their dOWl‘l-”]
district.”

However, the lack of transportation is a real ob-
stacle for some students. Administrators have tried
to compensate for said obstacles by opening the
school earlier and keeping it open later so that par-
ents have a more flexible amount of time for drop-

[“Once people real-
1ze we are not going
anywhere, we are
not changing, ev-
erything will settle

Collegiate Academy’s Class of 2016

ping off and picking up students.

Freshmen Uma Rajiyah and Maria Zcerwinski
are both from the Millcreek Township School Dis-
trict and have about a 20 minute
commute to school. Rajiyah’s fa-
ther takes both of them to school
every morning.

When making their high school
decision, Rajiyah was considering
McDowell High School and Colle-
giate Academy, while Zcerwinski
was considering Villa Maria Acad-
emy, McDowell High School and
Collegiate Academy.

Rajiyah says she ultimately decided to come
to Collegiate because, “the working environment.
There is much more of a challenge.”

Zcerwinkski agrees, “I like the smaller class siz-




ok [_CD“‘Pal'ed to McDowell], and |
definitely like the challenge.”

A more publicly noticed fac-
tor that may have contributed to
the enrollment decline is a false
st.:zxtement that came from the
Millcreek Township School Dis-
trict that says Collegiate Academy
§tudents are unable to participate
In sports for McDowell. This cre-
ated a lot of uncertainty among
students and parents.

Another publicized factor is
the rumor that Collegiate Acad-
emy would merge with Central
Tech. Mr. Vieira says this gossip
is completely untrue and that, if
anything, Collegiate and Central
may eventually be on the same
property since Central owns
about 20 acres of land.

Finally a factor that has always
and will always effect the enroll-
ment at any school is competition.

Competition from the parochial
high schools, Mercyhurst Prepa-
ratory School, Cathedral Prepara-
tory School and Villa Maria Acad-
emy, has always been especially
threatening because of the schol-
arship opportunities that these
schools offer to provide some re-
lief from the pricey tuition rang-
ing from $7,300 to $7,700 per
year.

Freshman Ben Hartleb was
offered a scholarship from Cathe-
dral Prep.

“I received a $500 scholarship
for placing sixth on the entrance
exam,” he said. “I turned this
scholarship down because Colle-
giate is more affordable and itis a
good academic school.”

Mr. Vieira remains optimistic
about the future of enrollment at
Collegiate. He hopes people will
be attracted to the new tuition

SCHOOL NEWS
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payment plan options (either pay
in full, in half, or over a 10 month
period) and the fact that Colle-
giate will not change just because
the districtis making some adjust-
ments. He says that once all the
uncertainty subsides and “once
people realize we are not go-
ing anywhere, we

are not changing,
every-thing

will é
settle
down.”
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NUMBER OF STUDENTS ENROLLED

Class of 2013

FRESHMEN ENROLLMENT

Class of 2014

Class of 2015

Class of 2016
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Every four years, America’s leading politi- Those who side with the opinions on the left
cal parties -the Democratic Party and the Republi- side of the chart the majority of the time typically
can Party - gather in a major city for four day long = find themselves members of the Democratic Party.

. gathering of party faithful called a convention. At Those who side with the views on the right side of
these conventions, party leaders compose a plat-  the charttypically identify with the Republican Party.
form of beliefs that reflect opinions of the elite, rank However, few Americans identify with each
and file and registered members of any given party. and every bellef of a given party. Polling suggests that

The following chart is a summation_of the amajority of Americans consider themselves moderate
planks of both the Democratic and Republican Par- and hold a combination of views,
ty regarding the greatest political issues of today, |

]




ROLE OF GOVERNMEN1

It was established to

is also a fundamenta
Citizens,

Protect, provide for its citizens, and
I right for government to assist its

It should defend its citizens, but people should provide
for themselves and make their own decisions with little
government involvement.

ABORTION

Women should have the right to abortion as an option
and make the decision themselves.

Life begins at conception, therefore abortion is murder; it

should only be allowed under a few strict circumstances,
if any.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

Gays and lesbians should be allowed to get married and
have the same cijvil rights as heterosexual couples.

Marriage is an institution that should only be between a
man and woman.

DEFENSE

America spends too much on defense; a smaller military
would greatly reduce our debt. America’s foreign policy

is far too aggressive and intrusive,

Our military is what keeps us and our allies safe from
enemies and terrorism. We must ensure it stays a top
priority, and the dominant force in the world.

SOCIAL PROGRAM SPENDING

- | These programs are a necessity and a right that all Ameri-
% | cans should be entitled too. Government should protect
these programs investments.

These programs are the primary source of the unsus-
tainable national spending and debt. They should be
reformed and guaranteed for the next generation.

WELFARE

Wil Welfare is a valuable social safety net that is a necessity
B for the thousands of Americans in poverty. They should
| be protected from any budgetary cuts.

These programs are grossly abused and a hindrance on

the initiative of the American workforce. Work for wel-

fare mustbe a requirement to receive benefits. Welfare is K
a hand up not a hand out.

ENERGY

| Renewable energy is the way of the future, and the best

We have abundant non-renewable resources that are

cheap to produce, power our country, and provide jobs
for many Americans.

TAXES

w1 The lower and middle class struggle to make ends meet
while the wealthy live luxuriously, taxes should be raised
on the rich to pay for programs for the poor.

The wealthy worked hard for the lives they enjoy today,

do not take away what they earned and punish their suc-
cess.

GUN-CONTROL

The laws are too loose and shootings have become more
and more frequent because of it. Guns must be made
harder to obtain.

Defend 2nd Amendment rights. Owning a gun and

protecting yourself is a right every law-abiding citizen
should have.

o THE DEATH PENALTY

It is inhumane, impractical, and should be abolished in

Only those who have committed the most disgusting
and senseless crimes are on death row, these people
deserve what's coming to them after what they’ve com-

mitted.



ELECTION 2012

Poll: Seniors
Want Fa2ur Mzre

But, Students Who Are

WRITTEN & DESIGNED BY MICHAEL SORENSEN

In late September, The
Pride conducted a survey of the
senior class regarding the upcom-
ing Presidential Election between
Democrat, President Barack
Obama and Republican, Mitt
Romney. The Pride chose to sur-
vey exclusively the class of 2013
considering that a portion of the
class is of voting age.

The result of the poll spon-
sored by The Pride indicates some
good news for Obama’s re-elec-
tion effort. Of all results tallied,
Obama is the preferred candidate
of 67 percent of the senior class.
Obama’'s Republican challenger,
Mitt Romney, is the preferred can-
didate of only 19 percent of class
of 2013.

The Pride poll also found
that 14 percent of Collegiate
Academy seniors indicated that
they do not care who the next
president is.

The senior class’ indiffer-
ent reaction to this year’s election
is representative of a nation-wide
trend. PBS News reports that, on

10

average, less than 25 percent of
voters, age's 18 - 24 vote in presi-
dential elections. Pollsters attri-
bute the lack of participation to
voter apathy, which runs in high
numbers with younger Ameri-
cans.

The results of the poll,
when broken down to un-regis-
tered voters and registered vot-
ers, show strong support for
President Obama and some good
news for Mitt Romney.

Of un-registered voters,
Obama wins handily with the
support of 70 percent of seniors.
Romney tied for second place
with the ‘I do not care’ option -
both receiving the backing of 15
percent of the senior class.

However, not all poll re-
sults for Romney are dire. The
Pride poll indicates that among
Collegiate Academy seniors, who
are actually registered to vote and
plan on voting on Nov. 6, 68 per-
cent will vote for Romney, where-
as only 32 percent will be casting
their vote for Obama.

‘egistered to Vote Disagree

Interestingly enough, of
the seniors who claimed that
they are of voting age but not
registered, indicated support for
Obama.

This result highlights yet
another nation-wide trend. The
so-called intensity gap between
Republicans and Democrats will
be a key factor in November’'s
election.

Collegiate Academy se-
niors, who will be voting for Mitt
Romney, indicate much more
conviction and enthusiasm in
casting their vote this year, when
compared to students supporting
Obama.

Some members of the class
of 2013 are not very pleased with
this cycle’s field of candidates. A
few independent students have
turned to the Collegiate Academy
faculty to put America back on
the path to prosperity. Mr. Lasher
recieved the backing of three per-
cent of seniors. Also, Mrs. Petri

is the prefernce of two percent of
the senior class.
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ENIORS, WHO ARE NOT REGISTERD TO VOTE:
F YOU COULD VOTE IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION, WHO WOULD YOU VOTE FOR?
— __—_-_——-—

15%

15% | 5%

SENIORS, WHO ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE:
WHO DO YOU PLAN ON VOTING FOR IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION?

6%

/ MITT ROMNEY (%)
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SMELLS LIKE GREEN SPIR

Bvery year, Green Team, one of Colleplate Academy's
many clubs, contributes to saving the world from cnxlmum"lul
devastation, and s one of the most Influential \lll(lt!l\mll]ﬁ In’ the
school and distrlet.

In past years, Green Team encouraged (d“.llltc Academy
to make small changes in its daily routine making a large impact on
cutting down energy consumption. Last year, Senlor Haley Monahan
nrade big contributions to the schools recycling program.

“Lwas a part of the re-awakening of vecycling in the school
district,” says Monahan. For years, the recycling bins were available,
however they were not being used

This year will be no d'.l)uNm; adwnc\:d placement
envitomuental sclence teacher and Geen Team adviser, Mrs. Petrl Is
very exvited: "This school season \\‘;;.l\'ﬂ about 30 memberq well
mwore then ever before.”

This yean Green Team willk ‘working on a sclmol garden,
creating a water usage project. purclt sing greenscleaning products,
and once again raising rec_vcling-uw;u&éﬁ. =

Mrs. Petei says, °l think | am most excited for this year's
school ganden because it is a project | have never done before.” ' The
school garden is located next to the school amdlum. outside the door
next to the girls” locker room.

"We are bringing a designer in ﬁ'om Ptttshurgh to help us

utilize our space and make it look as nice as possible. It willbe a

wondertul blend of science, architecture, and art,” says Petri.

Licensed, Accredited surge
designed specifically for the delivery

BY ALEX MERRYMAN

On Sept. 26, Collegiate Academy hosted the kickoff of the
Gréen Ribbon, Schools program. Green Ribbon Schools Program is a
nutldm]'pmgﬁm that recognizes high-performing schools in not just
energy-efficlency, but also the health of the building and students.
The program alsa riéasures environmental literacy, to see if classes
outside of the scienae department are incorporating environmental
awareness into theh‘ programs.

“It was an honor to have the Pennsylvania campaign kick-
off at Collegtate Acadenry‘\ It gives the Erie School District a great
connectlun wlth the, ifeparunent of Education,” Petri says.

ql;* ates Green Building Council Center for Green
Schools Fell Bo'b Kuhettﬁvew impressed with the Green Team's
enthusiasm 0 envimnmema_l awareness.

“It may sound cIl'ché, but it truly gives me hope to see
students take an ﬁﬂﬁaﬂvﬁ\lpon themselves and take time out of their
schedules to do somethlﬁg ptﬁt?%ecause they want to be there, and
they wan| to make a difference, Kobet announced to the crowd at the
Green Iﬁbbonb chools. I’mgrdfn kick-off.

" The road to environmental sustainability in the world
has‘become one of the rﬁost pressing issues of the Twenty-first
Century, and Green Team members declare that it does not take an
environmental scientist to solve these issues. Green Team urges
everyday citizens who only need to make a few green adjustments in
their everyday habits to aid in their efforts.

~ VILLAGE
URGICENTEF

OF ERIE

LAYOUT BY ISABELLE VIEIRA

cente

outpatient surgen

Making patient choice and high quali
care the rule not the exceptios
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BY ALYSSA NARRING,
LAYOUT BY ISABELLE VIEIRA

As the school year progresses students hear more
about upcoming football games, academic competitions
and class ranks. Though, what students hear less aboutis
the impact Collegiate students make on the community.
According to The Corporation of National Community
Service, an estimated 15.5 million students volunteer
each year.

The CNCS says that students who volunteer on a
regular basis are more likely to perform better in school
because they are better at organizing their schedule and
keeping their priorities straight.

Junior Hope Blackford says, “I love volunteering.
There is so much that we can learn from the experiences.
The most rewarding part of volunteering is the fact that
I know what it’s for, it’s not for my own self-gain it is for
the interests of others and they are usually so loving and
thankful.”

The CNCS reports, the typical student who

volunteers regularly contributes around 29 hours per

year, whether it may be at school, a religious organization

or a non-profit organization.

Ms. Wiley says the average student who
volunteers will normally log over 40 hours per year. Over
150 students acquire a half a credit, requiring 60 hours
of volunteering service, or a full credit.

The National Honors Society plays a large role in
offering members many volunteer opportunities. NHS is
an organization of junior and senior students who meets
monthly and maintains community service project work
throughout the year.

Senior and Vice President of NHS Nikitha Menon
says, “What I love about NHS is its overall ambition. The
four pillars of NHS, scholarship, leadership, service and
character, are qualities that motivated students, like
ourselves, should be striving to acquire every day. NHS
also opens doors for students in terms of volunteering
and networking in their community.”

During the 2011-2012 school year, Ms. Holmes
says that NHS inducted about 70 juniors into the
organization.

In addition to those who volunteer on their own
and through NHS, Collegiate has its own Community
of Caring Club, which organizes events like the annual
blood drive and food collections.

Because Collegiate Academy is a college
preparatory school, students are aware that they need to
have variety to make their applications standout against
the rest. Volunteer hours add diversity to an application
so it is noticed.

Junior Samantha Pytlarz says, “I know a lot of
students who volunteer hopping that their commitment
will look good on college applications.”

According to dosomething.org, 70 percent of
admission offices surveyed admitted when it comes to
volunteering they are looking for consistency rather than
traveling around the world to solve world hunger. They

realize both are important but know that the consistent
student makes more of an impact.

If students are looking for an organization to
volunteer at, there are plenty of foundations looking for
an extra hand. Ms. Holmes suggests trying the Erie Art

Museum, The Barber Institute, Zoo Boo, nearby hospitals
and St. Mary’s Homes.

15
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Collegiate Students attend Summer
College uﬂsses /’rcrass the Conntrt
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' Thmughout the school year, bf!’i : PG e Penn & te Behre last summer.

burgh. | i _
most stude ents" Tives are cerg,egedﬂn‘ tﬁi vel j&y I feel much Johnson . félt stie fmade tﬂ,& right =~
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erfecting —a—project: thé!‘ " I feel much more Penn St'a\ 'ﬂd-f&‘_f':i.’i

September thm“Eh prepared for college now ?IOhnson explains,
recause my program forced me to “The —only - W I
be self reliant and independent. _ really missed out on
~ovefthe Summer

I lived in a dorm, ate the dining
halls and went to lecture classes
for about a month, justas a
normal college student would,
and it widened my perspective on
what it is really like."

because my program' fﬂi,',g;d ]
to be self reliant ahd“—.i de '

was Mot being ahle

to' sleep in for sngf_,
I’L
+ weeks” s

Pre-college
‘programs are an

¢ ~excellent” way-<tony
» . o ease into the ‘
l W_ college and

halls rumvermty atmosphere. Yet, the
g.tif"meﬁxﬂ’erlence is not all about the
“schoolwork or earning college
'ctsedlts studen_g; haye the ability to
make memoﬁjﬁnd[ﬂﬁnds&l&t will
‘ lastfc:r the re$m£.them-h\¢esr-~ T T

L0 i
eer SeniomATe deqp |
EERihLFEE h“?u tﬁﬁﬁg&m’ﬂ o8

time at Stanford. I met kids from at Stanford Unwerslty LOthsaxs'

across the globe, including Spain, ﬂt Q‘ urin my Q '

Italy, Japan, Africa, El Salvador and B S Ao derb a

all over the United States. | even took S

ballroom dancing lessons and went
to a black out dance in my dorm.”
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) |
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The view from the windshield
of the bus is nothing but a clear
black, nighttime sky: The bus stops
and starts, stops and
starts,  lurching
forward up the
seemingly end- g
less mountain, |
one little inch | E-m.
at a time. The
tires  whine
and screech,
shaking the entire
bus as it dips into pot
hokeb and jumps over
hl”.‘a k .;'. !

Tha pabbcngcl s backs
are glued to "the seats by
gravity, almost at .90 degree
angle to the gmuhd Hands clench

-

tight around the arm rests. Eyes_.‘

squeeze shut. Students and teach-
ers whisper prayers as the tour
guide simply smlles and enjoys
the ride. %

With one, fmal push of thé

pedal, the bus'driver thrusts. the 13‘

UGS, BLANKETS, KITCHENWARE,

N\

bus to the top of the mountain.
Finally opening their eyes,
passengers look out the window
to see the lights of San Jose illumi-
. nating the darkness. A chorus
of gasps is followed quick-
5 \ ly by students cheering,
‘% jumping, laughing, and
- whooping, thanking the
) _bus:driver for his hard
" work. The near-death
' experience is over shad-
owed by an unimaginable
and unforgettable view.
This is only one of the
hundreds of stories that Col-
legiate Academy students
had this year. Collegiate had
‘N, its summer itinerary full with
/'t infinite places to visit and
coumtless activities to experience.
. 'While, sophomore Alex Zielin-
ski cruised in Alaska, junior Elaine
I{hodzhayan bungee jumped in
Las. Vegas and senior Morgane
Lemlre explprf:d the Philippines.

‘#]Dn U.'Jbb
eight. full ‘weeks at
Standfqrd Univer-

partlcupatmg in a
summer program.
Lobb  describes
the time that he
spent in California
as unforgettable.
Lobb says that
although he ex-
pected the pro-
gram to be com-
pletely  focused
. on, academics. “It
turned out to be a
great experience

room. Living in a
dorm is an unfor-
gettable  experi-
ence .. It is ex-

D

At-the same time, l senior Aar-;‘
& spent

F sity in | California

beyond the class--

tremely fun. My
favorite part was
probably meet-
ing people and
now having friends
around the country
and world."

Senior Jay Rathinavelu also :
did some traveling this summer. >
Visiting Chicago, Purdue Uru-_-;-.
versity in Indiana and Michigan, .
Rathinavelu explored his mdny
post-graduation options. Despite
the pressure of college admis-
sions, he also managed to have
some relaxing time.

Rathinavelu
says, “[Washing-
ton] D.C. was
awesome. We
visited all the
main sites,
like the White
House and the

\

International Spy
Museum. It was all very
cool”

_ Rathinavelu also made time
for family. He, his parents, and sis-
ter went to Toronto, Cana-
da for a family wedding, P S

He says, “Indian
weddings are very, -
very elaborate, but |
this one was a little
less boisterous.”

While in the city,
he noticed the diversi-
ty in the population and
the different types of hous-
ing. The most noticeable differ-
ence, according to Rathinavelu, is
the way people communicate. He
says that Toronto and its people
“have a veryrstrong sense of com-
munity.”

Senior Taylor Foster also
spent some time visiting her fam-
ily in New Orleans, which she
thoroughly enjoyed, but she also




had the
herselt

obportunity to culture

probably never see again. Every
thing was just so beantiful”
Although experiencing  the
culture and exploring a différent
country was an unforgettable ex-
a traditional French dessert perience, students wete also able
- Itwas areally fun time.1 to get closer to their fellow class-
10\ ed experiencing a new mates.
place with a new cul- Senior Zach Binder says, “I
ture.”, liked Costa Rica because I liked
While all ‘of these students the people I was
and many othets had the oppor- with. My favor-
tunity to travelon their own, the ite part was .

We went on a ferry, walked
through the French Quarter,
went shopping, got Beignets,

Collegiate Aca&emy Travel Club the  night
offered students the chance to that we put
travel as well. Six staff members a frog in
and 37 students hiked around the Christina
entire country of Costa Rica. [Lachica]’s
Senior Mary Petro says, “We room... It was
covered just about the entire so funny”
country from visiting the capi- Senior Erek
tal to the Arenal Region and Chernicky agrees that

the mountains and the Pacific
Ocean. Everything was abso-
lutely amazing and surreal.”

bonding was a great
part of the trip: “Travel
club is a wonderful oppor-

~ The  group ziﬁflined tunity-for CoTleglate Academy
white“-water rafted, sStudents to experlepce others
hiked, msnted a watef~. cultures and env1r6nments while
fall; wa}ked around’ making new friends.” 4 iy

ﬁ ~ the capitol city, Mrs. Pohl, Spanish, teacher
visited a loi\\ travel /extraordinaire and- chap-
cal school, ex-'- eron of the Costa Rica trip, s'ails k.

plored the forests, thaSTi’é country was gorgeous.

swam in the ocean” Ehg en; . joyed walking
and survived the bus - '
rides up and down Costa Ri- th rough'*~ o\
can mountains. the cloud
Junior Danielle Lee says her fa- forest and *

swimming by
a waterfall.

vorite part was zip lining through
a Costa Rican forest.

Petro says, “I honestly think I “Costa Rica |
loved everything about the trip. [ was a place where "
really loved all of the sightseeing students and teach-
because | know that everything ers were able to l'ose

saw we will themselves,” she says.

“So many thmgs were |
dreams come true.” \
These great ad-

ventures left stu-\
dents with incom-

parable experiences

Bach and every person inter
viewed sald that has
opened their mind to new experi
ences and different cultures, ¥ach
of them recommends to futrre
travelers to keep an open mind
while exploring the couafry or
the world.

“International travel teaches
us tolerdnce and humility,” says
Mrs. Pohl. “We realize that we
are just a small part. We are
just one country in a kalei-
doscope of countries.”

_ Rathinavelu  explains
that, as a student, traveling
has ‘opened his mind to dif-
ferent ideas.
~ “We are constantly worry-
ing about grade point averages
and class ranks and what people
think of us, but [when we travel],
we see things in a different light.
[t puts things into perspective.
You learn so much,” he says.

Learning is a major aspect of
traveling. Mrs. Pohl explains that
text books are very one dimen-
sional. Traveling enables stu-
dents to actually live the culture,

traveling

;-_-la‘ng_uage and history; it sparks a

yearning'to learn more within the
student. *

As Mrs. Pohl says, “You need to

let go of being scared. You need

" ‘seize the moment. You

“ need to Nike, Just Do It.

 You need to YOLO!”
WQ







COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Students delect the Over delective

BY ANNE McMASTER,
LAYOUT BY KATY HUFF

On average, Harvard College receives
34,950 applications per year. However,according
to the College Board, Harvard only admits 6
percent of applicants. In fact, the College Board
says that most universities with an acceptance

rate of 50 percent or lower are considered to be
very selective.

This poses a serious question: why do
students apply to schools that they know are
selective and out of their reach?

When going through the college
application process, many high school seniors
apply to schools
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

[“When it comes to applying to colleges,
you will never know it you do not try.’]

that they do not think they have even the for many high school students. However, to most,
slightest chance being accepted to. Since they schools with an acceptance rate of 50 percent
are essentially setting themselves up for possible or lower are a far stretch when it comes to
disappointment, doing this may seem pointless. acceptance. Even if this is the case, applying to
However, for a lot of students, it is the challenge a selective school is a risk most certainly worth
of applying to a selective college that makes it so taking. It is more beneficial for a college to deny

compelling. a hopeful student than for the student to always
Although the outcome may not be wonder whatif.
what a perspective college student may want, Gilman says, “When it comes to applying to

applying to a selective school has positive colleges, you will never know if you do not try.”
effects regardless of the university’s decision; if
a student is denied from their reach school, they
would most certainly be disappointed, but at SEIecled Statements
least they would not be haunted by the idea of _

what might have happened if a selective college
would have accepted them.

Collegiate senior Hannah Gilman says, “I
think it is important to apply to a reach school apply to a reach school

because the challenge makes you want it more, because, if you don't, y, IOI.I
especially if it's a school you love. It is scary, but would always wonder “Could
you never know what the outcome may be, and I I have gotten in?” and who

know I would hate to always wonder ‘what if.” needs to go through life

Nevertheless, applying to a reach school is R it E
something that should only be done in scarcity. thinking that?” —Ms. King

Applying to realistic colleges and -
universities is far more imperative. This is Out of the e'ght_ Ivy l_'e_ague
where students need to be able to recognize colleges and universities, the |
their own sKills, limits and where they stand in average acceptance rate is

the eye of universities. It is certainly important 9.75 percent of applicants
for students to apply themselves and go above

“l believe that you should

and beyond, but it is also equally important admitted. —The College
to be realistic when it comes to matters this Board
substantial. i .

Collegiate Spanish Teacher, Mrs. Pohl, -.With a_we" r ound!ed
says, “I do numerous college recommendations scholastic career which

around this time of yearandin the past, [ have had includes extracurricular,

some students apply to only reach schools and volunteer and work

were denied from them all, leaving them with no 3 A
place to go. I think it is important for students to experiences it shows that

set high goals for themselves and apply to few you can handle the rigors of
reach schools, but it is equally important to have a highly selective school.” -
security in matters so serious.” Ms. King

Extraordinarily selective colleges and
universities are still in the realm of possibility



[]

Peanuat Batter & o @Lly

OPINION

With 9 Scoop of Discrimingtion?

BY ALEXA SNARSKI

LAYOUT BY ISABELLE VIEIRA

Throughout its history,
America has tried to attain the
goal of total equality. Recently,
the government has introduced
new legislature to eliminate
any remaining discrimination.
However, as congress passes
these new laws, many wonder
how far is too far.

A recent law in Rhode
Island prohibits discrimination
based on sexual orientation, HIV
status, and gender identity or
expression. Last week, Cranston
High School in Rhode Island
banned father-daughter dances
and mother-son baseball
games because they
appear to violate this law.

The  Associated
Press reported that a
single-mother called the
school to complain after
her daughter was unable
to attend the dance
because she had no father
in her life. She said school
dances should include
everyone and that it was unfair to
the girl. While this argument may
sound justified, many wondered
why the girl did not just take
another father figure, such as an
uncle, or why everyone should
be affected by someone else’s
unfortunate circumstance.

Junior Katie Wehrer, who
has both parents present in her
life, says she understands why the
girl was upset; school functions

" [T IS WH

should include everyone, but that
tradition is important too. Wehrer
says, “Tradition is important.
While 1 think equality is also
important, it does not have to go
to such,extreme meas) g§

Collegiate As$
Mr. Vieira adds, “It is a person’s
choice to attend the dances. We
are not trying to exclude anyone.
We follow district and school
policy, but sometlmgs_ it is the
wording that you ha 0“be -
careful of.”

On the opposing 51de
junior Sandra Rabat says, “I think
it is good that they are trying to
include her I understand how

Pt b J an

upsettingip~may.: be be Lo, not. be

able to go because my own father type-of- W&nmatlg‘n

passed away."
Harvey Scott School in

Portland, Ore. is attempting to
eliminate dlscrlmmatlon by

it bu jelly
e dlng‘

Inquisitor, Pr1nc1pal of Harvey"
Scott, Verenice Gutierrez, is
calling peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches an act of intolerance

|ate Dean.

OEVER

EST"

and racist because students of
other nationalities might not eat
them.

Gutierrez  brought up
this point when giving an
interview about the school’s new
éﬁmmpmg‘ran} “Courageous
Conversatiofi; { vhlch,
educators about their’ "white
privilege.” Gutierrez says,
“Another way would be to say:
‘Americans eat peanut butter and
jelly, do you have anything like
that?”" Let them tell you. Maybe
they eat torta or pita, What about
Somali or Hispanic studefts;who
might not eat sandwiches?”

Issues such as these
bring to question
the™ = sensitivity  of
American society, a
society thatauthorRay
Bradbury predicted
could become even
more sensitive in his
book Fahrenheit 451.
This *+bogk foretells
drastic actions__like
book burning and
censored television,

which are meant to prevent any

D)

> JHE

- Mr. Sheldonk; §0CLO.
teacher at Collegiate, says acts
like these are petty. “There are
people-out there who will fight
everything. While in some cases

Théf dtis appropriate, in others people

are justs overly sensitive. It is

whoever complainé'the loudest

L
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new
federal law
will soon require

~ chain restaurants and

vending machines with
20 or more locations to
have nutritional labels
prominently placed for
customersto see. Thisnewlaw
is part of Section 4205 of the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act more commonly known
as “Obamacare.” President Barack
Obama signed the bill into law on
Mar. 23, 2010.

This part of the health care
reform legislation mandates
chain restaurants and vending
machines, regardless of if they
are franchised or held in separate
subsidiaries, to have the calories
of their foods on their menus
and other nutritional values on
display.

The overall goal of the reform
is to educate people about the

(o

ition  facts, specifically
::]ellllgll"ils, and assist them In
making healthier foogl choices in
order to combat obesity.

Wellness Fitness t?acher Ms.
Wiley believes that this will help

people become more aware of

what they put in their bodies;
she says.y “They may not stop
eating at restaurants and fast
food  establishments such as
McDonalds, but they will be more
likely to go less often, eat s|mallf:r
portions or make substitutions In
their meals.”

However, studies show, not all
Americans will choose to change
their eating habits with this new
knowledge. _

In 2008, New York City Council
passed a similar provision that
required fast food establishments
to have their calories on display
for their customers. The Division

We can’t hide what'’s in our heart.

credit union, our mission is to improve
the lives of people in our community,

With integrity and respect,
we actively reach out to build
the financial and social
well-being of
others.

Federally insured

by NCUA

As Northwestern Pennsylvania’s largest

of General Internal
Medicine at the New
York University
School of Medicine
conducted a study
to test the effects
of the new calorie
display provisions,
observing
McDonalds, Burger
King, Wendy's and

Kentucky Fried
Chicken.
The  study

measured the effect
of adding calories
to the menus verses
not having the
caloriesonthe menu
to see if children
or adolescents and
their parents would
change their calorie
consumption. The
results showed
that there was
no statistically

w.eriefcu.org
94 = B4

194 = (B814)

gress Wants Calories
to Talk, but W

. g Y

il We Listen?

BY IMARII ANDERSO
LAYOUT BY MADELINE CIESIELS}

In  calorje
teens,
their
. For

significant  change
consumption  amgpg
nor did parents purchase
children lower calorie mea|s
example 57 percent of
teens in the study noticed
the label, however only
9 percent considered
the labeling when
ordering.

Ms. Wiley does
not believe the
new laws will stop
obesity, but that it
is still beneficial
for consumers
to know, she
says, ‘When
it comes to
obesity,
you're
talking
about
life-style
choices.
Its a
choice
to be
active
and live right.”

As one might
expect, students
differing views.

Freshmen Alva Ali says, "I will
probably eat the same because |
don't really care about calories.’

In contrast, Sophomore Lmily
Mogel says she is less likely ‘o eat
high calorie foods, “It is shc -king
how many calories are in ods
that I did not originall hink
were bad.” !

Inthe end, Ms. Wiley s© s 1t1s
all a matter of choice. Peop » will
either choose to become more
educated and conscious 2bout
what they are putting in their
bodies or eat the meals because
of enjoyment and convenience.

have
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THERE AIN’T NO SUCH
THING AS A FREE LUNCH

BY DAKOTA PALMER, LAYOUT BY MADELINE CIESIELSKI

Many upperclassmen
remember the days when their
lunches consisted of: a main
entree, a dessert, milk or juice,
and some form of potato, the most
Fppular being tater tots. Due to
ligh poverty levels in the City
of Erie, the Erie School District
_qualifies for Provision 1I, an
. act that allows students

i to receive both
breakfast and
lunch at
no

cost.
But, of
course, there is no
such thing as a free lunch.
As many of the students

have noticed, there have beena lot
of changes to the lunches this year.
According to Cafeteria Manager
Geneva Weber, the government
guidelines require that cafeterias
serve more vegetables, even
though cold vegetables have
always been a component of the
Collegiate Academy lunch.

sber also says, “We now
have to count components. A

piece of pizza is worth two items
and a sandwich is also two items.
This means the crust is one item
on the pizza and the meat and
cheese is also one.” The same
applies to deli sandwiches.
However, the changes are
not limited to considering a slice
of pizza two items. Many of the
students, as well as some teachers,
are thoroughly disappointed by
the exclusion of tater tots, soup
and cake. Although tater tots
occasionally make an appearance
for 75 cents a serving, most
students do not feel they
are worth the money.
Social
studies

/ teacher
¥y M r .
Lasher
says he
used to
buy lunch
frequentl
at school,
but has since
gotten  fewer
school lunches
because of the
removal of soup.

Collegiate
Academy Dean, Dr.
Smith says, “Soup is
no longer available
because of the high
fat content. Potatoes
do not automatically
come with food and that is
because of the high fat content as
well. I am disaﬁpointed. I loved
the soup, but there are a lot of
healthier, gourmet, fresh baked
items available.”

Senior Evan Lobaugh says,
“The changes are honestly
annoying. If they really wanted
to change the school lunches

up, they should have
otten rid of pizza or
they should not serve us
chicken nuﬁgets every
day.” Lobaugh also thinks
lunches from previous years
are better than the current
ones served.

~ Sophomore  Dan  Liszka
disagrees, saying this year's
lunches are just as good, just with
fewer choices.

Junior Andrew Hagmaier also
disagrees with Lobaugh, sayin
“I enjoy the new choices at lunch.
The buffalo chicken on flatbread
and the Stromboli are good and
I like them more than last year’s
choices; I just don't find them as
filling as they used to be.”

Larry Kocot, leader of the
Partnership for a Healthier
America says, “Since 1980, the
number of obese children in our
nation has tripled, and obesity
now rivals smoking as the largest
cause of preventable death and
disease.”

First Lady Michelle Obama is
the Honorary Chair of the PHA,
as well as a leading factor in
why schools now serve healthier
foods. The goal of the PHA is to
help the nation’s youth become
healthier through changing their
everyday food choices as well as
encouraging them to engage in
physical activity.

Mrs. Obama states, “We can
make a commitment to promote
vegetables and fruits and whole
grains on every part of every
menu. We can make portion sizes
smaller and emphasize quality
over quantity. And we can help
create a culture--imagine this--
where our kids ask for healthy
options instead of resisting them.”

Weber reminds us that a lot
of the changes are “Mrs. Obama
wanting change for a healthier
lifestyle” and encourages all
students to try some of the new

entrees.
25



BY COLLEEN CAMPBELL,
LAYOUT BY KATY HUFF

Collegiate Academy, along with many other high
schools, requires students to complete reading
assienments over the summer. Although the
work is familiar to upperclassmen, it might seem
intimidating to incoming freshmen. _

This year, language arts teachers required
incoming freshmen to read The Book Thief by Mark
Zusak, annotate as they read, answer questions
about the book and write an essay. Many students
completed the assiﬁnment sometime in the middle
of August, while others waited until the day before
the work was due on their first day of class.

According to lan%uage arts teacher Mrs.
Ditrich, The gBook Thief was chosen because of its

erspectives. She says, “It had a different narrator.
t was told from the view of death and it showed a
oung German girl's viewpoint during World War
1.’ She also said it was a popular book, and it might
be something that teens would read on their own.

Ms. Balsigersaystheassignmentwasforincomin
freshmen to “hopefully gain an understandin 0%
the type of work at Collegiate.” She says that her
expectations were for the students to read the book
and complete the assignment to the best of their
ability.

In order to help her students complete the
assignment accurately, Ms. Balsiger attended one
of the two help sessions for students at Barnes and
Nobles this past summer. She says at these sessions
ts_hehre]calls assisting about 20 students who came

or help.

Acc%rding to a Collegiate Academy freshman,
Amera Rose, the assignment made her nervous
about the workload at Collegiate.

Rose's classmate, Sydney Seabrooke says, “The
assignment made me worry because it counted for a
lot of my grade.”

Summer reading assigfnments are counted as
a significant portion of first quarter grades for
Collegiate Academy students. Althougﬁ none of
the freshmen interviewed said the assignment was
stressful, Audrey Schreckengost says, “It was too
long” She admits that she feels the work was a
waste of her summer free time.

However, all feedback was not negative. For
instance, some students said that they enjoyed

reading the book. In fact, Susan Dunsworth said,
“I'loved the book. The assignment kept me busy."
Dunsworth said the assignment did not make her
anxious because she had witnessed the work load
at Collegiate Academy from her older siblings senior
Maria, Josh ‘12 and Anna '09.

Summer reading assignments allow incoming
freshmen to become more aware of the demanding
nature of Collegiate Academy. When compared to
other local high schools’ assignments, Collegiate
Academy requires much more extensive work.

For ‘example, at Mercyhurst Prep, incoming
freshmen may choose three books to read from a
list of twelve. There are no assignments to complete
along with the reading. Students are only required
to have a parent sign a paper confirming that their
child completirl\af the required reading.

A current Mercyhurst Prep freshman states, °l
was okay with it. I ' was not really looking fo: ward

to it, but I knew ahead of time that it hac to be
done.” Because this freshman knew ahead  time
about the assignment, she did not regretapp = ’to
Mercyhurst Prep. She was still able to find - for
fun over the summer.

Mrs. Ditrich says that Collegiate /i« ‘TIK
freshmen are not permitted to choose whic.: -0
they read “because they need to get acclimatc ith
what is expected at the school.” "

no

Some local high school students wert
required to balance summer work and frec me.
For Villa Maria Academy students, summer 134108
assignments are no longer a requirement for any
language arts course work, with the exception ©
Advanced Placement courses.

Even though summer reading assignments are
not exactly loved by everyone at Collegiate Academy,
some teachers and students argue that they are 3
significant part of who we are. Anvar Bidzinov say$

ollegiate is not like any other school. Not many

teens want to take precious time out of their summer
to do school work; but at this school, you are traine
to have that extra motivation.”
i As aword of advice for future Collegiate Academy

reshmen, a current junior, Amber Matha, says, ek
the reading done somewhat early so that you have
plenty of time to do the assignment.”
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BY EMMA VERDECCHIA,
LAYOUT BY KELSEY FATICA

Imagine it is the first day of school and there is a new
student in class. Everyone sees the new person and their .
mind starts flying with thoughts about them that might |
include things about how the person looks, what they hap-
pen to be wearing or even how they sound.

Stereotyping, or judging someone, no matter how
much some hate to admit it, usually comes naturally to
people. There is always that first impression that people
have of others which tends to affect how they treat them.

Sociology teacher Mr. Sheldon and Advanced
Placement Psychology teacher Mr. Taylor both believe
that everyone stereotypes people.

=

Mr. Taylor says, “I believe that most people
judge others before they get to know them because of
prior experience and prior knowledge. Generalizing
and putting people into categories is what everyone
does. Our brains are wired to categorize and we base
things on certain attributes; we are born to stereo-
type.’
Mr. Sheldon agrees with Mr. Taylor, but also
believes that there are other factors as to why hu-
mans are judgmental. ' .
Mr. Sheldon says, “People have usually ;
been taught to do it [stereotyping people] and |
it is easier to criticize things you do not know
about.” '
Stereotyping has many effects on the
people involved. In children, bullying is a
common result of stereotyping. Stereotyping
often leads to hurt feelings from those being
stereotyped, and feelings of superiority of
the ones stereotyping.
Mr. Taylor says, “For someone
who is doing the stereotyping |
think it simplifies things for
them. However, | think that it
causes limitations for the ones :
being stereotyped. It puts lim.ita- ‘




tions on their lives, and continuous stereotyping
Just reinforces the limitations.”

When people think about it, they rarely see
stereotyping as bad,

Mr. Sheldon says, “Everyone stereotypes so
they think It s okay, but it is still criticizing indi-
viduals and predetermining judgment.”

There are also behavioral consequences to
stereoyping people,

Mr. Taylor says, “The behavioral conse-
quence for someone who does the stereotyping Is
that it makes their decisions easfer, and they do not
have to think things through with people. The be-
havioral consequence for the person being judged
is that it makes them fight harder against the ste-
reotype to prove people wrong, It may even bring
people together [the people being stereotyped will
realize they are not alone]”

As Mr. Taylor sald before, there is a part of
our brain that causes people to stereotype others.
He says, “There is a biological part of our brain that
categorizes useful things to us for survival. For a
complex society we begin to categorize dangers

OPINION

and we start to apply them to people, This Is part of
our nature,”

Stereotyping not only has behavioral con-
sequences for humans, but it also affects the world
culturally and socially,

Mr. Sheldon says, “Stereotyping affects us
culturally because we use it to recognize shared
experlence, and we do need to recognize shared
experiences to survive, We, as people who stereo-
type, are missing out on benefits because of a prior
conception. | see It this way, there are two reasons
we shouldn’t stereotype; it's plain stupid because
we are generalizing, and it Is Ignorant because we
do not know any better. I think it Is the same way
socfally too, we need It to recognize shared experi-
ences, but people might be passed up for a job or
neglected because of stereotyping, It is extremely
harmful to everyone.”

In the end, as part of human nature, it (s
hard to stop stereotyping and judging based on first
impressions, however, people need to learn to think
before they speak and realize that words hurt.

|
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Entitlements Drain Our V7
Treasuky' C 4

BY LEAH BABINS, '
LAYOUT BY KELSEY FATICA &

oﬂg JefTerson wrote

&

BhAELLE VIEIRA

! d Declaration  for the  poor
of Indépentenee He wrote that the foulling fathers’ economy by
believed that evely American deserves the freedoms giving ~money
of life, liberty an suit of happiness. However,  back thnougheg:s
citizens arc now fewwhether or not those (efrtitlements.
freedoms include the o heéalth care and ojgx " HaW . apending

e o BOVCINMent assistance. ' - "_-,‘n p 1lloTicHhgpd
— A 45 will et sol¥e th®ptoblem. First,
As the United %M%ﬂ SEJI6 O (Jnited  Stalswneggs to pay off

spending into entitlements. The Bureau of

Analysis noted that the government spent

it

<
On the issue of morality, Americans are sp
trillion dollars on social benefits in 2011. Legislators on whet&cr or not an individual is actually entitled to
sort entitlement programs into three main ' government assistance.

groups — income maintenance “The worl(jng P()()r deserve According to  the
and Medicaid for the poor, Washington Post-Kaiser

unemployment insurance for  some benefits, however the ~ Family  Foundation
the unemployed, and Medicare poll, 55 percent of

and social security for the unemployed who aren’?ﬂ the people preferred
t

elderly.

r : ‘ y, a smaller government
Wheth& . not lOOl(]l’lgfor employ ment don with fewer programs.
these aSonabl ﬁ‘ c1» Yet. with nearly half of
Mpcse are ':{;,?::mthe eserve aid., American households
ro , the ‘
o receiving some
government cannot of government benefit, according to the US. G _
maintain  the pureau, it is hard to eliminate a large portior
entitPemen assistance,
. /' programs’ gize.

Collegiate Academy students are divided on
what, or how many, entitlements a citizen deserves, &
well. Juniors Jared Pashupathi and Elaine Khodzha?™
agree that while everybody deserves health 4
some citizens take advantage of welfare

two-thirds of federal
:ment payments, That
third of the federal

A With the unemployment rate
Aght percent, @nd the poverty
reaching 16 percent, (he

4 government is trying to compensate



programs.

Pashupathi says, “The working poor deserve
some benefits, however the unemployed who aren’t
even looking for employment don’t deserve aid.
If they get aid, they will continue to skate by on the
government’s dollar.”

, job to “create the right economic
r everyone to have the best
oppo unities,” he does not necessarily
believe that means handing out
food stamps or welfare. He
suggests, “It would be better
if those individuals were given
government jobs and earned
assistance.”

Additionally, there is a
large movement for national
health care. To ensure universal
health care, 72 percent of voters
preferred increasing taxes over
cutting programs for health
care, according to a First

Focus national survey. On
thing to keep in mind W '
health care is expefiSive.
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While hospitals and other medical practices should
never deny a person health care, somebody must pay
for the costs.

If health careis a right that should be ensured by
the government, should the government pay for doctors
to go through medical school as well? 4

There is also a personal responsibility when it
comes to health. Ifa chain smoker develops lung cancer,

or a teenager who is obsessed with going to tanming
beds develops Melanoma, should the gove y N
for their treatment? f
>
The American dream used to b.le idea- a‘/
a person could immigrate to the United S , get
an education and create a successful, lﬁi)y, middle-
class family. It was the people’s obligation to pay for =
their food, their house and their health. Howevers#s
America’s edueation recedes and the economy plus
aking advantage and cheating govgnnight <
sistance. The entitlement spending in the/ &
irresponsible; it is depleting our treas
¥, OUr conscience.
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December 23, 1914

There were no bivds in no man's land. There
wasn't much of anything, really, but somehow It
was the absence of the birds that welghed on Ray
the most. He fixed his eyes just over the edge ol
the embankment and looked out on the streteh of
barren nothingness that lay before him, 1t wis an
absolute wasteland. The blood of men had seeped
into the ground and polsoned i, churning up i
toxic, stinking sludge. Shells had pockmarked the
land, gouging out filthy little ponds and (11Hng them
with the buzzing of diseased mosqultos, Corpsoes
lay about in drifts like dirty snow, their sickly
sweetness carrying through the alr to the Hving and
reminding them always of the death which they
too would face. Nothing lived there, nothing grew,
nothing'was even left to dic, apart from the men in
the trenches.

Ray lived within a waking dream. It had
been just under a month since he came to the
front, but already the world had taken on an unreal
appearance; his surroundings seemed distorted,
muffled somehow, as though he were looking
through deep water. He hadn’t been able to sleep
in days for the vivid nightmares that plagued him,
and even in the day he experienced terrifylng
hallucinations. Fear was forever present, his senses
were perpetually on edge, and it was because of
this he was able to sense the shell before It fell,

A strange vibration picked up, a subtle
change in the way the air felt against his skin, There
was a sound like fingernails on slate, a high-pitched
whine that pealed through the alr and set alarms
clanging through Ray’s mind, jumbling his thoughts
and leaving him dazed and shivering, He saw the
other men dive back into the trench, and somehow
he found the presence of mind to follow them,
sliding back down through the seeping mud of the
embankment. He buried his face into hls elhow and
Instantly felt the impact.

The <hell smashed into no man'’s land
with a boom like the terrible volee ol God. The alr
shivered, reverberating through the hollow places
in Ray’s chest with a crushing black terror that
clutched at his heart. Thoughnothing had struck
him, his eyes snapped open and he set off a loud,
low moan which rose In pitch and volume even as

O Gl Id e

the thunder ol the explosion e away His hody
Began to spasim as though possessed, and he carlod
forward and vormited clear philegon nto the soppy
carth whaore hils tco was pressed. Another shell
waont off; Way telt himsell hetog deagged thirough
the votten mivd, thashiong and moantog, and the
adpes of b consclovsness laded slowly to black

Deeanms assaulted him, horeible distonted
nlghtomirees that harned Hiee war through his mind
He deeamed that he stood fn the milddie of the
waiteland, up to hls andedes o darle mud that strove
to suck him down, For once, all was silent, the
trenches emanating a steange quilet. Then, without
warnlng, shells began to fall from the hoavens and
punflre poured from the blaclkenad sy Hiee raln,
Bullets pli!l’f‘ﬂtl Ray's gledn and he bogan to bleed,
hlood that mixed inte the already hloody carth and
tethered him eternally to the wastoland.

Wings sprouted on hils hacl, groat hlack
bird’s wings, hut they felt strange and loose and
wrong on him. e beat them (icrcely, but the
ground had tasted his blood and [t wouldn't give
him up, and the mul‘l?l’l“"‘:ﬁ',ugglml, the deeper the
mud sucked him In. In the dist.nce, he could see
men rlsing from the trenches on both sides, thelr
ghostly hands outstretehed to pull him up and set
him free, Before they could reach him, though, hix
wings shriveled and dled, and the ground opened
beneath him, swallowing him into a trench that
hacame his grave, A ceiling of mud sucked closed
over him, and water began to pour in from all sides,
filling the grave until he was underwater, until he
could hear and see nathing but muftled blackness.

Cold water washed over Ray and he
spluttered, He opened his eyes and the bright
medical lamplight and the kerosene sting ol the
fleld hospital flooded (0. A man stood before him
holding a basin, the contents of which, Ray judged
by hls sodden state, had béen thrown upon him.
He shook himself, sending droplets of water flying

“from his halg which had plastered ftself wetly to his

forehead and neck.
“You awike?” the man - Ray guessed he

was the doctor - ventured. Ray sat up shakily and
nodded. “I'hink you can tell me your name, son?”
The-doctor asked, his voice taking on a gentle tone,
“Ray, forty-second infantry unft,” Ry answered,

The doctor nodded approvingly and began to poke

and prod his patient. He took out a small mallet
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and hit Ray in the knee, seeming satisfied when 1t
~ kicked up spasmodically. “Do you know what the
2 date today is?” he continued. This one caught Ray
m atittle off guard; in the wake of the wan, things lilfe
| dates seemed of little importance. He searched his
! memory a moment before answering, “The twenty-

_ third, I think”” Only five months into the war and

l’ already it had stretched on for ages. '

' Ray left the field hospital in a stupor; his

:g' nightmare still hanging over him like a mantle,

. charging the air around him with a subtle fear. He

~ was quite surprised when he walked out into the

 trenches of the encampment and discovered that

. the day had gone. The sudden darkness within

~ the trench engulfed him like a great wide mouth.

. Ray heard gunshots in the distance, heard the

! explosions of shells, and all around him he could
see nothing but the crushing blackness of his
dream.

Something was different, though; there was
an echo of pale light above him, and as Ray turned
his face up to the sky he saw the stars peppering

e the night’s choking darkness with.yellow light.

W8 The North Star shone the brightest, and he picked
it out and fixed upon it. It seemed to lift him up, it
made him wish for the wings of his dream so he
might fly with it and let its light guide him away. He

- wondered briefly if this barest pinprick light truly

+ had the force to guide Christmas pilgrims across

~ entire deserts, with nothing but their feet to carry
- them. After all, Ray thought with some surprise

~ and disbelief, in two days it would be Christmas.

. The day of peace would come and pass and the war
f would rage on. Somehow, though, Ray felt a faint

* hope stir within him that this star, with its subtle

:i light, had the strength guide him, too.

| December 24, 1914

£
Kellermeyer sat in the mud and filth and

; looked up at the blood-streaked sky. It was sunset,
- and though the sun itself was out of view, blocked
. off by the walls of the trench, he could see the

© colors it threw against the sky, shades of inflamed
- pink and red against sallow yellows and oranges.

* Kellermeyer exhaled and leaned against the trench
‘wall, coating his back with thick black slime and

sending a damp shiverup his spine. The trench
* walls loomed above him, bounding the skyina
' rectangle of glowing red that closed him i like

34

the lid of a coffin. Itwas a sad position to be in, he
thought, when even the ground was higher thap
him. : ;

Kellermeyer was going to die tomorrqy, He
was to be executed on Christmas day for cowardice,

So long ago he could barely remember, jt
seemed, a battle had'broken out on the waste|anq
and Kellermeyer had refused to leave the trencheg
He had fled from the invading British soldiers ang
hid behind the sandbag wall, and from this vantage
he saw an Englishman bayonet the German captain
who had been reprimanding him. The decision to
convict Kellermeyer on behalf of the late captain
had been unanimous. Since no standard procedyre
for detaining cowards had yet emerged, though, the
court had simply posted a man to guard him and
sent Kellermeyer back to the front to fight for the
good German cause.

Kellermeyer stood up, the mud making
an unpleasant wet, sucking sound as it released
him. He crossed to the outer trench wall and got
a precarious foothold in the crumbling earth,
carefully propping himself up over the lip of the
trench just high enough to see, peering out into
the bloody wasteland. After a moment the guard
noticed. He gave an arrested shout, yanking
Kellermeyer back by the collar and slamming him
into the mud. There was a quick bang and a bullet
screamed above them. It had missed Kellermeyer’s
head by inches. The guard cursed, shoving
Kellermeyer into the ground, and ordered him to
stay down.

The guard was supposed to keep him from
dying or deserting before he could be brought to
justice. He didn’t see what it mattered whether it
was a German or a British bullet that killed "im,

but they told him that it did matter, lega " and

besides, it would be much more pleasan: -or

him to receive a proper burial so he cou - decay
underground and not in the cold, fetid air o! -ue
wasteland.

_ “We'll plant a garden for you,” a man from
his platoon, named Bleich, had consoled him. Bleich
ha'd }ost his mind to the war while leading a small
Eﬁ;c(i)lng party. He had gone out across the waStele
) susugh a treac.l}gggus, moonless night to ambus l

pected British supply line. Bleich was the o1 y

i i ) - otherwise, The restof e
odies’ ered about the wasteland, sinking
slowly in the'p
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Bleich had grinned at Kellermeyer, all teeth,
and promised to plant a garden of marigolds over
his unmarked grave; to memorialize him with
the feverish yellow of death’s own flowers. His
decomposing bady would provide the flowers
with excellent nourishment, Bleich said; perhaps
someone could even plant a little patch of
vegetables for the men to eat, to ward off scurvy.
The nutrients from Kellermeyer's dead body would
nourish the soldiers so that they might die of
bullet-wounds and blood loss rather than lack of
vitamin C.

The sun bled into the sky and ran down the
trench walls, dripping violent red light that slowly
deepened into black like drying blood. The world
gradually faded into the oblivion of a night with no
moon. Murky blackness surrounded Kellermeyer,
converging on him like the seething depths of the
trenches, like the walls of the filthy grave Bleich
had promised to dig for him.

But the dawn can come only after the
night has reached its blackest. It was in this spirit,
perhaps, that the stagnant air began to pick up into
a slow, persistent breeze from the east, pushing
clouds of heavy:'smoke and ash out of the sky and
revealing the crisp light of the new moon, the
pinprick stars which let the day through just a little
to illuminate the choking blackness. The North Star
shone like a beacon, and the soldiers who were
hunkered in the trenches lifted their eyes to it and
whistled, speaking amongst themselves of what a
bright, beautiful night it was.

Nearby, a drunk began to sing. He picked up
a traditional German Christmas song, Es ist ein Ros
entsprungen, usually such a delicate song which he
bellowed at the top of his inebriated voice. The men
in the trenches recoiled from the noise, whispering
sharply at him to shut his filthy mouth before he
drew enemy fire. But the drunk didn’t seem to hear
them and continued his carol unperturbed. They
closed in on him, covering his mouth and pulling
him down into the pl.ltl‘id mud, but the drunk
fought with surprising vigor, struggling valiantly
to expel the song from his body. Over and over he
sang,

“Es ist ein Ros entsprungen,

aus einer Wurzel zart,

wie uns die’Alten sungen,
von Jesse wardiesATt

Und hat'éin Bliimlein bracht
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mitten im kalten Winter,

wohl zu der halben Nacht." |

After a time, the other soldiers stopped
fighting him. It was clear enough he wasn't drawing
any fire, at least. They released him from the mud
and he stumbled to his feet, still singing just that
first verse, over and over, like a rooster mindlessly
crowing the hour. The others watched him, listened
to him sing, and gradually they loosened up a bit, |
smiling and laughing at the outrageous spectacle
before them. Warily, a few even lent their own
voices to the song, until the platoon of fighting men H ‘
had transformed into a church choir, singing over
and over,

“Es ist ein Ros entsprungen, ‘

aus einer Wurzel zart,

wie uns die Alten sungen,

von Jesse war die Art

Und hat ein Bliimlein bracht

mitten im kalten Winter,

wohl zu der halben Nacht.”

The men sang until they had expended all T
of their breath and being into the song. When they
finally stopped, the silence echoed hollowly around
them, welling up out of the mud and pouring into
the air; as thick and treacherous as quicksand.

Then, abruptly, an answering echo floated across
the wasteland. The British had struck up a carol

of their own, a spirited rendition of Come Buy My
Nice Fresh Ivy, which they shouted enthusiastically
across to their enemies. The Germans hooted at
this, reveling in the unexpected unity. The two
sides exchanged carols back and forth, shouting
greetings and playful insults to each other across
the wasteland. Hours passed this way, but through
the smiles and laughter, every man was dreading
the time when it would stop, and the silence would
come again, and they would have to go back to
shooting each other.

The laughter died away. Silence fell. And
then Kellermeyer climbed from the trench and
stood out in the wasteland, straight and tall, and

drew no fire.

Lid
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